[image: image1.png]www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au GeorgesRiverCounciI u @Georges_River

COUNCIL





Planting Guide
Planting location

Find a suitable location to the species you are planting. Remember to consider depth and spread of roots, as well as height and spread of branches. Be aware of the presence of overhead powerlines and nearby house drains that might become problems once the tree matures.

Site preparation

Clear the planting area of weeds at least two weeks prior to planting, either by hand or using a low dose of herbicide. 

Plant selection and time  

Select plants that have well developed roots. They should fill at least two thirds of the potting mix volume. Roots should not be matted densely, spiralling around the pot, nor should there be long roots growing out of the pot base. The best time to plant is during wet rather than dry periods and early in the morning while root activity is at its lowest, thereby reducing root trauma.

Digging the hole 

The best hole is a broad hole (not deep and narrow) as this will maximise contact between the plant root ball and the sides of the hole and promote growth. If the hole is too deep or has air gaps then the roots will be stressed and dry out or die back before they can grow across the gap. Adding compost or other organic matter can help break up the soil, improve drainage and aeration. 

Removing the plant from its pot
Pinch the sides of the tube and slowly release the plant using your thumb and forefinger. Try not to disturb these roots or damage the stem or leaves when you remove the plant from its pot. Water the plant and then squeeze or flex the pot’s sides to loosen the root. If there is any delay between taking the plant out of the pot and placing it in the ground protect the roots by keeping them covered and moist.

Planting
Place the plant in the hole so that exactly the same amount of stem is above ground as when the tree was in the pot. It is important that this level remains the same, don’t mound it up around the stalk or leave the stalk exposed below surface level. If roots are loose or exposed, make sure they don’t get bent when planting. Consider watering the hole before planting.


Watering

Watering after planting should be done using a fine spray. Quantity and frequency of watering at time of planting and after depends on soil type and local rainfall. A species suitable or native to your area will require less watering.
Sandy soil: Wet the hole first, firm the soil down after the tree is in and then thoroughly water again. Sandy soil will require more frequent watering than clay soils.
Clay soil: if the soil is wet you don’t need more water; just make the hole put the tree straight in and pat down and water after. If the clay is dry break it up a bit and make the hole. Moisten the hole before planting as well as watering tree immediately after planting. 
Shale soil: This pebbly and highly aerated soil will absorb water easily though it may be hard to dig the hole initially. Only water after planting.

Mulch

Using mulch around the plant (leaving the stem free) is a great aid for growth. You can use almost anything - pine chips, newspapers, old carpet or grass cuttings. Mulch suppresses weed growth, assists water absorption, protects the soil from erosion by reducing the impact of rain and reduces surface evaporation. 

Tree guards

If necessary use tree guards to protect from frost, animal browsing or drying winds.

Maintenance

Care of your plant for the first few months after planting is important to its successful establishment. Remember, watering thoroughly at longer intervals is better than frequent light watering. Deep watering encourages strong root systems, which help your plant to withstand dry periods. Continue to eliminate weeds, in an area of about 1m diameter around the tree.
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