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Executive Summary
Oatley Memorial Gardens is a premier recreation and open space asset within the City of
Kogarah. The existing heritage and environmental features on the site, and its popularity for
passive and active informal recreation have made it a popular destination, and a focus for
community activities. There is a need to protect this high level of amenity and provide for a range
of improvements to maintain this level of use.
This Plan of Management applies to all land which is described as as Lots 1-26 DP 16690 2c- 2b
Oatley Avenue, Oatley and Lot 1 DP 578117, 2e Oatley Avenue, Oatley. Kogarah City Council is
the principal land owner. (refer to diagram following). In accordance with the requirements of the
Local Government Act 1993, to permit further use of the site, Council is required to prepare a
Plan of Management for this site. This will provide future strategic direction and policy for the
planning, management and development of the site.
The Oatley Village Centre Improvement Plan: Master-plan Report, which was completed for
Kogarah City Council in 2009 by Place Planning Design Group Pty Ltd has been used to inform
this preparation of this Plan of Management. The Master-plan Report was prepared based on a
considerable amount of community consultation, and it included a number of strategic initiatives
for the Oatley Memorial Gardens, Some of these initiatives have been implemented, however the
value of the plan preparation process is to allow for the review and if necessary refinement of the
medium and long term actions. To enable optimum benefit to be obtained from any proposed
improvements, and that will complement the overall performance of Oatley Memorial Gardens as
a valuable recreational community asset, it is necessary to prepare a strategic framework and an
action plan for this site. This will also permit the issue of a lease or licence for the use of the
subject site by various commercial fitness and community and other groups.

Photo 1: Oatley Memorial Gardens has an established reputation as a high quality recreation and
landscape feature.
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1. Introduction
This Plan applies to all land which is described as Lots 1-26 DP 16690 2c- 2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley
and Lot 1 DP 578117, 2e Oatley Avenue, Oatley. Kogarah City Council is the principal land owner.
The site is bounded to the west by Oatley Parade, and to the east by Oatley Avenue. It is located
south of Hurstville Road and generally north of Charles Street. Oatley Memorial Gardens currently
includes a range of passive and active recreation uses. Unless otherwise stated, the use of the term
or phrase “site” or “study area” refers to all property included within Oatley Memorial Gardens. The
plan reviews the current operational needs of the site, examines a number of potential uses for this
community classified land, documents the results of the consultation program which has been
completed and recommended initiatives for the future improvement of the site.

Extent of
Investigation
Area

Photo 2:
Arial view showing the location and extent of the Oatley Memorial Gardens
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Diagram 1:
Location of the subject site and surrounding context

Photo 3:
The northern section of the Oatley Memorial Gardens which is used for passive recreation.
There has been some anti-social behaviour after the closing time of the hotel.
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2. Structure of the Plan of Management
This plan of management has been prepared in a format that first describes the site and explains in
summary the events which have occurred that help to explain its current composition and operational
needs. This is also explained in the review of the recent site operation, and the information obtained
from residents living nearby and users of the facilities within Oatley Memorial Gardens. Assessment
of the strategic needs of the site was completed using the recommended land management
categories specified in the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993.
Information regarding the planning and development of the subject site, and land assessment
information about the natural and man-made resources on the site are reviewed in the body of the
document. Appendices are provided which summarise the outcome of the postal questionnaire,
individual interviews and previous community consultation.

Photo 4:
Frontage of Oatley Memorial Gardens of Oatley Avenue and Neville Street indicating the extensive
visual and environmental qualities of the site. The Gardens provide a range of passive and active
informal recreation activities.

Photo 5:
Frontage of the Gardens to Oatley Parade, which includes a decommissioned fountain which has
heritage significance.
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3. Study Area
The subject site functions as a local reserve which services the immediate surrounding area of
predominantly Oatley but also Hurstville. It comprises a linear parkland with an extensive range of
recreational activities. The main features of Oatley Memorial Gardens can be summarised as follows:

the Gardens occupy an important and unique context due to their direct relationship with
the Oatley Village Centre. They contribute to the visual quality of the centre, and allow for
complementary recreation uses;
the gardens are effectively located to provide for the needs of the surrounding residential
area. They meet with the objectives of a sustainable urban community by providing a
recreation focus for higher density housing., particularly along Oatley Avenue. The
frontages to the perimeter roads, and the orientation of housing to the Gardens provides
for a high level of informal surveillance and potential community safety;
Oatley Memorial Gardens has an extensive landscaped area comprised of open grassed
areas, a significant quantity of established trees and shrubs, and historical and civic
features. It has playground facilities of a high quality due to recent upgrading;
the importance of the Oatley Gardens War Memorial as a commemorative element within
Gardens and which forms part of the naming of the site;
the heritage significance of the Memorial Gardens is a recognised feature of the site. This
will have a bearing on the potential to modify the site and is a positive feature that can be
reflected in community art and interpretive signage;
street furniture on the site is well supplied however it is not always is in good condition or
co-ordinated in design. Some structures such as the gazebo near Frederick Street need
upgrading;
parking is currently available as kerb-side allocations around the perimeter of the gardens
and although there is restrictions to supply during peak periods, there is adequate supply
during off peak periods; and
the annual Oatley Lions Village Festival is held in October each year. This is a major
event that in 2010 comprised 160 stalls and associated recreation activities. This event
has been held for the past 30 years, and attracts crowds of up to 15,000 people.
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Photo 6:
The site is flanked by higher density housing which has views across the gardens and which provides
for the open space needs of residents.

Photo 7:
Within Oatley Memorial Gardens is an amenities block which services the park. In accordance with
the Oatley Village Centre Improvement Plan: Master Report 2009 ( OVCIP:2009) the amenities block
is to be relocated to a more exposed location near the clocktower, on the south west corner of Oatley
Avenue and Frederick Street..
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Photo 8:
The pedestrian link between Oatley Station and the village centre is an important gateway to the
Memorial Gardens, It is proposed in the Oatley Village Improvement Plan 2009 to relocate these
steps to align with the future pedestrian overpass to the station.

Photo 9:
At the corner of Oatley Avenue and Frederick Street is an important civic space and the status of the
area is complemented by the Oatley Clocktower.
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The demographic composition of the area which surrounds Oatley Memorial Gardens is highly
relevant in the consideration of the future facility needs. The key features of this area which are
notable are as follows:
Analysis of the family types in Oatley - Mortdale in 2006 compared to Kogarah City
shows that there was a smaller proportion of couple families with children as well as
a smaller proportion of one-parent families.

Comparing household types between Oatley - Mortdale and Kogarah City in 2006
reveals a smaller proportion of Family households, but a larger proportion of lone
person households.

Analysis of the number of persons usually resident in a household in the Oatley Mortdale compared with Kogarah City shows that there were a larger proportion of
lone person households, and a smaller proportion of larger households (those with 4
persons or more

Analysis of the housing tenure of the population of Oatley - Mortdale in 2006
compared to Kogarah City shows that there was a larger proportion of households
who owned their dwelling; a smaller proportion purchasing their dwelling; and a
smaller proportion who were renters.

Analysis of the monthly housing loan repayments of households in Oatley - Mortdale
compared to Kogarah City shows that there was a larger proportion of households
paying high mortgage repayments ($2,000 per month or more) but a smaller
proportion of households with low mortgage repayments (less than $950 per month).

In 2006, there were 1,248 households who occupied a separate house in the area,
while 268 occupied a medium density dwelling, and 422 occupied high density flats
and apartments. This represents a slightly higher proportion of separate dwellings
and lower proportion of medium and higher density housing.The largest changes in
the type of dwellings occupied by households in Oatley - Mortdale between 2001 and
2006 were for those occupying high density and medium density dwellings.

Analysis of the car ownership of the households in Oatley - Mortdale in 2006
compared to Kogarah City shows that 84.9% of the households owned at least one
car, while 10.8% did not, compared with 80.6% and 12.0% respectively in Kogarah
City.

Analysis of the voluntary work performed by the population in Oatley - Mortdale
compared to Kogarah City shows that there was a larger proportion of persons who
volunteered for an organisation or group.
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The size of Oatley - Mortdale's labour force in 2006 was 2,612 persons, of which 837
were employed part-time (32.1%) and 1,631 were full time workers (62.5%). Analysis
of the employment status of the population in Oatley - Mortdale in 2006 compared to
Kogarah City shows that there was a larger proportion in employment, and a smaller
proportion unemployed.

Analysis of the labour force participation rate of the population in Oatley - Mortdale in
2006 shows that there was a larger proportion in the labour force (62.8%) compared
with Kogarah City (60.1%). people,

In 2006, there were 606 people who caught public transport to work (train, bus, tram
or ferry) in Oatley -Mortdale, compared with 1,426 who drove in private vehicles (car
–as driver, car – as passenger, motorbike, or truck). This is consistent within the city
generally.

Analysis of the country of birth of the population in Oatley - Mortdale in 2006
compared to Kogarah City shows that there was a smaller proportion of people born
overseas as well as a smaller proportion of people from a non-English speaking
background. The dominant non-English speaking country of birth in Oatley - Mortdale
was China, where 2.8% of the population, or 140 people, were born.

Analysis of the need for assistance of persons in Oatley - Mortdale compared to
Kogarah City shows that there was a similar proportion of persons who reported
needing assistance with core activities.
The major difference in the age groups reporting a need for assistance in Oatley Mortdale and Kogarah City was a lager proportion of persons aged 85 years and
over (1.6% compared to 1.0%).

( www.kogarah.nsw.gov.au November 2010)
The household structure within the area surrounding Oatley Memorial Gardens indicates that the
proportion of families with children, and of children in the age group 5-14, is consistent with the
national average. The user catchment is supplemented by the significant number of children from the
local schools who use Oatley Memorial Gardens in the morning, at lunch-time and during afternoon
periods. The still significant proportion of semi-detached, row/terraces, town houses, flats/units and
apartments within the Oatley- Mortdale area which have less private open space, also increases the
value of Oatley Memorial Gardens as an important passive recreation area.
The proportion of males and females in the 15-19 year age group is also high, and given the relative
popularity of soccer on a state wide basis (NSW Government Inquiry Into Sportsground Management,
2006), this would indicate continued demand for the use of the open space for active recreation. In
regard to sports participation, soccer played by children is ranked first and by adults is rated ninth
(ibid p.5). In a ranking of participation for the top sporting and recreational activities in NSW in the
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past five years, outdoor soccer has maintained its position, and is ranked fourth as the fastest growing
ranking.
The visual quality of Oatley Memorial Gardens is already high, and with ongoing improvement works,
it will become an even more valuable community asset. Oatley Memorial Gardens makes a
significant contribution to the visual quality of the streetscape along Oatley Parade and Oatley
Avenue. This should be maintained in the future use and treatment of the Gardens.

Photo 9:
The new playground is used extensively, however the provision of shade cover is desirable. There is
also the opportunity for the installation of a gazebo within this location.

3.1 Protection of Environmental Assets
Council has prepared a document entitled Flora and Fauna Assessment and Management Issues for
Oatley Memorial Gardens, 2003 and the findings of this assessment are relevant to the plan of
management as follows:
the report outlines the flora and fauna investigations and assessment of management
issues associated with the proposed construction of a walking track along the western
boundary of the southern extent of the Oatley Memorial Gardens. This is the
preferred location identified by Council (Urban Bushland Management Consultants
Pty Ltd 2003, p.21)
examination is completed of three alternative alignments for the walking track, one
on the east and west sides and one along the centre within an excavated culvert
which is currently occupied by a large Sydney Water Corporation water pipeline (
Woronora Pipe). The eastern and central routes would not impact on the adjacent
bushland (ibid, p12)
while the report was focussed on the assessment of the suitability of the western
alignment, there are a number of implications in regard to the management of
bushland adjacent to this route. This is due to the proposed width of the track of 1.2
metres, the required level of clearing to facilitate access and construction of 2.0

LANDSCAPE AUSTRALIA CONSULTANTS

Page 10

KOGARAH CITY COUNCIL
OATLEY MEMORIAL GARDENS
PLAN OF MANAGEMENT

metres, and therefore requiring a total impact area of 3.2 metres. This will be a total
of 840 square metres of native vegetation (ibid p.21)
removal of several street trees/large shrubs is required, and the path would need to
be re-routed around several power poles. The construction of the path is considered
an opportunity to upgrade some of the planting along this route ( ibid,p21)
while none of the existing plant communities are listed under any Acts etc, the
vegetation community is quite important as this is the only location it exists in the
LGA. In areas it is degraded at present but there is great potential to regenerate the
vegetation. Also there are some species that are not found in other locations in the
LGA that are linked within this vegetation community which is quite important locally.
it is noted in the assessment that if the path was located further away from the road
edge and further into the bush, it will impact further on the bush, and will also require
cutting further through the areas of sandstone. A more meandering route would also
be more aesthetically interesting, but will be subject to the same problems, and will
also result in a loss of casual surveillance

For the purposes of this plan of management the option of establishing a walking track along
the western edge of this section of the Oatley Memorial Park is to be assessed against the
expectations of the overall community. In addition to the environmental requirements for
construction and management identified in the noted report and summarised above, there is
a need to address the safety issues arising from the edge of the cutting being close to the
edge of the track and the need for sections of safety fence.
The potential to use the access track along the centre within an excavated culvert which is
currently occupied by a large water pipeline as a cycle route has also been re-examined. This
route is currently available, but requires consideration of the access points from Neville Street
and north of Charles Street. This alignment also requires that the poor drainage at the base
of the cutting be addressed. Of most concern however is that this area is totally concealed
from view from the adjacent Oatley Parade and Oatley Avenue. For these reasons this
alignment is not preferred for the new pedestrian/cycle route.

3.2 Heritage Values

The subject site is listed as a place of Local Significance under the Kogarah Council Environmental
Plan 1998. The document refers to the site as follows:
The Gardens have historical significance at the local level because they were an integral part of the
development of the township community, and are a significant expression of the local pride.
The site was once the location of the original train line which ran from Oatley Avenue
to Oatley Parade from 1884 to 1905, when it was moved to its current location.
Following the purchase by Kogarah Council of two lots of land located between the
hotel and the station, the then Water Board agreed to underground the Woronora
pipeline. This was also based on the understanding that the path between the hotel

LANDSCAPE AUSTRALIA CONSULTANTS

Page 11

KOGARAH CITY COUNCIL
OATLEY MEMORIAL GARDENS
PLAN OF MANAGEMENT

and the station should remain in perpetuity
Kogarah Historical Society October 2009).

(letter to Council from J. Hollebone-

Importantly in 1941, the Council Engineer, Mr Brewer drew up the plans for Oatley
Memorial Gardens. In 1983, to celebrate the 150 years since James Oatley, convict
clockmaker, received his land grant in Oatley, fund raising allowed for the
construction of the Oatley Clock in Frederick Street. ( In a letter of advice to Council
from Ms Beryl Butters from the Oatley Senior Citizens Centre dated 19th August
2009).

The Oatley Memorial Gardens is listed in the Kogarah Heritage Study and the Local Environmental
Plan. Oatley Memorial Gardens is included in the State Heritage Inventory (SHI Number 1870248
Study Number 7.42 Group 2). It is included in the category of Urban Park, group of Parks and
Gardens, and item type of landscape. Its current and former use is for recreation. It has an assessed
significance of local, and a statement of significance as follows:
The Gardens are an historical layering of development over the site of the original Oatley railway line
and platform. It is indicative of the progress of the district with the growing suburbanisation of the
suburbs and the development of the community at the time. The Gardens have historic significance at
a local level because of the association with the early Oatley community and development of civic
pride. The Gardens make a positive contribution to the character and quality of the townscape and to
the heritage of Kogarah. Some aesthetic value but primarily amenity value for the local community.
The Gardens have been a focus for the community. Locally rare, Central Gardens rare in municipality.
( Heritage Inventory 2002, p.1).
There is a detailed description in the form of historical notes or Provenance of the site provided in the
Inventory. Physical description of the site is as follows:
The Memorial Gardens are set on an elongated site bound by Oatley Avenue, Frederick Street, Oatley
Parade, and Hurstville Road. A diagonal decorative painted concrete path crosses the gardens from
Frederick Street shops to Oatley Parade. The path features mosaic panels. The central path is lined
with Prunus sp. There is a brick amenity block on Oatley Parade. The gardens are informally planted
with mature trees (concentrated at perimeter) including Brushbox and Eucalypts. There are specimen
plantings of Araucaria, plantings include Canna, Abelia, Agapanthus, Rose, Azalea, Spirea and
Prunus. The grounds fall to the centre and a water feature and Cocos Palm grove and established at
the lowest point, also marked by parking bay and set of steps opposite Mulga Street. At the northern
end there is triangular pergola supported by twisted columns. (Heritage Inventory 2002, p. 3)
The recommended management for the site is:
The gardens should be included in the Heritage Schedule of the LEP and should be protected. The
character of the area should be protected by Urban Design Controls. Subdivision should not occur.
Existing use of the site should continue. ( Heritage Inventory 2002, p. 3).
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3.3 Community Safety
The draft Oatley Village Centre Improvement Plan 2009 was submitted by Kogarah City Council to
the NSW Police: Hurstville Local Area Command for comment. It concluded that “the proposed new
development has the potential to introduce new victims, crime opportunities and offenders to the
development and the surroundings.” Local Area Command also concluded that “ it is highly probable
therefore, that reported crime may increase in the future. With this in mind natural,
technical/mechanical and organised Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design ( CEPTED)
options need to be considered to reduce opportunities for crime. ‘ (Barrie 2008, letter to Council). The
submission by NSW Police concluded that “in line with the recommendations of CEPTED, Hurstville
Local Area Command will need to conduct a Crime Risk Evaluation on the proposed development
application once it has been finalised.” (ibid, p.4). Contact was made with Senior Sergeant Rock
Simpson, Crime Prevention Officer, Hurstville LAC and the following comments were obtained.
More recently assessment of the specific requirements community safety within the Oatley Memorial
Gardens has been completed, and this has focussed specifically on the Gardens themselves. In
addition to the generic site appreciation and overall recommendations, site specific recommendations
were made as follows:
installation of a physical pedestrian barrier between the Oatley Hotel and Oatley
Avenue roadway;
use of signage to support safety such as “pedestrian crossings”;
to minimise concealment opportunities, screening vegetation with a height of 1-2
metres should be used sparingly within the Gardens;
Alchohol Free Zones should be established in streets and in the Gardens, including
signage (particularly between sunset and sunrise.)

3.3.1 Community Safety Audit 2003
In 2003 a Community Safety Audit was conducted in the Central Business Centre of Oatley, at the
request of representatives of State Parliament, Council, Police and the Community. The audit was
completed in late afternoon on Friday 20th February 2003. The issues which were identified that relate
specifically to the Oatley Memorial Gardens are as follows:
the section of park near to the Rotunda and the children’s playground is favoured as
an area for young people to congregate at the weekends;
concerns were expressed that this area is favoured for illegal consumption of alcohol;
After the closing times of the Oatley Hotel, anti-social behaviour was observed to
occur within the Gardens. To address this problem a bus was provided to transport
people away from the area after the premises closed;
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In 2003 problems were identified in regard to graffiti attack on the existing toilet
block, the wall of the railway underpass, and Oatley Scout hall.
Concern was expressed about the adequacy of the lighting within the Gardens
generally due to the use of spherical style sodium lighting which provides limited
lighting to the horizontal surfaces.
The impact of malicious damage (graffiti) on the scout association was of concern,
and it was suggested that wall surfaces be treated with graffiti resistant paint.
Use of bus service between the Oatley Hotel and the Mortdale Hotel or the Peakhurst
Inn is not favoured, but rather a service to the bus stop in Ormonde Parade
Hurstville, where there is greater access to public transport.

4. Property Details
A summary of full extent of the land included within the investigation area is provided as follows:
Table 1: Oatley Memorial Gardens – Property Details

Lot.

DP

Area
(sq m)

Address

Ownership

1

16690

566

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

2

16690

526

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

3

16690

476

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

2,869

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

4

16690

473

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

5

16690

486

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

6

16690

477

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

7

16690

477

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

8

16690

479

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

9

16690

209

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

10

16690

246

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

11

16690

306

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

12

16690

219

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

13

16690

184

2c Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

14

16690

243

2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council
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15

16690

242

2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

16

16690

254

2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

Lot

DP No.

Area
(sqm)

Address

Ownership

17

16690

210

2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

18

16690

213

2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

19

16690

473

2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

20

16690

434

2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

21

16690

507

2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

22

16690

488

2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

23

16690

485

2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

Unidentifed -could be unmade road

Kogarah City Council

24

16690

459

2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

25

16690

473

2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

26

16690

533

2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

1

578117

6,364

2e Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

1

578117

17,950

2e Oatley Avenue, Oatley

Kogarah City Council

Total
Area
(sqm)

37,321s
qm

Total Area (Ha)

3.7321
hectare

Under the Kogarah Local Environment Plan 1998, the subject area is currently zoned 6(a) Open
Space (Public). This indicated in diagram 2 on page 22.
The site is included within the Kogarah Green Web -a metropolitan wide initiative to establish a green
web of native vegetation and habitat corridors. The site is included in an area designated as Existing
Habitat Area (northern section) and Habitat Reinforcement (southern section). Council requires the
planting of native trees and vegetation to establish a green web link for migrating birds and habitat
opportunities. This is particularly relevant to the contiguous open space corridor which includes Oatley
Memorial Gardens, and specifically the area of native vegetation within the southern section.
The site has a significant amount of vegetation that contributes to the visual and environmental value
of the park and this has been reviewed in section 3.1.
The Sydney Water Corporation Woronora Pipeline is located above ground within the southern
section of the Gardens. Kogarah City Council does not have jurisdiction regarding those portions of
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the Gardens occupied by the Corporation. The Corporation’s land is managed in accordance with the
objectives and principles of the Sydney Water Act, 1994, Sydney Water Corporation Act 2004 and the
Sydney Water Catchment Act, 1998 section 14 which states in part:
a) to ensure that the catchment and the catchment infrastructure works are managed and
protected so as to promote water quality, the protection of public health and public safety and
the protection of the environment.
Kogarah City Council has no jurisdiction over the management of such land and must confer with and
comply with Sydney Water Corporations policy, directives and guidelines in accordance with the
respective governing acts.

Photo 10:
The quality of the landscape treatment on the site, and the high level of maintenance is valued by
local residents, and also results in its use for weddings and wedding photography.

5. Property and Land Categorisation
5.1 Land Categorisation
The Local Government Act requires the classification of Council owned land into “community” or
“operational” land (LGA 1993). The classification “operational “does not apply to the subject land. The
purpose of classifying the land “community land” and then proceeding to categorise the land into
management units is to assign core objectives to provide clear direction in the management for the
various types of landscapes and their resources. Landscape components of the subject site should be
managed to sustain and complement the purpose, function and quality of the various land resources
to preserve the existing character and amenity.
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Photo 11: The planting on the site forms part of the valued heritage significance of the area.

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993- Section 36 it is proposed to categorise the
community land as Park, General Community Use, Bushland, and as an area of Cultural Significance.
Goals and objectives must be in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 core objective
which are specified for each category of land as follows:
5.1.1 Park
Category : Park
Oatley Memorial Gardens is used intensively and consistently for a wide range of passive and active
informal recreation uses. The attendance of groups and individuals is due to the visual and aesthetic
quality of the Gardens, and the availability of a large open area for ball games, athletics and informal
play. The Gardens complement the streetscape of the adjacent streets, and the level of visibility of
the park and level of informal surveillance is high. The effect of earth berms proposed by the Oatley
Village Masterplan needs to be considered within this context and constructed only at appropriate
locations and of a limited height so that surveillance is maximised. Additional tree planting along the
eastern and western side of the central gardens should also maintain low level views. There is scope
to update some of the available park furniture on the site to provide a more cohesive theme within the
Gardens. Opportunities also exist for the incorporation of drainage management features at the
north-eastern edge of the site to improve the quality of stormwater run-off and to supply post-treated
supply to the existing fountain. This would be the subject of further investigation.
Goal: Park
To maintain and promote the use of the site for a wide range of informal recreation activities
commensurate with the size, context and cultural heritage of the site, and to increase the
environmental significance of the Gardens.
Core Objectives: Park
The core objectives specified in Section 36G of the Local Government Act 1993 are as follows:
to encourage, promote and facilitate recreational, cultural, social, and educational
pastimes and activities, and;
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to provide for passive recreational activities or pastimes and for casual playing of games,
and;
to improve the land in such a way as to promote and facilitate its use to achieve other
core objectives for its management.
Supporting Objectives: Park
The objectives which also apply to this section of the site are as follows:
to provide recreational opportunities for a wide range of community groups including
outdoor educational activities. This recognises the high proportion of mature age
residents and the proximity of schools to the site.
ensure that there are no adverse impacts on adjacent residential properties due to the
proximity of houses and units at the perimeter of the site.
provide recreational activities which complement the role played by the Gardens as part
of Council’s Green Web.
continue to provide for the use of Oatley Memorial Gardens for recreational, cultural and
social activities; and
to provide an equitable distribution of facilities for all user groups.

5.1.2 General Community Use

Category: General Community Use
There are two existing premises on the site which have been used by 1st Oatley Scouts and Girl
Guides as headquarters for activities. There is clear relationship between these uses and the
recreation and open space immediately to the north, across Neville Street.

Goal: General Community Use
st

Maximise the utility of the existing buildings on the site for use by the 1 Oatley Scouts, and the
Oatley Guides and to promote the use of these facilities for other community activities where
appropriate.
Core Objectives: General Community Use
The core objectives specified in Section 36I of the Local Government Act 1993 are as follows:
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as general
community use are to promote, encourage and provide for the use of the land, and to
provide facilities on the land, to meet and promote the future needs of the local
community and of the wider public:
(a)
in relation to public recreation and the physical, cultural, social and intellectual
welfare or development of individual members of the public, and

LANDSCAPE AUSTRALIA CONSULTANTS

Page 18

KOGARAH CITY COUNCIL
OATLEY MEMORIAL GARDENS
PLAN OF MANAGEMENT

(b)
in relation to purposes for which a lease, licence or other estate may be granted in
respect of the land ( other than the provision of public facilities and works associated with
or ancillary public facilities).
Supporting Objectives: General Community Use

To maintain the effective operation of the premises used by the 1st Oatley Scouts and the
Oatley Girl Guides for the purposes of conducting training activities that utilise the
Gardens.
To promote the use of these facilities in way which contributes to the level of community
safety of the Gardens, and adds value to the environmental values of the immediate
surrounding areas.
To integrate the facility with the surrounding residential area and to limit any potential
impacts of activities within these premises.

5.1.3 Bushland
Category : Bushland
The southern section of the Oatley Memorial Gardens which contains the above ground water pipe
has important environmental values. This will also become an element which contributes to a new
more environmentally focussed character within the Reserve.
Goal : Bushland
The southern section of the Oatley Memorial Gardens is a valuable and generally underutilised area,
that could be more effectively managed, and contribute to the environmental values of a key
component of the Green Web. An important outcome from this plan of management will be the
confirmation of the ongoing responsibilities for protection and enhancement of the vegetation on this
site.
Core Objectives: Bushland
The core objectives specified in Section 36J of the Local Government Act 1993 are as follows:
(a) To ensure the ongoing ecological viability of the land by protecting the ecological diversity
and habitat values of the land, the flora and fauna ( including invertibrates, fungi and microorganisms) of the land and other ecological values of the land; and
(b) To protect the aesthetic, heritage, recreational, educational and scientific values of the land;
and
(c) To promote the management of the land in a manner that protects and enhances the values
and quality of the land and facilitates public enjoyment of the land, and to implement
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measures directed to minimising or mitigating any disturbance caused by human intrusion;
and
(d) To restore degraded bushland, and
(e) to protect existing landforms such as natural drainage lines, watercourses and foreshores;
(f) to retain bushland in parcels of a size and configuration that will enable the existing plant
and animal communities to survive in the long term; and
(g) to protect bushland as a natural stabiliser of the soil surface.

Supporting Objectives : Bushland
To protect public safety both along the adjacent road edges, and along the floor of
the excavated culvert.
To encourage the participation of nearby landowners in the ongoing protection and
management of the area.

5.1. 4 Cultural Significance

Category : Cultural Significance
The northern section of the Gardens contains built and landscape elements of local historical and
cultural significance. This section is listed as a place of Local Significance under the Kogarah Council
Environmental Plan. The Oatley Memorial Gardens is listed in the Kogarah Heritage Study and the
Local Environmental Plan. Oatley Memorial Gardens is included in the State Heritage Inventory (SHI
Number 1870248 Study Number 7.42 Group 2). It is included in the category of Urban Park, group of
Parks and Gardens, and item type of landscape. Its current and former use is for recreation. It has an
assessed significance of local, and a statement of significance which was include earlier in this Plan
of Management.
The extent of this area is bounded by Oatley Avenue, Frederick Street, Oatley Parade, and Hurstville
Road. A detailed description of the content of this area which is to be categorised at being of cultural
significance has also been provided in Section 3.2 of this Plan of Management.

Goal : Cultural Significance
The recommended actions included in the Heritage Inventory 2002 clearly identify the goal for this
section of the Gardens as follows:
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The gardens should be included in the Heritage Schedule of the LEP and should be protected. The
character of the area should be protected by Urban Design Controls. Subdivision should not occur.
Existing use of the site should continue. (Heritage Inventory 2002, p. 3).

Goal : Cultural Significance

Core Objectives : Cultural Significance
The core objectives specified in Section 36H of the Local Government Act 1993 are as follows:
(1) The core objectives for management of community land categorised as an area of cultural
significance are to retain and enhance the cultural significance of the area (namely its
Aboriginal, aesthetic, archeological, historical, technical or research or social significance) for
past, present or future generations by the active use of conservation methods;
(2) Those conservation methods may include any or all of the following:
(a) the continuous protective care and maintenance of the physical material of the land or of
the context and setting of the area of cultural significance;
(b) the restoration of the land, that is, the returning of the existing physical material of the
land to a known earlier state by removing accretions or by reassembling existing
components without the introduction of new material;
(c) the reconstruction of the land, that is, the returning of the land as nearly as possible to a
known earlier state;
(d) the adaptive reuse of the land, that is, the enhancement or reinforcement of the cultural
significance of the land by the introduction of sympathetic alterations or additions to allow
compatible land uses ( that is, uses that involve changes that are substantially reversible
or changes that require a minimum impact.);
(e) the preservation of the land, that is, the maintenance of the physical material of the land
in its existing state and the retardation of deterioration of the land.
(3) A reference in subsection (2) to land includes a reference to any buildings erected on the
land.

Supporting Objectives : Cultural Significance

The heritage aspects of the Gardens are a major feature of the site, and distinguish this site from
other recreation and parkland areas of the municipality. The following objectives are to be applied:
where repairs or replacement of structures and landscape features is required, to
complete these works in a sensitive way, to maintain the integrity of these elements,
and maintain the appropriate reference to their cultural and heritage significance;
to investigate the appropriateness of modifying these elements, such as the existing
fountain, to improve the environmental value and long term sustainability.
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Diagram 2: Kogarah Local Environment Plan 1998 with annotations
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6. Brief History of Site Development
The key events which are relevant in the preparation and implementation of the Oatley Memorial
Gardens Plan of Management may be summarised as follows. There are a number of activities
for which the Gardens have been consistently used, such as weddings and wedding photography.
The items which are listed are intended to demonstrate the range and date of commencement of
activities within the Gardens:
1968: Request for erection of tents in connection with the official opening of the
Guide Hall.
1971: Requested use of the netball courts by Oatley District Methodist Basketball
Team;
1972: Use of netball courts by Oatley RSL Club and St Josephs School teams is
established;
1972: Use of the Gardens by the Georges River Scout Group for cubs sports day;
1974: Use of the area opposite the Shell Garage and Oatley Parade for Fete by
Masonic Association ( District 25);
1974: Annual Children’s Christmas picnic ( Earlwood-Bardwell Park RSL Group);
1975: Small fete at the corner of Frederick and Oatley Avenue;
1976: Use of the Gardens for soccer;
1977: Cake stall at the corner of Frederick and Oatley Parade-Oatley Brownie Pack;
1977: Consent given that additional netball court could be established between the
war memorial and the existing court, because the site to the south had drainage
problems;
1980: Oatley Public School request for sport on Friday afternoons during winter;
1983: Oatley 150th Anniversary and celebrations;
1983: Annual Athletics Carnival by Oatley Public School;
1992: Australian Scouts Association – NSW Branch, request to hold a march for 120170 youths;
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2000: Confirmation by Oatley RSL Youth Club that the Gardens no longer used for
netball training;
2000: Letter of appreciation from Oatley Heritage Group regarding placement of the
plaque to identify site of the original railway station;
2002: Request for bicycle access through the Gardens (paths not wide enough);
2002: Oatley Scouts-Georges Rover East Hills zone fun run;
2006; Resident concern regarding the operation of the Oatley Clock and its noise
effect at night;
2006: Concern expressed by Oatley Flora and Fauna Conservation Society regarding
tree removal;
2007: Council Notice of Motion to investigate ensuring safety for young children using
the Gardens;
2007: Lions Club Music in the Park
2009: Concern regarding why the Oatley Clock chimes not working;
2009: Rededication of the War Memorial;
2009: Oatley Scouts Market Day and closure of Neville Street between Oatley
Avenue and Oatley Parade;
2009: Concern about the damage and condition of the Gardens opposite the IGA
following night time activity;
2010: Support of use of the Gardens for fitness classes if not noisy;
2010: Advice from Real Results fitness to residents and Council about the current use
of the Gardens, Oatley Public School and School Hall for fitness classes;
2010: Oatley RSL request for hand rail at the northern end of the Memorial near the
flagpole;
2010: Request for more effective management of Bindi grass;
2010: Carols in the Park. Request by Mortdale-Oatley Memorial Baptist Church;
2010: Official opening of the Oatley Memorial Park playground;
2011: Concern about Council allowing use of the Gardens for outdoor fitness which
commences at 6.00am; and refers to separation distances from residential properties
applied by other Councils; and
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7. Recent Operation

The current operation of Oatley Memorial Gardens has been examined in the context of the existing
and proposed changes in the composition of the surrounding land use. While there is a significant
quantity of higher density housing which is appropriately located at the margins of the site, discussion
with Council’s planning department has confirmed that there are no significant redevelopment
projects planned or proposed within the catchment area of the Oatley Memorial Gardens.

7.1 Surrounding Activities
The nature of the surrounding land use is useful in providing an effective informal surveillance, an
increased density of users of the Gardens and in contributing activities such as coffee shops and
restaurants that allow for complementary use of the facilities such as playground areas and open
space. There are two aged persons facilities near the Gardens, one an independent aged care
housing, and the other a nursing home. Both facilities generate activity within the site. In addition the
proximity of the schools, and particularly Oatley Public School have a close relationship with the site,
and are used on a regular basis for informal sports activities and during after school collection times.
This adds an additional social dimension to the Gardens as they have become a meeting place for
the parents of children attending the nearby schools.

7.2 Village Centre Improvement Plan
As part of the masterplan completed by PLACE Design Group in 2009, there was specific attention
given to the adjacent Memorial Gardens which was “considered to be a vital component of the plan
and was also introduced in the scope of works” ( PLACE Design Group, p.1). Although the focus of
this study was the proposed improvements within the main shopping precinct in Frederick Street there
were key directions given to the Oatley Memorial Gardens. A community survey was completed to
identify issues and opportunities for the centre, and the findings most relevant to the Gardens were
noted as follows.
In completing the community survey, which asked “which three things do you like most about the
Oatley Village Shopping Centre”, 12% of the respondents nominated the parklands as a reason.
When asked whether the community would like to see public art in the Oatley Village Shopping
Centre there was only a slightly greater number in favour than not. However when asked where in the
Oatley Village shopping centre should the public art be located, almost half the respondents thought a
location in the Gardens was appropriate. Having noted that nearly half the respondents wanted the
public art to be located in the Gardens, there was broad support for these items to include water
features; artistic designed street furniture, decorative paving, murals, sculpture, lighting installations
and banners. The most important issue for the village in the long term ( to 2015) was to address the
parking issue. The second most often mentioned issue raised was vandalism. This also has relevance
to the Oatley Memorial Gardens. More detailed review of the individual survey responses has
identified the following items that are directly relevant to the future operation of this plan of
management.
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The proposed closure of the portion of Frederick Street near to the clock tower to
through traffic was a major issue of concern ( total 24 responses);
Any reduction in the availability of parking ( 18 responses) was also a key concern of
residents and business operators;
The need for the construction of a parking structure (6 responses);
Concern regarding the removal of the service station and mechanic along Oatley
Parade (4 responses).
Some support (4 responses) was given for the future link to the Oatley Station,
although this was on the basis that the link be located next to the Service Station and
Mechanics workshop.
Some support for the relocation of the bus-stop from the main commercial area of
Frederick Street further to the west ( 4 responses).
The view that public art will become the target of vandalism ( 4 responses).
The need to limit the extent of tree planting within the gardens to maximise the
potential for passive and active informal recreation ( 4 responses )
The possibility of re-opening Neville Street and providing a pedestrian bridge ( 2
responses).
The need for more planting within the Gardens ( 2 responses).
Need for park and ride facility for Oatley Station.
General comments relevant to the plan of management may be summarised as follows:
The level of maintenance of the site is high and could be relaxed;
Need to improve the quality of the segmented pavers;
Don’t need too many paths;
Extent of hard paved areas within the Gardens needs to be restricted;
Care is needed in the design of the new public toilet to manage its impact on the
public environment;
Potential new location of the public toilet would benefit from surveillance from the
hotel;
Concern regarding the location of the public toilets near the hotel which is considered
to result in additional noise generation
Need for overall co-ordination of improvement works with the Hurstville Council and
Rail Corp;
Concern that wider pedestrian/cycle paths is not required, given observed preference
for use of Oatley Parade and Avenue;
Additional barbeques are both equally supported and opposed.
Could keep the existing toilet and provide a new one also;
Need more historical interpretive information;
Assess effect of proposed raised crossings.
The main focus of the Oatley Village Centre Improvement Plan (2009) is indicated in the diagram
which follows. ( Refer Illustrative Master-plan –Lower Frederick Street). This is within and surrounding
the James Oatley Senior Plaza. It is important to note that although the plan provides a bus
loading/unloading area within the Plaza, and priority is given to pedestrians, access by private
vehicles will be retained. During the public assessment of the plan, the perceived removal of access
for cars within the plaza area was considered to be a major constraint and a deficiency of the plan by
some submitters.
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More recently a community questionnaire was conducted for the Playground which has been
constructed on the north-west corner of Oatley Avenue and Frederick Street. A total of 22 survey
forms were received, and reviewed as follows:
The main observations of the results were the significantly high proportion of female respondents, the
predominance of which were mature aged and more often residents of Oatley Avenue. A high
proportion of these residents were single, or adults without children, and all of which accessed the
Gardens by walking. Attendance at the Gardens was most significant by persons on their own, with
family and friends of a similar age group, and with one or more children under the age of six. The
most significant reason for visiting the Gardens was described as “to be close to nature and enjoy the
outdoors, to “do something with friends”, “keep physically fit” and to “rest physically and relax”.
Respondents to the survey believed that should facilities such as a playground for up to six year olds,
it will be highly likely to be used. This is more so than a playground for 7-11 year olds. Physical
fitness stations would not likely be used, however a walking/exercise path would be used intensively.
Seating and planting would be the most likely items sought by respondents. Other items suggested
for the Gardens included a rebound wall, basketball ring, and adult outdoor fitness equipment.
Individual comments about what facilities that would not be supported were wide ranging and
included:
the development of a dog training area, and BBQ was least supported by residents;
both support and opposition was expressed for a future skateboard ramp;
dark places, furniture that collected rubbish, bike track, fireworks, over use of concrete,
restricted use of motorised and noisy equipment, oversized festivals, more effective
management of dog droppings.
Comments made to assist in the development of the Gardens included:
improved lighting, mesh tables and chairs to absorb spills, swings for teenagers, move
the playground near to the hotel, control vandalism generated by alcohol related bad
behaviour, need for improved police patrols at night, more trees for shade, discourage
the feeding of pigeons, safety fence around play areas, shade cloth for the playground,
improved weather protection, increased local flora and fauna, create a sensory garden,
reduce the level of mowing during summer when dry, and maintain the attractive views.
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Diagram 3: Illustrative Master Plan

Source: PLACE Design Group 2009
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8. Consultation
It is recognised that the success of the Plan of Management will be greatly determined by the extent
to which key stakeholders are aware of and able to effectively participate in the plan preparation
process, and can continue to support the initiatives included in the plan. The consultation process
adopted in the formulation of this plan of management included the following:
A survey questionnaire was hand delivered to a total of 330 properties located in the area
surrounding the subject sites. A total of 75 responses (22%) were obtained. This includes
the commercial premises located along Oatley Avenue with a frontage to the Memorial
Gardens. A copy of the postal questionnaire is provided in Appendix A, and the extent of
the distribution is identified in the plan following;
Correspondence was also sent to each of the key stakeholder groups which have a direct
interest in the operation of the Oatley Memorial Gardens which includes Lions Club of
Oatley, Rail Corp, Oatley RSL and Community Club Co-op Ltd, St Joseph’s Primary
School, Oatley Public School, Georges River Senior College, Lodge Oatley-Oatley
Masons, Oatley Heritage Group, Kogarah Historical Society Incorporated, Oatley Flora
and Fauna Conservation Society, 1st Oatley Scout Group, St George Bicycle User Group,
Oatley Girl Guides, NSW Police Force and Sydney Water. The findings of this key
stakeholder consultation is provided in Appendix B;
Individual interview surveys of residents of properties located adjacent, opposite or
nearby to Oatley Memorial Gardens. These sites were identified because they have views
towards Oatley Memorial Gardens or are directly affected by the activities which may
occur within the Gardens. Because of the difficulty of making contact with the residents of
the upper levels of the residential apartments on the east side of Oatley Avenue, a
different form of consultation was used as outlined as follows;
An informal “street chat” was held on Saturday 27th November 2010, at the Oatley Village
Shopping Centre. The results of the community questionnaire were displayed at the street
chat, and further comments were sought from members of the community. Local
Councillors were also invited to drop in to obtain a briefing on the progress of the
community consultation and the project generally.
Contact was made with ward Councillors by telephone and all Councillors were advised
by e-mail. Relevant officers of the Kogarah Council were also made aware of the project
and advice was sought on the review of traffic management, planning policies and
environmental management.

A summary of the outcomes from these various consultations is provided as follows:
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8.1 Residents Observations
The consultation strategy adopted for this project has included distribution of a postal questionnaire to
residents living adjacent or opposite Oatley Memorial Gardens. A total of 330 questionnaires were
hand delivered to these properties, including the business premises which have a frontage to Oatley
Avenue and Oatley Parade. Summaries of the results obtained from the surveys are included in
Appendix A .The key findings may be summarised as follows:
the age profile of respondents confirms the overall maturity of the population living close
to the Gardens, with a significant proportion over 65 years old;
there is a significant proportion of single person households. This also reflects the age
structure of the local community;
anticipated use of the barbeque and picnic facilities is not high by local residents, even
though the properties which front Oatley Avenue are predominantly older style flats
without private open space at ground level. There was a level of concern about whether
they would promote further late night anti-social behaviour;
use of the infant playground is both anticipated and not anticipated, and this again may
reflect the maturity of the respondents. Observation of this facility have indicated a high
degree of popularity;
The anticipated low level of interest in the 7-11 year age playground was surprising,
Observation of this facility has indicated that a significant proportion of the users of this
facility are drawn from the students of the nearby school. A high level of interest in the
use of the walking/exercise path was noted, and this is consistent with the age structure
of the respondents to the survey. It adds to the importance of the proposed upgrade to
provide a shared pedestrian/cycle path;
As in the case of the pedestrian facilities, the use of seating in the park is considered very
likely by respondents. This will be addressed in the proposed additional gazebo,
upgrading of the existing gazebo, and the earth mounding along the eastern edge of the
Gardens;
Surprisingly while the interest in using the seating available in the park was high, the
anticipated use of the earth mounding as informal seating was not significant. This may
be due to the uncertainty by respondents about the purpose of the mounding or the
usefulness of this form of seating for mature aged residents;
There was general, but not overwhelming support for the upgraded water feature. Based
on the experience of conducting individual questionnaire surveys, it was when the
potential use of the water feature as a way of improving the quality of drainage discharge
was explained, clear support was given for this initiative;
Clear support was expressed for the use of the Gardens, trees and landscape treatment
and this included the provision of adequate shade at the perimeter of the outdoor playing
area;
Facilities that respondents would not like to see provided in the Gardens include
barbeques, skate park and teenage sporting facilities and dogs/pets without proper
management;
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Facilities that respondents would most like to see within the park include additional
seating, additional planting, and a fitness/exercise circuit.
There was significant support for the maintenance of the Gardens in its current form
without alteration to maintain the character of the site.

Oatley
Memorial
Gardens Plan
of
Management
Area

Extent of
Consultation –
Postal

Diagram 4: Oatley Memorial Gardens Plan of Management Consultation Area
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Diagram 5: Oatley Memorial Gardens Plan of Management Consultation Area

8.3 Local Schools
The Gardens are an important area for informal recreation and are used by children of Oatley
Primary School and St Josephs Primary School. This includes structured activities during school
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hours and general play, particularly on the new children’s playground after school hours. There
are considered to be no major issues regarding the use of the site, except for balls sometimes
going on to the road, and some difficulty for the crossing of Oatley Avenue with large numbers of
children where there is angle parking. The current location of the public toilet is considered to be
less useful.

8.4 Community Groups and Authorities
Consultation was sought with representatives from key community groups including Oatley Lions
Club, Rail Corp, Oatley RSL, Oatley Masons, Kogarah Historical Society, Oatley Flora and Fauna
Society, 1st Oatley Scout Group, Oatley Guides, and Sydney Water.
Comments have been obtained from the Oatley Heritage Group and Oatley Flora and Fauna
Society Inc . These responses, together with comments obtained from Oatley Public School are
included in the summary table in Appendix B.
RailCorp
Contact was made with a representative from the Rail Development section of RailCorp on 10th
February 2011, and advice was provided that there are currently no plans to provide a lift at the
Oatley Station. This was identified in the Oatley Village Centre Improvement Plan (2009). It was
pointed out that there are considerable constraints to the delivery of the required DDA compliant
ramps and the lifts for this station. While it was recognised by RailCorp that the access
arrangements for Oatley station can be improved, priority has been given to the upgrading of
pedestrian access to nearby stations at Mortdale and Penshurst.
Sydney Water Corporation
Advice was obtained from Sydney Water Corporation on 9th February 2011, and confirmation
th
obtained when the Service Location Plan was also inspected on 10 February 2011, regarding the
status of the Woronora Pipeline. While Kogarah City Council does not have jurisdiction regarding
those portions of the Gardens occupied by the Corporation and the Corporation’s land is managed
in accordance with the objectives and principles of the Sydney Water Act, 1994, Sydney Water
Corporation Act 2004 and the Sydney Water Catchment Act, the balance of the site is owned and
managed by the Kogarah City Council. It is understood that the Corporation is responsible for the
maintenance of a corridor of land 6.1 metres wide along the pipeline, although this does not
appear as a formal easement on the Service Location Plan.
Oatley Historical Society Incorporated
Contact was made with the president of the Kogarah Historical Society in February 2011, and a
second copy of the survey was sent. Telephone comments noted included the importance of the
heritage and appearance of the Gardens which feature in bus tours conducted by the group. The
current location of the public toilet is considered to be convenient.
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Oatley Guides
There are two groups which use the Guide Hall at Neville Street. The 7-10 year olds (Tues
6.30pm- 8.15pm) and 11-14 year olds ( Thurs 7.00pm-9.00pm). The Gardens are used for a
range of activities during these sessions such as tracking, rope work, and field work generally.
The netball courts are used by the Guides. The Guides are told not use the area to the south
along the pipeline. Some of the issues mentioned in relation to the operation of the hall include
the management of vegetation immediately adjacent to the hall and the unavailability of a public
toilet in this section of the gardens, resulting in requests being made to the facility within the guide
hall.
Oatley Scouts
Contact was made with the 1st Oatley Scout Group, and an additional copy of the questionnaire
survey was sent to this group. There is general satisfaction with the operation of the facility, and
with the Gardens. There are some problems with graffiti and rubbish from late night activities in
the Gardens, however this is considered to be a general problem, and not specific to the
operation of the Oatley Scout Hall.
Oatley Public School
Advice was provided by the Principal of Oatley Public School and a questionnaire survey was
completed. The Gardens form an important extension to the recreational and social activities of
the school, and its open space, playground, environmental and historical features are valued
assets. The Gardens are used for fetes and fairs. The school has used the gardens for fun runs,
yearly athletics carnivals and sports programmes. Works completed in the Gardens in 2010, and
the additional rainfall, did restrict the extent of use of the Gardens. There was general support for
the initiatives included in the Oatley Village Centre Improvement Plan (2009), and there was
significant interest in the longer term initiative of installing lift access to the Oatley Railway
Station and providing a raised pedestrian crossing point along Oatley Parade.

8.5 Interview Questionnaire
A total of 41 interviews were conducted with residents who live immediately adjacent or opposite
Oatley Memorial Gardens. The reason for the low level of response was due to a number of residents
who indicated that they had already received and completed the postal questionnaire. This also
included a number of households where two people provided comments.
It was difficult to obtain interviews with residents in the apartments on the east side of Oatley Avenue,
because of security arrangements for these buildings. This is the reason for the completion of an
informal “street chat” the results of which are summarised in the following section.
An important observation from the process of completing these interviews is the clarity of
understanding by residents that this plan of management was different from the process used to
complete the Village Centre Improvement Plan. There was no reference to the proposed closure of
Frederick Street which was such an issue of concern during the preparation of the Improvement Plan.
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Residents were generally pleased with the current operation of the Oatley Memorial Gardens, and
provided positive suggestions about how it can be further enhanced. A number of comments of
support were made about the high level of maintenance, if sometimes it was felt that mowing during
periods of drought could be less frequent. Residents value the Gardens, and it is the view of the
consultant based on the comments provided by residents and observation of the continued operation
of the Gardens, that it is ideally located, providing a high level of recreational and social value to the
broadest range of user groups.
The results of the interviews are provided in Appendix B. The main finding of these contacts may be
summarised as follows
there is a general appreciation of the value of Oatley Memorial Gardens as a visually
attractive, and comfortable location for passive and active informal recreation;
there is some concern about anti-social behaviour within the Gardens, sometimes
associated with the closing time of the hotel, but also in the Gardens generally.
the installation of the new playgrounds has met with community expectation, however the
need for shade for the southern playground was seen as a priority.
Construction of a shelter near to the southern playground was supported, however there
was a level of concern expressed about the installation of barbeques.
While the need for an upgraded public toilet facility was recognised, and one which
provided for access by the disabled, there was also an often expressed view that the
location of the existing facility is acceptable.
Where support existed for the construction of a new public toilet at the corner of Frederick
Street and Oatley Avenue, there was an interest in the quality of the design so that it did
not reduce the quality of the public environment.

8.6 Street Chat - Questionnaire
A street-chat and drop in session was held on Saturday 27th November 2010 between 10.00am2.00pm Notification of the session was provided to local residents during the conduct of
interviews, and the delivery of a letter to properties when an interview could not be obtained. The
main findings from the street chat reflected the wider geography of the respondents, however the
views regarding the proposed initiatives were consistent with the postal questionnaire and
individual surveys. Specific issues identified which were noted are as follows:
greater attention to the lighting of the Gardens would be useful;
there was less likelihood of regular use of the Gardens, however there was appreciation
of particular components, such as the children’s playgrounds, and the use of the open
space areas for general fitness;
an appreciation of the indigenous planting within the southern section of the Gardens;
maintaining public access to the Gardens was considered a priority, and not cluttering the
Gardens with too many structures;
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the importance of providing a lift access to the station was mentioned by mature aged
residents who are forced to travel to Mortdale to obtain access to the platform;
while the level of maintenance of the Gardens is appreciated, and the efforts of the
Council staff were acknowledged, there was a view expressed about managing the
intensity of use of the Gardens, to protect its environmental features;
a request for improved management of pets within the Gardens is required; and
the efforts of local residents in cleaning up rubbish after the week-end was noted.
The results of these interviews were tabulated with those completed with residents immediately
surrounding the Gardens, and these are included in Appendix B.

9. Issues Assessment
Key issues relating to the future value of the site have been identified through a process which:
determines the existing value of the site assets and assessment of the factors that may
have an effect on its future value;
consultation with key stakeholders (authorities and agencies); and
consultation with the local community.
Based on this process the following values have been identified as being of importance:
Community use;
Informal- active and passive recreation.
Review of the results of the consultation indicates that minimal concerns exist about the operation of
future recreation and community activities on the site. The main issues identified which have been
addressed in formulating a strategy for the future use of the site may be summarised as follows:
Vegetation Management
There is a significant amount of trees and large shrubs on the site, and it is important that this
resource is managed effectively, to protect the amenity of the residents of the adjacent properties.
Playground Area
Replacement of playground equipment has been completed within the central and southern areas of
the Gardens. The central playground has a railway theme and a swing which allows for wheel chair
access. It is anticipated that the new equipment will be used intensively.
Public Toilets
Replacement of the public toilets is to occur as part of the Oatley Village Centre Masterplan
Improvements, and would occupy a new position on the site. The current structure was the target of
serious graffiti attack before being the subject of a community arts project. Anti-social behaviour has
been reported by some of the nearby residents partly due to the lack of visibility at night. It is
desirable that the design of the new facility respond to these issues.
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Assessment of the overall demand for the recreation and open space needs of the Kogarah Bay area,
and South Sydney generally has been confirmed in recent investigations studies and inquiries. The
outcomes of these investigations, which are relevant to the future use of Oatley Memorial Gardens
are as follows:
In Assessing Sydney’s Recreation Demand and Opportunities (Department of Infrastructure,
Planning and Natural Resources) it is confirmed that overall there will continue to be growth in
demand for sports and recreation facilities, however demand will differ across the city. A
significant demand for outdoor sports grounds in south Sydney was noted. The priorities noted for
Southern Sydney in term of gaps in delivery were for more and better used sports fields, more
passive informal park, particularly with upgraded playgrounds, and services such as shade,
seating and signage ( ibid. p. 10).
The continued use of Oatley Memorial Gardens for passive and active informal park, with its
upgraded playground, shade, seating and signage, is consistent with the assessment of the
current demand for sports and recreation facilities within South Sydney generally.
Kogarah Council Leisure and Recreation Strategy –Action Plan HM Leisure Planning Pty Ltd and
Inspiring Place Pty Ltd Volume 3 identifies a number of principles that should underpin decisions
on leisure and recreation in the city, which specifically apply to the future use of Oatley Memorial
Gardens which include:
Principle 7: Multi-use and Efficiency such as “Only supporting leisure and recreation provision
initiatives which are designed to facilitate and encourage multi-use.
Principle 10: Partnerships and Shared Responsibility for example “encouraging shared leisure and
recreation venue use and management regimes between clubs and/or community groups
This is also expressed in the Policy Position of Council which requires that “5. Council will encourage
a transition to a shared or multiple occupations of existing grounds, facilities, clubrooms and social
activities“. (ibid p. 12)
The current arrangements which apply to the shared use of Oatley Memorial Gardens by students of
nearby school on an informal basis is consistent with these principles.
Of the six key decision areas identified in the Kogarah Council Leisure and Recreation Strategy
Action Plan. The following are directly relevant to the Management Plan:
3. Maintaining, upgrading and redeveloping existing leisure and recreation facilities
4. Maintaining and upgrading existing, and developing new leisure and recreation programs
5. Upgrading the existing, and developing new leisure and recreation services. (ibid p. 14)
The continued upgrading of Oatley Memorial Gardens, supplementary landscape treatment, and
installation of the new playgrounds is also consistent with the key directions of the Strategy Plan.
Within the key decision areas of the Recreation Action Plan which seeks to build operational
processes and policies in the Council and in the wider community,
Initiative 5: Ensure that master plans and management plans prepared for recreation and open space
venues are based on the a comprehensive assessment of demographic, residential development,
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leisure trend and need information, and that they are developed in the context of their contribution to
the overall set of leisure opportunities. Adopt the hierarchy of open spaces to assist identify priorities.
Initiative 6. Improve the safety, use and attractiveness of existing informal open spaces through the
improved lighting, security, footpaths and street landscaping.
These initiatives can be effectively supported by the continued improvement of Oatley Memorial
Gardens. The installation of a shared walking-cycle path within the site, and additional landscape
treatment are worthwhile initiatives.

10. Oatley Village Centre Master Plan Initiatives
The Oatley Village Centre Improvement Plan/Master Plan 2009 identifies a number of potential
improvements to the Oatley Memorial Gardens. These are indicated in the following diagram which
has been the subject of considerable community review and comment.

Site initiative proposed
Oatley Village Centre
Improvement plan (2009)

Extent of implementation by
Council/other authorities/
local community

Further action required and
priority

1.Upgrade of existing Park,
including relocation of the
existing toilet block
2. Upgrade of existing water
feature and improved
integration to park and
streetscape.

To be completed. New site
identified.

3. New Park footpaths

Commencement of construction

4.Gateway Structures

5. New angled parking areas.

To be completed. Not
considered a high priority by the
local community.
Completed.

Prepare a staged park asset
improvement and development
plan.
Requires detail engineering
design and assessment.
Alternative approach of reestablishing water cascade
needs to be examined and
costed.
Need to examine options for the
widening of existing pathways
to create a shared pedestrian/
cycle route with expanded width
of 3.0 metres.
Requires design and cost
assessment.

6.James Oatley Snr Plazafeature threshold treatment to
pedestrian node/bus area.

Not completed. Requires
modification of kerb edge, and
new paving.

7. New train-themed play area

Installation completed.
Fencing completed but requires
adjustment.
Substantial works completed.

8. ANZAC Memorial area

LANDSCAPE AUSTRALIA CONSULTANTS

To be completed, including
examination of potential
modification to function as rain
garden

None.
This project contributes to the
safety of pedestrians and
cyclists and effectively links the
northern and central sections of
the Gardens. It is a high priority
Monitor use and survey uses.

Potential for additional pathway
connections to the north-south
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9. New location of toilet blocks

10. New BBQ facilities

11. Mounding to edge of park

Subject of community
consideration during
consultation for Plan of
Management
Subject of community
consideration during
consultation for Plan of
Management
Subject of community
consideration during
consultation for Plan of
Management

12. Upgrade of active play area
13. Creation of civic pocket with
new raised crossing to lower
Frederick Street

The need to address traffic and
transport issues is still
significant.

14A.Footpath widening to south
side of lower Frederick Street

The need to address traffic and
transport issues is still
significant.
This initiative has been
generally supported by
respondents, and should
accompany the actions
identified in 13 and 14A.
This is not included within the
scope of the Plan of
Management
This is not included within the
scope of the Plan of
Management
This is not included within the
scope of the Plan of
Management
Although this is not included
within the scope of the plan of
Management, it was noted by
respondents to surveys as an
important local initiative.
This is not included within the
scope of the Plan of
Management
This initiative accompanied the
proposal to remove the service
station and provide lift access
to the station. The removal of
the service station is not
proposed.

14B. Additional short stay
parking and loading bay to
shops area (relocation of bus
setdown)
15. Introduced amenity to
Council’s carpark
16. Upgrade of existing laneway

17. Entry treatment to
Library
18. Proposed bridge link with lift
and stair access to train station,
across municipal boundary

19. Sculptural element

20. Relocated raised crossing
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pedestrian/cycle route.
Community support for
continued operation in current
location. Need for high quality
design in prominent location.
Not considered to be a high
priority by majority of survey
respondents.
This is a medium priority, and
should be completed only at
strategically useful locations
and not exceed one metre in
height.
Improved management of
activities on the site.
Following further public
consultation, detailed design of
the required civil works is
required, and should
commence as a priority.
Detailed design is required, and
should commence as a priority.
Detailed design of the required
traffic management and civil
works is required, and should
commence as a priority.
No action required.

No action required

No action required

No action required

No action required

No action required.
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11. Site Development Principles
Following the review of the Oatley Village Centre Master Plan initiatives, and examination of the
results of the community consultation, there are a number of guiding principles that will need to
be reflected in any initiatives for the site. These include:
Community Focus:
Oatley Memorial Gardens has been confirmed as being of significance to the local and wider
community. They are of particular importance to local schools which have a continuing interest in
use of the open space for informal active recreation. The use of the site as a venue for informal
active recreation is anticipated to continue. The use of the site for commercial fitness classes
should be managed based on agreed policy specified by Council.
Hours of Operation:
The current extent of use of the facilities within Oatley Memorial Gardens meets with the
requirements of Oatley Public School, St Josephs Primary School and Georges River Senior
College.
Noise Generation:
Current noise generation from the site is generally acceptable to residents in the properties
surrounding the Reserve. The use of the site for commercial fitness classes is to be in
accordance with the stated policy of Council.
Environmental Values:
The maintenance of the health of the vegetation on the site is important. It is appropriate to
continue to improve the landscape treatment of the site. This includes additional perimeter
planting along the edges of the central gardens area, and improved management of the remnant
vegetation within the southern area of the Gardens along the pipeline.
Drainage Management:
No major alterations are proposed to the drainage arrangements on the site. There is however
potential to introduce some water sensitive urban design treatments as part of the ongoing
landscape treatments on the site. This would incorporate stormwater harvest and on-site
treatment which could also supply the existing fountain at the edge of Oatley Parade. This would
however require a more detailed drainage study. In the event that the use of the fountain for the
improvement of water quality discharge is not effective, the retention of the structure as part of a
dry landscape feature should be considered. Planting selection should be consistent with the era
in which the fountain was constructed.
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Pedestrian-Cycle network:
The Plan of Management provides for the upgrade of pedestrian and cycle access within the
Gardens, and the widening of the pedestrian/cycle path to 3.0 metre. This needs to be
accompanied by protocols for the use of cycles along a shared pathway. It is not appropriate to
allow cyclists to have priority along this route.
Carparking and Access:
Review of the parking supply for the commercial centre was provided during the preparation of
the Oatley Village Centre Masterplan, While there was considered to be a deficiency of parking
within the commercial area, the area surrounding the Gardens has adequate supply. The
management of this area may however require review. The use of kerb-side allocation for all-day
parking by rail commuters is not appropriate.

12. Values Based Response
By addressing the importance of the expressed values of the site, the unique qualities and
characteristics of the site identified through the community consultation process can provide the basis
of the plan of management. Based on the consultation conducted, the expressed values of the site
are its role as a commemorative area, for passive recreation, and informal active recreation.
Features of the open space that are highly valued are its proximity, accessibility, and visual quality.
In regard to the continued use of the Gardens, there is no requirement to formalise the informal use of
this facility by local schools. The holding of sports days and events will however require specific
authority be given by Council and this could occur within the authority of this plan of management.
The use of Oatley Memorial Gardens by Oatley Lions Club is also the subject of annual review and
this shall be formalised in this plan of management. The use of the site for the annual village festival
needs to sit within the expressed values of the site of maintaining its availability to the public and
limiting the impact of activities on the environmental features which exist. Aspects of the operation of
the Festival which require re-assessment are the maintenance of safety while providing Harley rides,
and the placement of stalls with adequate setback from the War Memorial.

Photo 11: Oatley Lions Village Festival is a successful community event which needs to be
conducted in a way which protects the assets on the site.
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13. Action Plan
This Action Plan has been prepared for Oatley Memorial Gardens to achieve the long term planning,
development and management of the site. The strategies for action are based on the objectives and
management requirements of the Gardens. The content of the Action Plan, which is illustrated in the
diagram following, includes:
identification of values and desired goals to achieve the vision statement for this site;
objectives to achieve the value goal;
statement of general strategies and actions to achieve the objectives;
the timing and priority of these strategies and actions;
the individuals and groups responsible for the implementation and coordination of each
action;
opinion of probable costs of the actions; and
performance indicators for these actions.
The content of the Action Plan for Oatley Memorial Gardens should be reviewed during the
reassessment of the Plan of Management, which occurs every five years.
All approved actions, strategies and policies are to comply with the objectives of the assigned land
categories. The main initiatives of the Action Plan are as follows:.
Passive Recreation: Provide high quality vegetation treatment to create an attractive setting for
seating, walking and general relaxation.
Environment: Continue to enhance the Gardens by planting of locally indigenous trees and shrubs
to create an identifiable character consistent with the context of the site as part of the Green
Web.
Park Furniture: Provide additional seating and a second Gazebo at the southern end of the
Gardens opposite the Scout and Guide Halls. Install two picnic tables near the new playground.
Pedestrian/Cycle Access: Install a pedestrian-cycle path widened to 3.0 metres within the
Gardens as indicated in the Oatley Village Centre Improvement Plan Master-plan Report 2009,
Drainage: Investigate the provision of on-site drainage management treatments particularly at the
frontage of the site to Oatley Avenue, to provide a water source for the existing fountain at the
edge of Oatley Avenue.
Public Toilet : Replace the existing public toilet to a standard suitable for access by the main
park user groups. Explain to the community that the design will be an improved high security
design to maximise public safety and permit access by disabled persons. Special consideration is
to be given to the design treatment to provide for its effective integration with this important
location.
Playground: Provision of a shade structure for the new playground in the central Gardens area is
required.
Community Art: Drawing on the rich community history of the site such as its previous use as a
railway line, create special furniture items that celebrate the local history and importance of the
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site. Involve the local schools in this process. Replacement of similar mosaics that were located
in the main diagonal path that runs through the northern Gardens area as part of the pavement
extension at the corner of Frederick Street and Oatley Avenue is proposed.
Signage: Review the current direction and information signs on the site, with a view to
replacement and augmentation where required. Attention is to be given to improving behaviour in
the Gardens at night
These features and other comments are illustrated in the site initiatives plan following.
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14 Proposed Future Development
The Local Government Act 1993 requires a description of the future use and development that will be
permitted in Oatley Memorial Gardens as follows:
TABLE 1
Local Government Act 1993
Clause

Requirement

36 (3A) (b) (i)

Specify the purposes for which the land and any such buildings or
improvements will be permitted to be used

36 (3A) (b) (ii)

Specify the purposes for which any further development of the land will
be permitted, whether under lease or licence or otherwise.

36 (3A) (b) (iii)

Describe the scale and intensity of any such permitted use or
development.

Under the Local Government Act development and uses within land classified as community land
must be consistent with the Park’s categorisation and the core objectives of each category. The
following table refers to the specific clauses in the Local Government Act and provides a response to
each clause.
TABLE 2
Oatley Memorial Gardens
Description of Proposed Future Development and Permissible Use
Item

Purpose for which the

The purpose for which

The scale and

Use of open space

land and any such

any further

intensity of any such

areas, children’s

buildings or

development of the

permitted use or

playgrounds, seating and

improvements will be

land will be permitted,

development.

future public toilets and

permitted to be used.

whether under lease

gazebo.

or licence or
otherwise.
Clause 36 (3A) (b) (i)

Clause 36 ( 3A) (b) (ii)

Clause 36 (3A) (b) (iii)

Continue use for

New public toilets to

Facilities to be of

informal active

be made available to

suitable form and

recreation, and for

users of the park to be

external materials to

organised sports

locked at night.

allow them to blend

events subject to prior

Additional gazebo and

into the surrounding

notification and

park furniture to be

environment.

approval by Council

provided.
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Objectives and

How Council proposes to achieve the

How Council proposes to assess

performance targets

objectives of the plan and the required

its performance with respect to

of the plan with

performance targets s 36 (c).

the plans objectives and

respect to the land

performance targets

s.36 (b)

s 36 (d).

Parking and

Following further public consultation,

Reduction in the number of traffic

Access

continued enhancement of the

incidents in the streets

amenity of the Gardens by

surrounding the site.

improvements to the traffic
management at the intersections of
Frederick Street and Oatley Avenue.

Pedestrian/Cycle

Improvements to the safety, capability

Increase in the number of

Access

and security to the pedestrian/cycle

pedestrians and cyclists using the

links within the site through provision

pathways within the Gardens, and

of a shared 3.0 metres wide

maintain a high level of safety.

pedestrian/ cycle pathway within the
Oatley Memorial Park.

Drainage

Attention to the improved

Investigation of drainage

Management

management of drainage on the site to

management for wider catchment

support the existing water feature.

and assessment of the
contribution which can be made
by on-site drainage treatments.

Environmental

Add to the natural resource values of

Complete vegetation assessment

Values

the site, by additional planting along

after a minimum period of five

the edges of the central Gardens and

years to assess changes in the

improved management of the remnant

quality of the site.

bushland in the southern Gardens
area.
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15 Licence Conditions
15.1 General Conditions
This Plan of Management expressly authorises the issue of temporary licences only on community
land subject to the general and specific conditions and uses set out in this Plan. Council in the future
may impose conditions or amplify these conditions as it sees fit in order to achieve the aims and
objectives of the Plan of Management. For the purpose of the administration of any future temporary
licence, the following restrictions apply:
All temporary licences are to be in keeping and consistent with the objectives, general
and specific conditions and uses set out in this Plan of Management, must not alienate
land unreasonably, must be sustainable and have a high component of community
benefit;
Council shall not permit private or commercial use of community land unless in
accordance with a temporary licence;
Advertising signs are not to be erected without the prior written consent of the Council
and must conform with Council’s signage policy and any existing LEP;
Permanent advertising on facility signage is permitted providing that it is for the purpose
of directing the public to the facility amenities, does not dominate the public amenity of,
or signage for, the land;
Licences or permits for purely promotional or marketing activities will only be permitted if
associated with recreation and/or open space values;
Temporary signage may be permitted and will be limited to the times and days of a
particular event or service in accordance with the Kogarah Local Environment Plan;
Council will determine the size of marketing signage and the type of product to be
permitted to be advertised in the Gardens;
All improvements to the land shall remain the property of Kogarah City Council and any
removal of such improvements shall require the consent of Council;
The temporary lessee/s shall not let, sub-let or assign the premises without the prior
written consent of the Council unless the lease agreement specifically permits such
arrangements.

The Plan permits Council to offer third parties short or long term temporary licence agreements for
any approved purpose. This includes the use and management of any approved future facilities that
complement the recreational and community use of the site. Determination of the appropriateness of
any future facility will depend on the criteria outlined in this plan, permissible use ascribed to this land
category and where development is proposed, through due process in determining Development
Applications. It is Council’s preference to ensure the provision of quality recreation and community
use and maximise the benefits or existing infrastructure on the site. The table following indicates the
principles to be adopted for temporary licensing agreements for future uses on the site.
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PRINCIPLES FOR LICENSING –LAND CATEGORY: PARK , GENERAL COMMUNITY USE,
CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE AND BUSHLAND
Item

Principles

Licence Agreements

Subject to the termination of any occupancy agreement for the use of any of
the existing built structures within the site, either by default or voluntary
surrender or Council initiative of any occupancy agreement any future
agreements for the use of land or built structures are to adopt the following
principles.

Licence Area

It is not to encroach onto or permit the use at anytime on the subject land
without Council approval.

Development

Any development is to demonstrate how it achieves the Ecological
Sustainable Development principles outlined in this plan.
Where feasible, Council should strive to rationalise the number of buildings
by limiting future building development to alterations and additions or
replacement and, where appropriate, seek multiple use of existing facilities.

Aesthetics

Future built form or structures should relate to the scale and character of the
site as established by the existing buildings on the site and surrounding
buildings. The design of built structures must consider the proposed building
mass, form, roof pitch and shape, materials, detailing and colour and their
impact on the site, its users, existing site buildings and surrounding
residential area.
Any licence operating a commercial enterprise on the site shall first notify
and obtain consent in writing from Council prior to erecting, place, fixing or
attaching or otherwise any product advertising, promotional material or
otherwise to the buildings or their surrounding grounds or anywhere within
the Gardens.

Maintenance

Licensees shall be responsible for the maintenance and good appearance of
the building and surrounding site within the boundary of the licensed or
leased area.

Permitted Uses

Activities associated with passive or active recreational activities,
community and ancillary services as permitted under the Kogarah Local
Environmental Plan or as determined by Council with reference to this plan
of management. Organised district and local cultural, social, educational,
recreational, scientific and community services should be encouraged to
take place within the leased or licensed area.

Intensity of Use

Council is to seek to maximise the diversity of cultural, social, educational,
recreational and community services, experiences and opportunities that the
site and its facilities offer to both genders and a broad range of age and
ethnic groups.

Hours of Use

Hours of use will be subject to the outcome of negotiations between the
Council, licensee or lessee or as approved under any Development
Application.

LANDSCAPE AUSTRALIA CONSULTANTS

Page 50

KOGARAH CITY COUNCIL
OATLEY MEMORIAL GARDENS
PLAN OF MANAGEMENT

License Term

Rent/
Fees
Charges

Agreed negotiated period between Council and the licensee up to 10 years
where the land is “community land” and categorised “General Community
Use”. Where the land is State Land although a lease may extend beyond 10
years this plan limits the leasing of State Land to a period not greater than
10 years. Licenses exceeding 5 years are only to be offered where total
investment capital to be expended by the lessee for new capital works within
the lease period exceeds $100,000 Sydney CPI adjusted annually from
2004/5 financial year. Leases extending 5 years are to be conditional on the
commencement of the new capital works within 12 months of lease
commencement and the completion of the proposed works within an agreed
timeframe between Council and the lessee. Any development is to be
ancillary to the purpose of the park as a venue for public recreation and as
permitted under the Kogarah Local Environmental Plan.
and

Commercial Activity
Where a licence permits a commercial activity preference is to be given to
commercial rental rates or a percentage thereof based on an independent
valuation. Fees and charges are to be in accordance with the adopted
management plan.
Community Activity
All license agreements with community groups or associations are to comply
with Council’s policy entitled “Leasing of Community Land and Buildings”
adopted 27 August, 2001 and are also to be based on an independent
valuation.
Periodic Rent Review
Part 2© of Council’s policy entitled “Leasing of Community Land and
Buildings” makes provisions for periodic rent reviews. This condition should
be extended to lease agreements for facilities and amenities that also
operate on a commercial basis and are profit orientated. Minimal rent
increases should be based on the annual Sydney Consumer Price Index.
Subsidised Rents
Any Agreement that results in Council subsidising the activity or service then
that amount is to be compared with similar full commercial rates and the
level of annual subsidisation as well as the term of the agreement is to be
reported to Council.

Public Access

To provide, manage and maintain public access through the reserve to the
foreshore area and crown land.

Reporting

To ensure Council’s accountability in the management of a public asset any
new lease or license agreement is to ensure that Council is provided with an
annual report and other reports as required by this plan and the license or
lease agreement. Subsidised rental conditions in a lease or license to a
community group or commercial enterprise is to be reflected in Council’s
annual financial report as well as property and or community service subsidy
reports.
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16. Site Specific Strategies
16.1 Park
It is important that Council assist in retaining and maximising the value to the community of the site
to provide for the widest possible range of passive and active informal recreation, while limiting
conflicts between user groups and residents.
The strategies or actions outlined in the following table are for land categorised as “Park” and are
intended to provide a system of management by objectives. The stated objectives direct the
management, planning and development of the parkland. These are formulated so that it is possible
to apply assessment criteria to measure the implementation of the plan. It is this element of
measurability that makes the objectives valuable in determining accountability.
STRATEGIES FOR LAND CATEGORY – PARK
Policies, Strategies and
Actions

Objectives

Performance Measures

Ascribe the land category
“Park” to that area of land
as outlined in the above
diagram of this Plan of
Management.
Maintain
and improve the quality
and the diversity of
recreation
experiences
which are available

To achieve a balanced and
sustainable approach to the use
of the site

Monitor the use of the open
space areas for informal
sporting activities by local
schools to safeguard access by
the general public and protect
the amenity of nearby residents.

Integrate the parkland
area with pedestrian and
cycle routes

To construct a safe and
attractive pedestrian/ cycle
pathway of 3.0 metre to the site.

Review condition of pathway
and complete necessary repairs
and required

Promote shared use of
Gardens by local schools.

To provide for this opportunity
while maintaining access by the
general public.

Continue to advise the school
community of proposed works
and
ongoing
management
issues within the Gardens.

Introduce
improved
awareness of heritage
and environmental values
of
Oatley
Memorial
Gardens.

To
provide
educational
information about the features
of the Gardens, and make this
information available to the
local schools. Have regard to
interpretive signage and art
works.

Council officers to be available
for
classroom
visits
if
requested.

Promote
education
opportunities on site

To investigate potential interest
of local schools and college in
participating in selected site
education and improvement

Prepare
information
to
contribute to School curriculum
about the natural resource
values of the site, and heritage
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To provide more specifically for
the needs of passive recreation
with facilities such as seating,
improved public toilets, shade
for the southern playground,
gazebo,
pedestrian/cycle
pathway and planting.
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projects ( eg tree planting days).

significance that form part of
site management requirements.

Extent of
Oatley
Memorial
Park Plan of
Management

Cultural
Significance

Park

Community
Use

Extent of
Oatley
Memorial
Park Plan of
Management

Bushland

Plan of Management Land Categories
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16.2 Cultural Signficance
The cultural value of the northern section of the Gardens to the community is to be recognised in the
categorisation of this area as being of cultural significance.
The strategies or actions outlined in the following table are for land categorised as “Cultural
Significance” and are intended to provide a system of management by objectives. The stated
objectives direct the management, planning and development of the Gardens. These are formulated
so that it is possible to apply assessment criteria to measure the implementation of the plan. It is this
element of measurability that makes the objectives valuable in determining accountability.
STRATEGIES FOR LAND CATEGORY – CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
Policies, Strategies and
Actions

Objectives

Performance Measures

Ascribe the land category
“Cultural Significance” to
that area of land as
outlined in the above
diagram of this Plan of
Management.
While
protecting
the
assets
within this area there is a
need to maintain and
improve the quality and
the diversity of recreation
experiences which are
available.

To achieve a balanced and
sustainable approach to the use
of the site

Monitor the use of the open
space areas for informal
passive recreation, including the
recently installed playground.

Integrate this section of
the
gardens
with
pedestrian
and
cycle
routes

To construct a safe and
attractive pedestrian/ cycle
pathway of 3.0 metre to the site.

Review condition of pathway
and complete necessary repairs
and required

Introduce
improved
awareness of heritage
and environmental values
of
Oatley
Memorial
Gardens.

To
provide
educational
information about the features
of the Gardens, and make this
information available to the
local schools. Installation of
interpretive signs

Council officers to be available
for
classroom
visits
if
requested.

Promote
education
opportunities on site

To investigate potential interest
of local schools and college in
participating in selected site
education and improvement
projects ( eg tree planting days).

Prepare
information
to
contribute to School curriculum
about the natural resource
values of the site, and heritage
significance that form part of
site management requirements.
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To provide more specifically for
the needs of passive recreation
install park furniture fixtures and
fittings to meet with current and
future needs.
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16.3 General Community Use
It is important that Council assist in retaining and maximising the value to the community of the site
currently occupied at Oatley Memorial Park by the 1st Oatley Scouts and Oatley Girl Guides, to
provide for alternative forms of community use.

STRATEGIES FOR LAND CATEGORY – GENERAL COMMUNITY USE
Policies, Strategies and Actions

Objectives

Performance Measures

Ascribe the land category
“General Community Use” to
that area of land as outlined in
the diagram above.

To provide the opportunity for a
diversity of quality recreational
experiences and benefits that
promotes social interaction,
self-actualisation
and
wellbeing.

Number
and
diversity
of
activities provided on the site to
be commensurate with the size
of these facilities and their
context.

To
ensure
responsible
management, service provision
to the community.

Consistently manage the site and
building in a responsible manner
for a range of community
benefits in an manner that:

Licensing and Management
Permit leasing of that portion
of land occupied the 1st Oatley
Scouts and Oatley Girl Guides
and appurtenant areas as
determined by Council..
Permit the facility to be used
for
recreational
or
other
community uses or services
and for any complementary or
ancillary activities as approved
by Council.

To
ensure
Council
is
accountable
for
the
management and planning of
its recreational and land assets.
To permit the use of the facility
and its surrounds by approved
community
organisations,
groups, private individuals or
local societies, etc.
To ensure the responsible use
and management of
the
building,
its
assets
and
surrounds.

As a condition of the lease
agreement the lessee is to
prepare
implement
and
maintain a five (5) year Budget
and Asset Maintenance Plan for
buildings and structures in the
site which is to be submitted to
Council and implemented by
the lessee.
The plan to be revised and
submitted to Council at the
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To implement the life cycle
property asset management
and maintenance practices.
To comply with occupational
health and safety regulations
for employees and visitors to
the site.
To ensure accountability in the
management of Council assets.
To retain the visual amenity of

Adheres to health and safety
regulations. No infringements.
Adheres to the terms and
conditions of any lease or license
agreement for the protection and
maintenance of Council’s assets.
Adheres to Council Policy on
Leasing of Community Land and
Buildings
Applies rental fees in accordance
with the principles detailed in
14.2 of this Plan of Management
Allocation of budget and the
implementation
of
the
recommendations of the Budget
& Asset Maintenance Plan.
Compliance with requirements
of
AAS27,
Workcover,
Occupational,
Health
and
Safety
Act
,2000
and
regulations, Building Codes of
Australia
and
access
requirements in accordance with
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conclusion of each five year
period of the lease or for the
remaining years if not a full five
year period.

the site and its resources.

AS1428.

When a development
is
proposed then Council to
ensure access to facilities and
amenities for persons with a
disability.

To ensure ease in negotiability
for aged and persons with a
disability

Adhere to appropriate Australian
Standards for public access and
signage for people with or
without a physical disability.

The lessee to undertake and
implement the findings of an
Energy Audit of Buildings and
other energy users within the
site.

To minimise the use of fossil
fuels and increase the use of
sustainable energy systems.

Permit development that is
ancillary to the purpose, use
and enjoyment of the site as
determined by Council in
accordance with the plan and
the
Kogarah
Local
Environmental Plan

To maximise the use of public
land for a public benefit in
terms of providing appropriate
recreational,
educational,
cultural,
and
community
opportunities and experiences.

Adherence to the Kogarah Local
Environmental Plan, this plan of
management and appropriate
legislative
and
planning
requirements
for
foreshore
developments.

Where feasible, Council to
avoid permitting excessive
building development within the
site.

To retain and preserve public
open space, avoid unnecessary
duplication of existing facilities
and
encourage
the
maximisation and use of
existing assets.

Retain, or alternatively increase,
the existing total area of
available open space.

As a condition of any lease
agreement the lessee to
prepare a Hazard & Risk
Management Plan for the study
area based on Australian
Standard AS/NZS 4360:1999.
The plan to be submitted to
Council.

To manage or eliminate
potential hazards and risk within
the site.

Management and reduction in
public risk liability.

Where new development is to
take
place,
and
where
appropriate, Council to require
the incorporation of sustainable
design principles into the design
elements.

To
adopt
sustainable
architectural design principles
for buildings based on the
following:
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To
provide
ease
of
interpretation of signage by
using international symbols
where appropriate

To achieve savings in energy
consumption costs.

To ensure best practice in
public health and safety of the
site and its surrounds.

Adherence
to
Disability
Discrimination Act, 1992.

Adherence
to
appropriate
environmental
legislation,
regulatory
and
policy
requirements.
Reduction in energy costs and
greenhouse emission gases.

Compliance to Occupational
Health and Safety standards
and legislation.

Number of sustainable design
principles incorporated into new
works.

“Flexible designs to enhance
building longevity.
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Utilise strategies that protect
and restore water resources.
Improve energy efficiency while
ensuring thermal comfort.
Reduce environmental impacts
related to energy use.
Promote Occupational Health
and Safety in the indoor (and
outdoor) environment.

Conserve water and consider
reuse systems.
Use environmentally
building materials.

friendly

Use appropriate plant materials.
Plan for recycling during
construction, demolition, and
occupancy” ( Medler & Odell:
2000)
To ensure quality in building
fixtures and fittings relative to
their design, form, colour,
texture,
and
construction
materials
and
that
they
aesthetically complement the
site.
To improve and maintain the
facilities of the site and its
resources.
As part of the lease agreement,
the lessee to prepare an
Environmental
Management
Plan for the site. The plan
should identify and address any
threats to the environment that
arises from activities within the
lease area.
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To minimise the use and impact
of
manufactured
chemical
compounds,
fertilisers
and
pesticides.

Annual reduction in the use of
manufactured chemicals.
Adherence
to
EPA
Workcover requirements.
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16.4 Bushland
The southern section of the Oatley Memorial Gardens is an important, but perhaps largely
underutilised area. The efforts of individual local residents has been significant in achieving some
removal of noxious weeds, and some revegetation. During the consultation process residents have
supported the inclusion of this area in the Gardens, with the hope that this may result in improved
stewardship of the environmental resources.

STRATEGIES FOR LAND CATEGORY – BUSHLAND

Strategies

Objectives

Performance Measures

Ascribe the land category
“Bushland” to that area of land
as outlined in the above
diagram of this plan of
management.

To improve biodiversity, visual
and recreational amenity, the
quality of stormwater run-off.

Update the Flora and Fauna
Assessment and Management
Issues for Oatley Memorial
Gardens,
2003
when
appropriate to assess progress
in
improved
vegetation
management.

To improve the management of
noxious weeds on the site.
To provide for progressive
revegetation of areas where
substantial weed removal has
occurred.

Promote community education
on vegetation management
issues.
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To provide the means for
community
education
and
involvement.

Increased
participation
by
residents
and
community
groups
in
vegetation
management.
Improved
community
awareness and participation.
Prepare information leaflets for
use by local primary school
which
explains
the
environmental features and how
they can be protected.
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17. Funding
Possible sources of external funding to assist Council to complete required capital works on the site
are as follows:
NSW Department of Sport and Recreation- Capital Assistance Program, and
Department of Planning – Green Web-Sydney Program
The cited external grants are generally available annually but may vary as to the sum of capital
assistance available and the criteria for preferred projects being promoted by the funding body. It
should be noted grants are not available to contribute towards maintenance works. These remain the
responsibility of Council and therefore the selection of works that require limited maintenance is
required. In addition, grants are available only for a limited time and are not always available every
year. The availability of grants can be limited to only 12 months or may be available for a set period,
owing to the extent of the project. Financial assistance from grants is generally confined to a dollar for
dollar contribution. This requires Council to contribute 50% of the costs of the project and the funding
contributing the other 50%.
The total amount and number of grant funds that are available from any one source at any one time is
very limited. The availability of grant funding is also competitive between Councils. Therefore,
Council cannot entirely rely on grants to commence and supplement a project. However, it should
apply to any grant body for assistance where any of its projects comply with the grant criteria. This
plan of management can assist Council in the preparation of appropriate applications.
In addition, the State and Federal Government periodically introduce new grant programs. These may
address a specific social need, economic or environmental issue. Council will endeavour to monitor
these programs as they are introduced.
As previously noted, grants are not available to assist Council in financing its maintenance to its
parks, reserves and facilities. Unless balanced by the introduction of new efficiency measures any
reduction in existing maintenance expenditure to supplement new capital works should be avoided.
The consequences of a failure to adequately maintain a valuable asset is the necessity to bring that
asset back online at a later date. This is usually at a higher financial cost to the community. Further
consequences result in a loss of public credibility and accountability in asset management as well as
a reduction in asset service value. The adage “prevention is better than cure’’ has significant
relevance in the management of valuable community assets. In addition, it should be noted that
where monitoring of works is required then this too would incur additional cost to Council.
The ongoing maintenance of the sites existing assets should be the preferred course of action where
that asset has high community value and use. However, assets whose rate of deterioration has
exceeded reasonable ongoing maintenance expenditure, repair or replacement costs then Council will
need to give consideration to asset disposal and divert funding to supplement new development or
improved maintenance of other assets.
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17.1 Ranking
The following outlines the schedule to implement the strategies outlined in the plan. The
implementation of the preferred schedule, whether wholly undertaken in one attempt or staged over
time, will be dependent on the demands made by Council, its preferred priorities in any one financial
year and the availability of resources each financial year. The implementation of some strategies are
dependent on or may be affected by the findings of one of the sited studies which may identify
additional works that need to be undertaken.
The suggested ranking’s are also subject to other factors but there is nothing to prevent all or a
limited number of strategies within the plan being implemented at any one time or lesser items being
implemented first. The cited priorities may be subject to other changes so as to accommodate a
program of works that best achieves a consistent means of development relative to funding and
resources. However, where changes are proposed prior consideration needs to be given to the impact
of any proposed undertaking on other future works so as to avoid unnecessary expenditure,
duplication or inconvenience.
The schedule of works listed is the plan has been prioritised in a hierarchy expressed by the numeric
symbols “1” indicating a “First Order Priority “ , “2” a “ Second Order Priority” and “3” a “ Third Order
Priority”. These are further detailed in the Table following.
PRIORITY ORDER KEY
Priority

Description

1

First Order Priority
Items allocated “1” are the preferred first items to be addressed in implementing
the plan

2

Second Order Priority
Items allocated “2” are the preferred secondary items to be addressed in
implementing the plan but can be upgraded or downgraded

3

Third Order Priority
Items allocated “3” are the preferred third order items to be addressed in
implementing the plan and should be implemented after items “1” and “2” have
been initiated. Items in this category may be upgraded to secondary items.
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17.2 Schedule of Strategies and Actions
The following table presents a schedule for implementing the strategies outlined in this plan of
management. The Table indicates the strategy and the preferred priority for each of the actions. The
schedule of actions forms part of the overall strategies for the management of the parkland. The
Tabled strategies are listed in the order that they appear in the plan.
PRIOIRITY AND SCHEDULE OF ACTIONS FOR FUTURE SITE IMPROVEMENTS
Priority

Action: Land Use Category:

Responsibility

Park, Cultural Use, General Community Use, Natural
Area: Bushland
1

Supplementary planting and maintenance of the trees at
the eastern and western edges of the central Memorial
Gardens area.

R&UL (1)

1

Installation of a shade structure for the playground at the
southern end of the central Memorial Gardens area.

R&UL

1

Additional park furniture and signage

R&UL

1

Installation of a new public toilet

R&UL

1

Modification of small section of fencing to protect
playground from traffic movement at north-east corner of
intersection of Frederick Street and Oatley Parade to
permit the construction of the pedestrian/cycle pathway.

R&UL

1

Installation of a gazebo at the southern end of the central
Memorial Gardens area.

R&UL

1

Repositioning of the grass netball courts away from the
War Memorial.

R&UL

1

Proposed cycle/ pedestrian pathway through Oatley
Memorial Gardens to be widened to 3.0 metres.

R&UL

2

Formation of a bushcare community group with a focus on
vegetation management within the southern Memorial
Gardens Area and specifically removal of invasive weeds.

R&UL

2

Investigation of water sensitive drainage management
scheme harvesting stormwater runoff from Oatley avenue
and directing it to the existing water feature.

SW

2

Civil design of the proposed pavement extensions at the
corner of Frederick Street and Oatley Avenue, and
improvements to the pedestrian crossing arrangements at
this location.

A &S(4)

2

Installation of community art in association with the
relocation of the bus stop within Frederick Street. Artworks

Community Services

LANDSCAPE AUSTRALIA CONSULTANTS

(2)

/C&W

Page 61

(3)

KOGARAH CITY COUNCIL
OATLEY MEMORIAL GARDENS
PLAN OF MANAGEMENT

to comprise those specified in the Oatley Village Master
Plan 2009.
Within the proposed build-outs that will connect the raised
pedestrian areas to the Gardens, feature paving to be
used which reflects the design motif removed during the
reconstruction of the diagonal pathway.
3

Design investigation of the upper level pedestrian link
between the Oatley Memorial Gardens and the Oatley
Station, and the requirement for the relocation of the entry
western entry point to the Gardens from Oatley Parade.

R&UL

A&S

(1) Recreation & Urban Landscapes Department of the Assets & Services Directorate
(2) Sydney Water
(3) Catchment & Waterways Department of the Assets & Services Directorate
(4) Assets and Services Directorate
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18. Planning and Development
The following outlines a number of planning instruments that will be relevant in the consideration of
future use and development on the subject land.

18.1 Local Environmental Plan
The subject site is zoned 6(a) Open Space in Kogarah Council’s Local Environmental Plan, 1998. The
objectives of this zoning are to recognise publicly owned land or land capable of being used for public
recreation and to identify and protect land intended to be acquired for local public open space. The
plan allows specific types of development with and without consent. The development within the
zoning for the site must be ancillary to or promote the use and enjoyment of parkland.

18.2 Development Assessment Criteria
Council considers applications for its parks and reserves with reference to the Local Environmental
Plan and the development assessment criteria included in the Plan. The Plan states that the Council,
as the consent authority should not grant its consent to development or works on land zoned Open
Space 6(a) unless it has considered the following assessment criteria:
the need for the proposed development of that land;
whether the proposed development promotes or is related to the use and enjoyment of
the land;
the impact of the proposed development on the existing or likely future use of the land;
and
the need to retain the land for its existing or likely future use.

When assessing whether a particular use or development on a public reserve is appropriate at this
site then:
The total area to be affected by the proposed development is to be a relevant factor in assessing the
appropriateness of the development. Where a development proposal results in a permanent loss of a
substantial area of open space parkland, then the total area to be alienated is to be weighed against
the impact on the purpose, enjoyment and amenity of the reserve.
The incorporation and use of ecological sustainable development building and management practices
are also to be a relevant factor in assessing the appropriateness of a proposed development within a
public reserve.
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18.3 Green Web Sydney
Green Web – Sydney is a metropolitan wide initiative to establish a green web of native vegetation
and habitat corridors. Its principal objectives are to establish habitat corridors to provide links between
fragmented sections of urban native bushland as well as to protect conserve and enhance the
remaining bushland in the Sydney region (Seidlich,1997). The aim of the project is to facilitate the
migration of wildlife and the natural dispersal of native plants (ibid, 1997). Parklands, can make
substantial contributions to these ideals without undue impact on their existing use or conflict with
core objective for such use. The Green Web – Sydney Scheme designates the site as Existing
Habitat Area (northern section) and Habitat Reinforcement (southern section). As a consequence
Council requires the planting of native trees and vegetation to establish a green link to provide for
migrating birds and habitat opportunities within the City of Kogarah.

18.4 Ecological Sustainable Development
Ecological sustainable development is now a mandatory objective of all development and works, as it
seeks to maximise the environmental, social and economic benefits over the long term. Defined by
the Commonwealth Government in 1990 as “using, conserving and enhancing the community’s
resources so that ecological processes, on which life depends, are maintained and the total quality of
life, now and in the future, can be increased.” It is therefore essential that any use and development
of the site should meet current sustainability requirements, while at the same time not diminish the
utility of the site for its future users. These requirements are to be embodied in the future initiatives
for the site and adopted in the following principles:
(a) Conservation of Energy
Any building or landscape works should be constructed to minimise the reliance on fossil fuels and
promote the use of renewable energy alternatives.
(b) Utilisation of Ecological Systems
Buildings or landscape works are to be designed to work with the seasonal climatic conditions, natural
energy resources and ecological systems.
(c) Minimisation of New Resources
Building and landscape works are to be designed to minimise the use of new resources. Existing
resources at the end of their usual life in one form, where feasible, to be incorporated in new works.
(d) Integrating User needs while ensuring Ecological Sustainable Practices
Buildings and landscape works are to be designed relative to the principal user purpose and needs
with least impact on the environment. Works associated with the landscape are to consider the
inclusion of endemic vegetation and the creation of habitat opportunities for native species and
furthering life supporting ecological systems.
(e) Consideration of the Site and its Ecological Systems
Works associated with buildings or landscape and their use are to give consideration to the site and
impacts on ecological systems. E.g. wildlife habitat and water quality
(f) Adopting a holistic approach: Principles (a) to (e) are to be embodied in a holistic approach to the
built and landscape environment.
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19. Public Hearing
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 (as amended) a public hearing will be held in
respect to the categorising of community land which includes the subject site. The hearing will
consider that the logical categorisation of the land is “park”, “community use”, “ bushland” and
cultural heritage, and that the Oatley Memorial Gardens Plan of Management be considered for
adoption. The following summary will be submitted to this public hearing for consideration.

19.1 Issues Assessment
Oatley Memorial Gardens is a premier recreation area with significant natural and historical features.
It occupies a strategically important location within Oatley, and is a visual and cultural resource.

19.2 The Site
The subject site is bounded by Oatley Parade, Oatley Avenue, Wonoona Parade and north of Charles
Street.

19.3 Zoning
Under the Kogarah Local Environment Plan 1998, the subject area is currently zoned 6(a) Open
Space (Public).

19.4 Property Description
This Plan applies to all land which is described as Lots 1-26 DP 16690 2c- 2b Oatley Avenue, Oatley
and Lot 1 DP 578117, 2e Oatley Avenue, Oatley. Kogarah City Council is the principal land owner.

19.5 Values
Park and informal recreation, general community use, bushland and cultural heritage.

19.6 Assessment
Due to the proposed ongoing use of the site for the same purposes, residents are able to bench mark
the operation of the site against its previous operation.

19.7 Classification (Local Government Act)
Categorised as park, general community use, bushland and cultural heritage.
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Oatley Memorial Gardens Plan of Management
Council has completed the Oatley Memorial Gardens Plan of Management. The extent of the
plan is indicated on the following diagram. The purpose of the Plan is to provide an integrated
approach to the planning, management and development of Oatley Memorial Gardens.
This is an extremely important community asset, and is highly valued by the local community.
The Plan is to ensure that the Garden’s place as a premier venue for public recreation within the
City of Kogarah is maintained.
The Plan of Management will be prepared based on the findings of the Oatley Village Centre
Improvement Plan, Master Plan Report (2009). Council undertook extensive public consultation in
preparing the Master Plan, and the opportunity will be provided for further community input during
the preparation of the Plan of Management.
The Oatley Memorial Gardens Plan of Management is an important project which will now
provide future strategic direction and policy for the planning, management and development of
the site. It should assist with the improved management of the site for recreation activities.
Council is keen for you to be involved in the preparation of the plan of management which will
take place over the next six months, and to assist with this process we seek your preliminary
response to the following questions.

Oatley Memorial Gardens
Plan of Management Area
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1.

Sex of respondent, please tick one of the following

Male
2.

33

Female 40

Age group of respondent (years).
Less than 18 years of age

3.

36-45

8

66-75
+

18-25

1

46-55

14

26-35

12

56-65

3

76

9
19

Please enter the name of your Street where you live:
Oatley Parade 30

Oatley Avenue 43

Mimosa Ave 1

Myra Place 4

Larool Ave 1

4.

Family Type

Single

25

One parent family

5

Two adults no children

21

Two adults and children

12

Two adults with children and teenagers

6

Other
( with grandchildren)
( two adults, adult children, dog)
( single with grandchild)

6
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5.

6.

If you have children or teenagers in your family in the box provided, please enter the number
of individuals in each age group?

0-5 years of age

15

6-10 years of age

10

11-15 years of age

10

16-19 years of age

11

Other

31

How would you most likely travel to the Memorial Gardens? Please tick one of the following.
Public transport

1

Private vehicle

1

Friend’s vehicle
Walk

74

Ride a bike

1

Other, please enter………………………………………………
Not likely to use it at all

1

7.
Of the following facilities that exist and are proposed which would you and members of
family most likely use or like to see? Please tick one or more of the following.

Not Likely Likely Very Likely Highly Likely

Barbeques & picnic shelters

36

10

6

8

Playground for 0-6 years of age

21

7

10

17
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Playground for 7-11 years of age

23

12

6

13

Walking / Exercise path

17

11

17

29

Park seating

4

15

17

33

Mounding at edge of park

23

6

6

8

Upgraded water feature

22

13

14

15

Relocated toilets next to Oatley Avenue

33

8

Gardens / Trees / Landscaping

4

13

10

10

15

33

Other, please enter:..………………………………………………………….
Not sure what mounding is (5) Why mounding ?
Shelters/Benches (3)
Not BBQ’s (2)
Better Lighting in the Park (1)
More native plants/ trees for shade (1)
Flowers (1)
General Landscape is adequate
Passive mediation area
Informal open space, for informal sport (netball, basketball, chess)
Not enough parking to sustain bbq
BBQ’s for West Oatley and Picnic Shelters
Adequate picnic areas
Existing path is adequate
No need for exercise path
Would use exercise path if stations like at Rushcutters Bay Park
No need for water feature
Stone Path
Need improved pedestrian safety near scouts/guides/playground
Adequate playgrounds
Shade for playgrounds
Unsure about the new toilets
Protective fence around the playground
Need to respect memorial area
Should be a park to walk through and enjoy the gardens
Traffic calming on Oatley Avenue between Neville and Frederick Streets
Work out area with chin–up bar
Not sure where relocated toilets are to go
Enjoying their beauty
Bicycle rack
I like the current mix of landscaping and open recreation area for public use.
More information at memorial site to explain the history of those who died
The landscapers/gardeners are amazing

LANDSCAPE AUSTRALIA CONSULTANTS

Page 70

KOGARAH CITY COUNCIL
OATLEY MEMORIAL GARDENS
PLAN OF MANAGEMENT

8.

Tick one or more of the following, if the Oatley Memorial Gardens had the recreation
facilities you indicate in this survey would you most likely visit the park:

Alone

33

With a pet

10

With family and friends of a similar age group

41

With family and/or friends of a much different age group

30

With one or more children under 6 years of age

24

With one or more children between 7-11 years of age

10

In the company of teenagers between 12-19 years

11

With aged and/or persons with a disability

20
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9.

What types of facilities would you NOT like to see in the Oatley Memorial Gardens?

Barbeques (18) Because of rubbish that is left behind
Skate Park/ Skate ramp (10)
Teenage sporting facilities/formal sports facilities (8)
Covered Shelters (6)
Dogs/pets (4) Need to manage dogs near playground
Picnic facilities (3)
Bike paths- need to provide for pedestrians only (significant bike traffic already along
Parade and coming from Como bridge). (3)
No relocation of toilet (3) Existing ones could be upgraded
Proposed location is too visible for residents(1)
Exercise groups that occupy the Gardens by cordoning off areas using witches hats
(3) Use half the area between Neville and Frederick Streets three times per week,
use of the Gardens for boxing between 6.00am-7.00am (anyone with an ABN)
Screened locations that encourage public drinking (2)
No more concrete/ building structure/ keep open feel (2)
Commercial Use of any kind (2)
Anything that would encourage teenage loitering/loud noisy behaviour (benches with
bins) (1)

Facilities you would not like to see in Oatley
Memorial Gardens

3

3

BBQ's
Skate Park/Ramp

3
18
3

Formal Sports
Covered Shelters

4

Dogs/Pets
Picnic Facilities
Bike Paths
No relocated toilets

6
Exercise Groups

10
8
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What types of facilities would you NOT like to see in the Oatley Memorial Gardens?

Need maintain natural setting
Remain as is
Maintain character (don’t make like other parks)
Over mowing during the summer
Formal gardens

Barbeques that encourage public drinking
Anything that attracts drop kicks
Barbeque/Shelters will only be used by non-local people
Need vandal proof
Anything that would attract people who would not value the improvements and
vandalise.
Overflow of activities from hotel, resulting in noise, broken bottles, unruly behaviour.
Relocation of the bus-stop unless shelter and comfort greatly improved

Exercise path ( because available at Moore Reserve)
Loss of respect for memorial by proximity of the cycle path/exercise area.
Any speed racing facilities.
No more personal trainers in the middle of the day
Exercise equipment
Anything that would encourage excessive alcohol consumption/
current shelter does this
Additional children’s playground
No more playgrounds
Avoid using fences
Mounding will encourage undesirable activities
Extent of littering by students at lunchtime
Long term unauthorised parking
More traffic
Noisy events
Motor Bikes- including during the Oatley Festival
Large groups taking space
Public School have one sports carnival per year OK.
Use by schools and scouts/guides is OK
Use of park by Catholic School almost every day not acceptable (noise)
Formula One Racing
Windfarms
Brothels
Dog off leash area

Water features are a target for vandalism
Water feature only if recycled water
Duck ponds
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How would you improve Oatley Memorial Gardens so that you would benefit from its use?

More seating (9) (particularly in the southern end of the park)
Leave as is. (7) Maintain character
Planting of indigenous trees and shrubs (7) Particularly at Neville Street end and
flowers
Exercise facilities/fitness circuit (7) without bikes. Similar to Moore Reserve in
Hurstville Grove
Table with seating and overhead cover (5) Particularly near Neville Street.
Providing more shaded areas (4)
Pathways (3) Including edges
Better lighting (2)
BBQ installation (2) and need for disabled access.

How would you improve the Gardens so that you
would benefit from its use
Increased seating

Leave as is

2

Plant trees and shrubs

2
9

3

Fitness facilities

4
Sheltered tables

More Shade

7
5
More Pathways

7

7

Better Lighting

BBQ facilities

Provide additional trees in the southern section of the gardens (1)
Natural water features (1)
Upgrade toilets (1) Locked at night
Maintain as currently do/ extremely well kept (1)
Maintain level of use by schools/ other non-for profit groups (1)
Flowering Trees and Shrubs (1)
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How would you improve Oatley Memorial Gardens so that you would benefit from its use?

Maintain the tall trees and replace where they have been removed
Maintain the current mix of open space and landscaped areas for quiet recreation
Remove remainder of Poplar Trees and replace with Grevillea and Bottlebrush
Restrictions on alcohol after 6.00pm
Need facilities for teenagers (eg basket ball area)
Keep low key
Fencing along walking track and bush area
Rubberised walking path
Get rid of the bindies in the grass
Remove the louts who spend evenings drinking in gardens
Shelters
More of the gardens like the section next to the Oatley Railway station
Bicycle track for infants
Bicycle Rack
Shade for the playground
Pedestrian Crossing on Oatley Parade near Neville Street
Add a slide to the playground near clocktower
You cant have too many water features as far as I am concerned
Maintain toilets in current location
Encourage local cafes to support visitors with weekend operation
Possible cafe near the new play enclosure
Parking Restrictions (2-4 hrs)/ address
Maintain the current mix of open space and landscaped areas for quiet recreation
Remove remainder of Poplar Trees and replace with Grevillea and Bottlebrush
More attention to scrub and trees close to Oatley Parade
Avoid overdevelopment of gardens
Restrictions on alcohol after 6.00pm
Need facilities for teenagers (eg basket ball area)
Keep low key
Fencing along walking track and bush area
Rubberised walking path
Get rid of the bindies in the grass
Remove the louts who spend evenings drinking in gardens
Shelters
More of the gardens like the section next to the Oatley Railway station
Extend the quality of treatment into the middle section of the gardens
Dog Poo bag dispenser
More grass( soft) Hyde Park feel
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How would you improve Oatley Memorial Gardens so that you would benefit from its use?

Bicycle track for infants
Bicycle Rack
Shade for the playground
Pedestrian Crossing on Oatley Parade near Neville Street
Add a slide to the playground near clocktower
You cant have too many water features as far as I am concerned
Maintain toilets in current location
Encourage local cafes to support visitors with weekend operation
Possible cafe near the new play enclosure
Parking Restrictions (2-4 hrs)/ address parking requirements
Introduce angle parking between Primary school and main street.
Better traffic control of speed on Oatley Avenue- reduce width and introduce speed
humps
Picnic facilities are abundant at Oatley Park in West Oatley.
I already clean up the park every Sunday morning ( takeaway food packagingMcDonalds/Pizza )
Rubbish from people drinking in gardens after pub closes
Toilets at south end of park
A clean descent set of toilets
Dog droppings in park is not being managed by owners
Moore Reserve would be better served by more trees.
Signage to indicate that drinking of alcohol in gardens not permitted.
Emphasis on local history in use of mosaics, sculptures referencing aboriginal culture
and early settlers.
Statue of James Oatley
Tribute to the Oyster Farmers
Rail heritage interpretative facilities and displays,.
More information about memorial
Additional WW11 vehicles
Exercise stands as at Bondi- and Bronte path.
Tranquility of gardens is valued because of train noise at rear of properties.
Powerlines should be underground.
A new playground ( where the old train was)
More events such as “Jazz in the Park at Night”
A roundabout at the clock ( shop side)
The gardens at present are a credit to Council and any further improvements would
be a bonus
Maintain the open space area for soccer and football, as currently occurs
More road crossings to Oatley Parade and Avenue
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How would you improve Oatley Memorial Gardens so that you would benefit from its use?

Consolidate the two netball courts near to the playground at the south end
Provide astroturf court like McCraes Reserve (between McCraes Ave and Grove
Ave, Penshurst)
I think it is nice as it is and is well maintained.
A great and unique reserve that is well used.
If Gardens to be extended (use of bushland) nee to address requirements for lighting
and parking, use of this are for anti-social behaviour. Need for gating of this area as
occurs in Brighton.
More attention to scrub and trees close to Oatley Parade
Avoid overdevelopment of gardens

Robert Gibbons

7/2a Oatley Avenue Oatley

Critical comment on content of questionnaire. Refers to the content of the Oatley Village
Centre Improvement Plan, and notes that some of the changes were significant and
contentious ( including the relocation of the bus stop-older residents would have less comfort
and safety and have to cross a complex intersection). Submitter believes that the
questionnaire needs revision and re-issue before six month more work completed.
Jan Churcher

74A Oatley Avenue Oatley

Support for inclusion of the southern section (Scout Hall to Wyong Street) of the Gardens in
the Plan of Management, and the opportunity to improve the management of vegetation
along this section of the Gardens. Submitter has been actively involved in removal of noxious
weeds and replanting of native species. Concern is particularly in regard to convolvulus.
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Age of Respondents

0

Less than 18

1
18-25

12
19

26-35

36-45

8

46-55

56-65

9

66-75

2

14
Over 75
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Family Type of respondents

6
single

6
25

one parent family

11

Two Adults no
children
Two adults and
children
Tow adults with
children and
teenagers

5

Other

21

Faciliites most likely to use or like to see:
Barbeque and Picnic Shelters

40

36

35
30
25
20
15
9
10

8
6

5
0
Not Likely
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Faciliites most likely to use or like to see:
Playground for 0-6 year olds

25
21
20
15
10
10

10

7

5

0
Not Likely

Likely

Very Likely

Highly Likely

Faciliites most likely to use or like to see:
Playground for 7-11 year olds

25

23

20

15

12

12

10
6
5

0
Not Likely
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Faciliites most likely to use or like to see:
Walking or Exercise Path

28

30
25
20

17

17

15
11
10
5
0
Not Likely

Likely

Very Likely

Highly Likely

Faciliites most likely to use or like to see:
Park Seating

35

32

30
25
20

17
15

15
10
5

4

0
Not Likely
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Faciliites most likely to use or like to see:
Mounding at edge of Park

25

23

20

15

10

8
6

6

5

0
Not Likely

Likely

Very Likely

Highly Likely

Faciliites most likely to use or like to see:
Upgraded Water Feature

25
21
20

15

13

14

15

10

5

0
Not Likely
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Very Likely
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Faciliites most likely to use or like to see:
Relocated Toilets next to Oatley Avenue

35

33

30
25
20
15
10

9

8

10
5
0
Not Likely

Likely

Very Likely

Highly Likely

Faciliites most likely to use or like to see:
Gardens/Trees/Landscaping

35

32

30
25
20
15
13

15
10
4
5
0
Not Likely
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Facilities most likely to use or like to see
Not sure what mounding is (5) Why mounding
Shelters/Benches (3)
Not BBQ’s (2)
Better Lighting in the Park (1)
More native plants/ trees for shade (1)
General Landscape is adequate
Passive meditation area
Informal open space, for informal sport (netball, basketball, chess)
Not enough parking to sustain bbq
BBQ’s for West Oatley and Picnic Shelters
Adequate picnic areas
Existing path is adequate
No need for exercise path
Would use exercise path if stations like at Rushcutters Bay Park
No need for water feature
Stone Path
Flowers
Need improved pedestrian safety near scouts/guides/playground
Adequate playgrounds
Shade for playgrounds
Unsure about the new toilets
Protective fence around the playground
Need to respect memorial area
Should be a park to walk through and enjoy the gardens
Traffic calming on Oatley Avenue between Neville and Frederick Streets
Work out area with chin–up bar
Not sure where relocated toilets are to go
Enjoying their beauty
Bicycle rack
I like the current mix of landscaping and open recreation area for public use.
More information at memorial site to explain the history of those who died
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With the facilities indicated how would you most
likely visit
Alone

With pet

19

31

With family and friends
of similar age group

10
9

11

25

39

With family/friends of
a much different age
group
With one of more
children under 6 years
of age
With one or more
children between 7-11
years
In the company of
teenagers between 1219 years
With aged and/or
persons with a
disability

27
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9.

What types of facilities would you NOT like to see in the Oatley Memorial Gardens?

Barbeques (17) Because of rubbish that is left behind
Skate Park/ Skate ramp (10)
Teenage sporting facilities/formal sports facilities (8)
Covered Shelters (6)
Dogs/pets (4) Need to manage dogs near playground
Picnic facilities (3)
Bike paths- need to provide for pedestrians only (significant bike traffic already along
Parade and coming from Como bridge). (3)
No relocation of toilet(3) Existing ones could be upgraded
Proposed location is too visible for residents
Screened locations that encourage public drinking (2)
No more concrete/ building structure/ keep open feel (2)
Exercise groups that occupy the Gardens by cordoning off areas using witches hats
(2) Use half the area between Neville and Frederick Streets three times per week,
use of the Gardens for boxing between 6.00am-7.00am (anyone with an ABN)
Anything that would encourage teenage loitering/loud noisy behaviour (benches with
bins) (1)
Commercial Use of any kind (1)
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Facilities you would not like to see in Oatley
Memorial Gardens
Barbeques

Skate Park /Ramp

3
3

Formal Sports

3

17
Covered Shelters

3
Dogs/Pets

Picnic Facilities

6
Bike Paths

8
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9.

What types of facilities would you NOT like to see in the Oatley Memorial Gardens?

Need maintain natural setting
Remain as is
Maintain character (don’t make like other parks)
Over mowing during the summer
Barbeques that encourage public drinking
Anything that attracts drop kicks
Need vandal proof
Anything that would attract people who would not value the improvements and
vandalise.
Overflow of activities from hotel, resulting in noise, broken bottles, unruly behaviour.
Relocation of the bus-stop unless shelter and comfort greatly improved
Exercise path ( because available at Moore Reserve)
Loss of respect for memorial by proximity of the cycle path.
Any speed racing facilities.
No more personal trainers in the middle of the day
Exercise equipment
Anything that would encourage excessive alcohol consumption/
current shelter does this
Additional children’s playground
No more playgrounds
Avoid using fences
Extent of littering by students at lunchtime
Long term unauthorised parking
More traffic
Noisy events
Motor Bikes- including during the Oatley Festival
Large groups taking space
Public School have one sports carnival per year OK.
Use by schools and scouts/guides is OK
Use of park by Catholic School almost every day not acceptable (noise)
Formula One Racing
Windfarms
Brothels
Water features are a target for vandalism
Water feature only if recycled water
Duck ponds

10.

How would you improve Oatley Memorial Gardens so that you would benefit from its use?

More seating (8) particularly in the southern end of the park
Leave as is. (7) maintain character
Planting of indigenous trees and shrubs (6) particularly at Neville Street end and
flowers
Exercise facilities/fitness circuit (6) without bikes. Similar to Moore Reserve in
Hurstville Grove
Table with seating and overhead cover (5) particularly near Neville Street.
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Providing more shaded areas (4)
Better lighting (2)
BBQ installation (2) and need for disabled access.

How would you improve the Gardens so that you
would benefit from its use
Increased seating

Leave as is

2
2

8
Plant trees and shrubs

4
Covered tables

More Shaded areas

5
7

Better Lighting

6
BBQ installation

Provide additional trees in the southern section of the gardens (1)
Natural water features (1)
Pathways (1)
Upgrade toilets (1) Locked at night
Maintain as currently do/ extremely well kept (1)
Maintain level of use by schools/ other non-for profit groups (1)
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How would you improve Oatley Memorial Gardens so that you would benefit from its use?

More flower beds
Maintain the tall trees and replace where they have been removed
Maintain the current mix of open space and landscaped areas for quiet recreation
Remove remainder of Poplar Trees and replace with Grevillea and Bottlebrush
Restrictions on alcohol after 6.00pm
Need facilities for teenagers (eg basket ball area)
Keep low key
Fencing along walking track and bush area
Rubberised walking path
Get rid of the bindies in the grass
Remove the louts who spend evenings drinking in gardens
Shelters
More of the gardens like the section next to the Oatley Railway station
Bicycle track for infants
Bicycle Rack
Shade for the playground
Pedestrian Crossing on Oatley Parade near Neville Street
Add a slide to the playground near clock-tower
You can’t have too many water features as far as I am concerned
Maintain toilets in current location
Encourage local cafes to support visitors with weekend operation
Possible cafe near the new play enclosure
Parking Restrictions (2-4 hrs)/ address
Maintain the current mix of open space and landscaped areas for quiet recreation
Remove remainder of Poplar Trees and replace with Grevillea and Bottlebrush
More attention to scrub and trees close to Oatley Parade
Avoid overdevelopment of gardens
Restrictions on alcohol after 6.00pm
Need facilities for teenagers (eg basketball area)
Keep low key
Fencing along walking track and bush area
Rubberised walking path
Get rid of the bindies in the grass
Remove the louts who spend evenings drinking in gardens
Shelters
More of the gardens like the section next to the Oatley Railway station
Bicycle track for infants
Bicycle Rack
Shade for the playground
Pedestrian Crossing on Oatley Parade near Neville Street
Add a slide to the playground near clock-tower
You cant have too many water features as far as I am concerned
Maintain toilets in current location
Encourage local cafes to support visitors with weekend operation
Possible cafe near the new play enclosure
Parking Restrictions (2-4 hrs)/ address parking requirements
Introduce angle parking between Primary school and mainstreet.
Better traffic control of speed on Oatley Avenue, reduce width and introduce speed
humps
Picnic facilities are abundant at Oatley Park in West Oatley.
I already clean up the park every Sunday morning ( takeaway food packagingMacdonalds/Pizza )
Rubbish from people drinking in gardens after pub closes
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How would you improve Oatley Memorial Gardens so that you would benefit from its use?

More toilet blocks attract gays
Toilets at south end of park
A clean descent set of toilets
Dog droppings in park is not being managed by owners
Moore Reserve would be better served by more trees.
Signage to indicate that drinking of alcohol in gardens not permitted.
Emphasis on local history in use of mosaics, sculptures referencing aboriginal culture
and early settlers.
Statue of James Oatley
Tribute to the Oyster Farmers
Rail heritage interpretative facilities and displays,.
More information about memorial
Additional WW11 vehicles
Exercise stands as at Bondi- and Bronte path.
Tranquility of gardens is valued because of train noise at rear of properties.
Powerlines should be underground.
A new playground ( where the old train was)
More events such as “Jazz in the Park at Night”
A roundabout at the clock ( shop side)
The gardens at present are a credit to Council and any further improvements would
be a bonus
Maintain the open space area for soccer and football, as currently occurs
Consolidate the two netball courts near to the playground at the south end
Provide astroturf court like McCraes Reserve (between McCraes Ave and Grove
Ave, Penshurst)
I think it is nice as it is and is well maintained.
A great and unique reserve that is well used.
If Gardens to be extended (use of bushland) nee to address requirements for lighting
and parking, use of this are for anti-social behaviour. Need for gating of this area as
occurs in Brighton.
More attention to scrub and trees close to Oatley Parad
Avoid overdevelopment of gardens
Critical comment on content of questionnaire. Refers to the content of the Oatley
Village Centre Improvement Plan, and notes that some of the changes were
significant and contentious ( including the relocation of the bus stop-older residents
would have less comfort and safety and have to cross a complex intersection).
Submitter believes that the questionnaire needs revision and re-issue before six
month more work completed.
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OATLEY MEMORIAL GARDENS PLAN OF MANAGEMENT
Council is genuinely interested in obtaining comments from key agencies and community groups
such as yours.
1: What do you think is the most important feature of the Oatley Memorial Gardens?
The war memorial presented in a beautiful manner it is to remind people of all ages of our
history (1)
The open space for students and children to play (1)
Play area for the Catholic Primary School and Oatley Public School
Play equipment for toddlers (1)
Variety of uses (Playgrounds, running track, basketball area, war memorial and reference
to the three armed forces)
Area for Fetes and Fairs
Feeling of openness
Wide open spaces that are utilised by many groups of people
Venue for the annual Lions Festival
Place to relax for shoppers and Oatley College students
2: How does your organisation or group currently use the Oatley Memorial Gardens? Has this
changed in any way over recent years? If so, in that way?
The open space for children to play
Open area of adequate size for sports carnivals, and outdoor activities
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Visit to the war memorial for special studies, and for remberence
Real Results fitness runs fitness classes at the southern end of the Gardens.
Safe access from shopping centre to railway station (has not changed)
Question 3: Have you experienced any problems in regard to the use and management of the
Oatley Memorial Gardens?
Location of the toilet (1)
No major problems
Balls travelling on to road
Some disruption due to Council works during 2010
Difficulty for large number of students to cross Oatley Avenue where there is angle
parking
Severe bindis in some section of the Gardens
Regret removal of decorative mosaics depicting “possum ward” ( Have they been
saved?)
4: Council completed a Masterplan for the Oatley Town centre which included parts of the Oatley
Memorial Gardens. Within the Masterplan a number of initiatives were identified for the Oatley
Memorial Park. Council is keen to confirm your views about these individual projects.

Project

Upgrading
existing
feature.

Strongly
agree
of

the
water
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No
Opinion

3

2

2

Relocation of the
existing toilets next
to Oatley Avenue.
New park footpaths.

Agree

1

Disagree

Strongly
disagree
1

1

2

3

2
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Gateway Structures
to James Oatley
Senior Plaza (could
be
pergolas
or
archways).

1

3

2

New angled parking
areas along Oatley
Avenue.

3

1

New electric BBQ’s.

1

3

1

1

2

Mounding along the
northern edge of the
park.

1

3

There are also initiatives for the long term identified in the Masterplan. Council is also keen to
reconfirm your views about the following:

Project

Strongly
agree

Proposed bridge link
with lift and stair access
to train station.

3

raised

No
Opinion

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

1

2

Sculptural element to
link station with the
route to the park.
Relocated
crossing point.

Agree

1

1

2

1

3

1

Preparation of the Plan of Management for the Gardens has also provided the opportunity for a
number of other initiatives to be explored and for you to comment on.
Project

Strongly
agree
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Resiting of the
netball
court
away from the
War Memorial.

1

1

2

1

Installation of
pathway to link
with
the
memorial

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

Further
tree
planting at the
southern end
of the gardens.
Installation of
shade structure
over
the
recently
constructed
playground at
the
southern
end of
the
gardens.

3

5: Are there any specific matters regarding the operation of the Gardens which you believe
Council and the community should address?
There is a Lighting requires review (1)
need to more heavily trim the low level vegetation adjacent to the main pathway in the
Gardens on the north side of Frederick Street.
Concern about the mounding along the edge of Oatley Avenue, and its potential to
provide for concealment with the Gardens when viewed from the road.
To address the potential conflicts which may arise from the use of the shared
pedestrian/cycle path it is important to provide effective signage.
Any gateway structure within the Gardens needs to be kept well maintained.
Public toilets need to be well maintained, and if they have restricted hours of operation
this needs to be clearly stated in signs.
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The proposed “master plan” would downgrade the shopping centre. Trees were previously
installed on Frederic Street and had to be removed.
Providing safe access to the Oatley Railway Station needs to be a priority, and hence the
requirement for a lift to the platform from Oatley Parade.

6: Are there any comments which you would like to make about the gardens or the surrounds
generally?
Council should be aware of the use of the gardens by Oatley Public School. Scouts and
Guides and the needs of the Lions Festival in October.
Real results fitness has used the gardens since early August 2009 most morning and
evenings, and this use is the subject of an agreement with the Council. It provides
classes for all fitness levels and potentially for seniors and children. Potential impact of
the proposed re-siting of the netball posts closer to the children’s playground on the
conduct of the fitness classes.
Great the way they are. Complements to the gardeners for the excellent effort
If additional trees planted at boundary, need to maintain visual surveillance from roads
Do not want to lose any existing trees from the Gardens.
Need to clear undergrowth on the western side of the Guide Hall because of safety
concerns about overhead wires.

7: Council is intending to conduct a survey of the residents within the area immediately
surrounding the Oatley Memorial Gardens. An informal “street chat” will be held in early
December 2010 to advise residents of the outcome of the consultation and to provide further
information about initiatives for the park. Would you like to be contacted about this event?
.
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1.

Sex of respondent, please tick one of the following.

23

Male

2.

Age group of respondent (years).
Less than 18 years of age

3.

18

Female

36-45

18-24

3 46-55

7

26-35

7 55-65

8

66-75

3

76

4

+

Family Type

Single

2

One parent family

2

Two adults no children

10

Two adults and children

4

Two adults with children and teenagers

3
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5.

If you have children or teenagers in your family in the box provided, please enter the number
of individuals in each age group?

0-5 years of age

4

6-10 years of age

3

11-15 years of age
16-19 years of age
Other (children older than 19

6.

4

How would you most likely travel to the Memorial Gardens? Please tick one of the following.
Public transport
Private vehicle

3

Friend’s vehicle

1

Walk

27

Ride a bike

1

Other, please enter
Not likely to use it at all
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7.
Of the following facilities that exist and are proposed which would you and members of your
family most likely use or like to see? Please tick one or more of the following.
Facility

Not Likely

Likely

12

1

20

Playground for 06 years of age

4

1

19

Playground for 711 years of age

4

Walking
Exercise path

2

1

24

Park seating

4

1

16

Mounding at edge
of park

7

Upgraded
feature

6

2

15

1

Barbeques
picnic shelters

&

/

water

Relocated toilets
next to Oatley
Avenue
Gardens / Trees /
Landscaping

Very Likely

Highly Likely

21

1

11

13

2

8

1

20

Other, please enter:..………………………………………………………….
Infant playground area is excellent (3)
Location of toilet serves the needs of passing vehicles/ rebuild in same location (2)
If toilet is relocated the design needs to be good
Toilets are kept in clean condition
Groundsman is doing a fabulous job
Additional toilets needed near Neville Street
How is the special swing unlocked- who has the key?
Youths currently climb onto toilet roof.
Could consider low level lighting for pathways (solar powered)
If the gazebo is constructed needs to be located at the corner of Oatley Avenue and Neville
Street- to maintain the playing areas to the north
Need to control the unauthorised use of the Gardens for fitness sessions- particularly in the
early hours of the morning
OK for fitness and exercise
No training- grass is being damaged
Keep low key- limit further structures and activities
Graffiti on existing toilets
Walk there twice a day
Need for a lift at the station (have to go to Mortdale to catch train)
Not BBQ – local people already assist with park clean up.
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Need to avoid people using the BBQ taking over the park.
Need roundabout at the corner of Frederick and Oatley Avenue ( Clock is in the wrong location
and restricts views)
Infant playground area is a bit tame.
Bins for collection of dog droppings.
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8.

Tick one or more of the following, if the Oatley Memorial Gardens had the recreation
facilities you indicate in this survey would you most likely visit the park:

Alone

2

With a pet

3

With family and friends of a similar age group

3

With family and/or friends of a much different age group

1

With one or more children under 6 years of age

2

With one or more children between 7-11 years of age

1

In the company of teenagers between 12-19 years
With aged and/or persons with a disability
As fitness group instructor
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9.

What types of facilities would you NOT like to see in the Oatley Memorial Gardens?
BBQ area (2)
Soccer balls being kicked into bus-stop
Kids on motor bikes at Lions Club Festival without helmets
Team Training
Fitness groups need signs to confirm legitimate users
Dogs of leash are a concern
Early street sweeping ( 7.00am is too early)

10.

How would you improve Oatley Memorial Gardens so that you would benefit from its use?

Shade for new playground (2)
Parking is still a problem (1)
Shade for infant playground (1)
Shade areas generally (1)
Bit more shade (1)
Continue to manage patrons from hotel after they leave (1)
Need lift at the station (1)
Make pathway next to toilet have more suitable gradient and avoid need steps
Use water more efficiently.
Spread fertiliser when its going to rain so the smell goes away
Manage rubbish left in gardens.
Need shelters
Improve management of school pickup
BBQ should be near hotelGreater priority for pedestrians at crossing points
Water treatment is a good idea
The cul de sac head on Oatley Parade should have central planting
Council need to reduce the amount of mowing during summer
Council is great with the level of mowing
Like the way its looked after
Cycleway is a good idea
Need toilets near southern playground, (in addition to existing toilets)
Need to repair bubbler near south playground ( something stuck in it).
Should consider circuit training
Use indigenous planting
Could benefit from bushcare group ( to remove convolvulus, lantana, asparagus,)
Some attractive vegetation ( Jacaranda, Grevillea etc..)
Would be good to have team training
Rainwater tanks for gazebos
Need to control bindies
Dogs off leash are a problem
Improved management of dog droppings
More bubblers
Need roundabout at corner of Frederick and Oatley Avenue
Like the memorial
Pavers within Frederick Street need to be maintained more effectively
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