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Background
Hogben Park is the largest park servicing the Kogarah CBD. The park is currently considered to be underutilised by
Council due to its lack of diversity of recreational opportunities for a range of age groups and lack of visual appeal. In
June 2010 Kogarah Council commissioned James Mather Delaney Design (JMDdesign) Landscape Architects to prepare
a Landscape Master Plan (LMP) providing planning, management and development direction for the Park.
The aims of the LMP process include:
• Providing seasonal opportunities for a diversity of preferred recreational activities especially for youth
• Assigning space and settings appropriate to the preferred activities both active and passive.
• Providing access for persons with all types of physical disabilities, different cultures, gender and age groups.
• Enhancing visitor experience through improved visual aesthetics of the parkland
• Reducing conflicts between residents and park users.
• Protecting the parks’ natural resources and capitalising on the parks proximity to Kogarah CBD.
• Conserving the parks’ heritage value to the people of Kogarah.
The LMP process included consultation with the local residents, student groups and key stakeholders.
Council also stated in their briefing document that over a 5 year period the expected total budget for the park
was to be in the order of $1.2 million. Proposals for the staging for the LMP were to be prepared for the proposed
development work.

FIG 1. HOGBEN PARK PRESENT
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Existing Park Conditions
2.1

Context

Hogben Park is located at the northern most point of the Kogarah LGA. The park is delineated by Harrow Road
a very busy road in the north east, Railway Parade a busy road in the south east and the Illawarra Railway line
in the west.

HOGBEN
PARK

To the south medium density residential faces the park.
The land now comprising the park was originally subdivided for residential allotments. It appears from the
1943 aerial photo that only a small number of residences were constructed and the remaining land remained
fallow being used as a short cut to the Kogarah railway station and CBD.
Categorisation of park- add plan and short description

2.2

CULTURAL
HERITAGE

Topography

Generally the Park falls from the ridge in the south of the park along Railway Parade to a low point at the
engineered canal in the northern corner of the park.

GENERAL COMMUNITY USE
& CULTURAL HERITAGE

The park has been terraced in the past. In a number of locations, including on these terraces, there are boggy
and poorly drained areas. In several areas stormwater outlets are causing soil erosion.

2.3

Existing Vegetation
FIG 2. HOGBEN USE CATEGORIES

Original vegetation of the site would have been Turpentine Ironbark Forest or Shale Sandstone Transition
Forest. No remnants of these associations occur on site, the only possible remnants are several Eucalyptus
robusta which occur on Shale Sandstone Transition Forest , and are noted to occur on swampy moist soils in
Kogarah (Benson.D & Howell.J, Taken for Granted, 1990).
Currently the Park vegetation consists of trees and grass. The vegetated railway bank is a combination of
trees, shrubs and weed species which currently provide a visual screen to the railway corridor.
There are a number of large tree within the Park which appear to be remnants of the residential gardens
including
• a large and healthy Ficus obliqua (Small Leafed Fig)
• Eucalyptus citriodora (Lemon Scented Gum)
• a number of mature Schinus aeria (Pepper Trees ),
• a row of Jacaranda mimosifolia (Jacaranda), and
• a number of Lophostemon confertus (Brush Box), both garden planting and street trees planting

Many of the trees on site would benefit from arboricultural attention including dead wooding and crown
lifting.

FIG 3. HOGBEN PARK 1943
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Site is located at northern point of
Kogarah. Opportunity to create a
statement in the park that signifies
entry to Kogarah.
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2.4

Services, structures/ facilities

Several services run across the site including sewer including two (2) vents
stacks, electrical reticulation for park lights and stormwater pipework which
outlet into the open canal.
The lighting within the park is distributed throughout and is unlikely to comply
with any current standards for outdoor lighting.
Existing toilet block is located to the north of the park on Railway Parade. The
entries to the building are concealed and are not easily visible for passive
surveillance. Due to antisocial activities occurring around the building the
facility has been closed to the public.

2.5

1. PARK ELEMENTS ATTRACTING ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVOIUR

2. EXISTING LIGHTING NOT ADEQUATE.

3. SURFACE EROSION, VEHICLE DAMAGE & WATER LOGGING

4. RAILWAY PRDE PARKING?

Site Issues

A list of site issues was generated and located on the plan opposite. This
process highlighted many issues that needed be addressed and/or incorporated
as part of the masterplan concept. The following issues were identified;

5. BARRIERS TO CIRCULATION IN THE PARK. HEGERTY ROAD (RAIL UNDERPASS) 6. OBSOLETE PARK FURNITURE & ITEMS

9

1. The location of the existing toilet block is not ideal as it is partially
concealed by vegetation and not within an area that is activated by
people in the park reducing passive surveillance. The monolithic
design and location of entry/exits also reduces surveillance. This
has resulted in anti-social behaviour in and around the toilet block.
Damaged fencing along the northern boundary has created access to
the railway property and become the focus on anti-social behaviour
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2. The existing lighting posts are randomly placed and inadequate
7. LACK OF A PATHWAY HIERARCHY

3

4. Busy roads bordering the park including Harrow Rd & Railway Prde
conflict with access and the lack of parking is evident. Furthermore no
disabled parking or drop-off areas are provided

7

3

8. MANY BEAUTIFUL MATURE TREES

6.Obsolete park furniture and play equipment are scattered throughout
the park. Most items are graffiti, and in a state of disrepair. A
consistent materials palette is lacking
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7. The current pathways have no system of hierarchy and do not
organise/delineate pedestrian movement into and throughout the park
8.Many significant mature trees occur throughout the park which will
need to be protected as part of any construction works. Many of these
trees need arboricultural attention to improve passive surveillance
sightlines across the park, and for other reasons such as structural
integrity and aesthetics.
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EXISTING: PLAN
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not to scale

ROAD

5.Barriers to circulation are caused by traffic (Hegerty Rd Rail underpass)
and the stormwater canal. Pedestrians are forced to circulate along a
narrow path abut to Busy Railway Prde. This area on Hegerty Rd has
become underutilised being ‘cut off’ to the park proper and presents
no relationship between the two areas.

1

HARROW

3. Drainage of stormwater to the North-eastern corner of the park has
resulted in some surface erosion along the northern boundary and
boggy areas in this section of the park. Service vehicles entering
the park from Harrow Rd onto boggy areas has resulted in extensive
damage to turf.
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Community Consultation
Local Schools Consultation

3.3
The Kogarah Council Social Plan (2004) and the Kogarah Safety and Crime Prevention Plan (2005) identified the
lack of youth specific recreation spaces as a key issue for young people in the local government area.

3.1

Youth Needs Survey

There are 3 schools in close proximity to the Park; St George Girls High School, Kogarah High School and
Kogarah Primary School.
On 10th August 2010 Kogarah Council convened a meeting with JMD Design Landscape Architects and
representatives from both St George High School and Kogarah High School, to receive feedback on the
proposed LMP. Each school was represented by a (1) teacher and two (2) students.

Council carried out a Youth Recreation Needs Survey in 2009 consulting with local school children and senior
school staff. The perception of the park at that time was that the park was unsafe and should be avoided (refer to
Appendix A for full findings).

Council and JMD Design received both a constructive feedback from this consultation, and a better
understanding of the needs that the local schools in the area have on a park such as Hogben Park.

Over 1000 children in year 6 were consulted. The major facilities requested:

The following relevant Issues were raised in relation to the proposed LMP;

Walking/bike path (56%)

•

The provision for clear circulation in the park, as the school’s use Hogben Park as part for their
athletics run (sports carnival)

•

Fencing around the basketball court to prevent balls running away

•

The need for a greater sense of security for students whilst moving through and using the park

•

Provision of a BBQ for school events held in the park

•

Opportunities for outdoor classroom/education sessions

•

Concerns of graffiti and vandalism of the basketball facility

•

Opportunities for public art, such as a mural wall that could be collaborated by both schools

Basketball Court rated the highest 55%
Space to socialise (50%)
Other facilities requested netball hoops, skateable plaza, fitness circuit and accessible play equipment (> 30%)
Other issues:
• Better maintained facilities
• Safety- particularly in relation to the toilet block and easy surveillance of area
• Grater variety of equipment and activities for a range of abilities
• Greater accessibility
• Shelter
• Seating

3.2

On Site Community Consultation

An on-site community consultation was held on the 7th August 2010. Representatives from both Kogarah Council
and JMD Design Landscape Architects attended to answer questions that local residents had in relation to the
proposed LMP. Residents were asked to fill in a ‘Community Survey Form’ prepared by Council and JMD Design
(see Appendix B). 7 surveys were completed

Stakeholder Consultation

3.4

On 25th August 2010 Kogarah Council convened a meeting with JMD Design Landscape Architects, and both
the State Local Member for Kogarah, Cherie Burton, and the NSW Police local Crime Prevention Officer, Senior
Constable Ray Kerridge. Both stakeholders were asked to provide feedback on then Hogben Park proposed
LMP. The following issues were raised;
•

The need for some degree of fencing around the playground

•

Safety concerns of pathways close to the railway line, away from the street

•

Drug use and antisocial behaviour in the park, and how to reduce the occurrence

•

Support for the provision of a BBQ as raised in previous consultation meetings

From that consultation the following relevant issues were raised:
• New toilet block location, and related safety concerns
• Fencing to the park and/or the playground
• Pedestrian crossing to access park
• Lack of Parking
• Rubbish bin and also dog bins
• Screening to railway
• Native planting to attract birds
• Provision of a BBQ

The local Member requested that a staged construction programme with associated costing’s be provided,
which could be used by her office to pursue relevant funding grants.

• Lighting to allow crossing the park at night
• Bike/walking track
Relevant issues were compiled into a table and were addressed according (refer to Appendix C).
Hogben Park Masterplan
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OPTION 1 URBAN AXIS

Landscape Masterplan

Marking the northern most point of the Kogarah LGA, the community centre is located
on the eastern corner of the site so the future building may be clearly seen as an urban
development from Harrow Road. Northern most component of building to be 2-storey to
act as marker for the park.

From the analysis of the ‘Park Conditions’, the matters raised during
the consultations and in discussions with Council staff a series of
landscape principles were generated for the park. These principles
were then applied to prepare a series of design options for the park.

Location opens park up to the street. It provides a clear entry point and meeting area for
youth as well as providing passive surveillance from street.

7
6

4.1

Central axis of existing Jacaranda will be strengthened by a pathway to link people to
the existing playground. Playground can be expanded to include more play elements in
surrounding open space area (ie. Flying fox)

Landscape Principles

In all options generated the following Landscape Principles were
applied to varying degrees;
• Build on the existing structure of the park including
topography and existing trees

Lit pedestrian route along western boundary and bridge to cross canal promotes travel
between Kogarah station/CBD/schools and railway underpass. It activates an otherwise
secluded area of the park by enhancing safety and surveillance.

5

3

1
2

8

• Create a safe park through increased passive surveillance/
views through the park, a lit route and concentrate activity to
activate park

4

WSUD wetland element in northern area connects with canal. Planting reinforces northern
pocket of park to provide backdrop for wetland and screen view/noise from rail underpass.

• Flexibility of spaces ‑ including the design for the park
to cater for youth needs without the perceptions of fear or
threat to other park users.

LEGEND
1. Community centre building
2. Multi-purpose court
3. New playground by Moduplay
4. Skate park / urban plaza
5. Central avenue

• Improve accessibility and circulation hierarchy by providing
a path network for both circulations through and within the
park.
• Provide a building footprint between the basketball court
and toilet block that could be transformed into a Community
Centre Building in the future.
• Incorporate Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) principles
into the management of the current stormwater issues

6. Wetland using WSUD principles
7. Canal crossing bridge
8. Picnic area / passive recreation
		
Pathway

OPTION 2 PARK AXIS
Building located on Railway Parade to engage with street. 2-storey element to be
located centrally as a marker for main entry point.

4.2

Central avenue reinforces existing Jacaranda planting between roundabout and
playground drawing people into the park from Harrow Road.

Options
7

In all options the recently upgraded playground was maintained.
The architecturals for the proposed new toilet block were already
determined, however its location was investigated in the options. The
following four (4) options explained in detail opposite were presented
to Council. After discussions about the various design solutions,

6

6

Lit pedestrian route from western corner guides people to community centre and
across bridge to underpass.
WSUD wetland element in northern location of site. Raised earth mound to bridge over
canal creates pedestrian access through wetland.

4
5

Almost all trees retained.

3
2
9

6
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LEGEND
1. Community centre building
2. Multi-purpose court
3. New playground by Moduplay
4. Skate park
5. Central avenue

6. Wetland using WSUD principles
7. Canal crossing bridge
8. Picnic area
9. Urban Plaza
		
Pathway

JMD design

OPTION 3 CROSS AXIS
Building placed centrally among park elements to provide
concentration of activities and a central meeting point at the end of
avenue axis. Area around building provides a plaza space for youth
that holds playground, skate park and community centre together.
7

6

Central axis of existing Jacaranda will be strengthened by a pathway
to link people to community elements and a new access from Railway
Parade will connect to community hub.
Pedestrian route along length of park at Railway Parade connects
through plaza to bridge over canal.

4
4

WSUD wetland element in northern area connects with canal.

5

9
1
2

6
LEGEND
1. Community centre building
2. Multi-purpose court
3. New playground by Moduplay
4. Skate park
5. Central avenue

6. Wetland using WSUD principles
7. Canal crossing bridge
8. Picnic area
9. Urban plaza
		
Pathway

OPTION 4 TERMINATED AXIS
Community centre located closer to western boundary and
activities are focused at the end of access points from Harrow
Road and Railway Parade.
Strong access from Railway Parade will focus entry point into
plaza between activity elements.
7

6

Lit pedestrian route within park along length of Harrow Road
frontage replaces goat trail.
6

A walking/exercise circuit is acheived through the linkage of
access paths

2
1
3

9

5

WSUD wetland element in northern area provides two separate
water treatment zones on each terrace of existing terrain.

4
8

LEGEND
1. Community centre building
2. Multi-purpose court
3. New playground by Moduplay
4. Skate park
5. Central avenue

6. Wetland using WSUD principles
7. Canal crossing bridge
8. Picnic area
9. Urban Plaza
		
Pathway

Hogben Park Masterplan
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LEGEND

Option 4 (Terminated Axis) was unanimously selected by Council staff and adopted by JMD Design and
developed to form the LMP. This option was further modified to minimise earthworks and retaining
structures and is reflected in the final location of basketball court and the amphitheatre/skate/urban
plaza area.
Access and Circulation
The LMP establishes an access & circulation hierarchy. Two major entry/exit paths are wide and
connect to the central hub of facilities. One from Railway Prde, provides disabled parking as well as a
bus drop-off zone, and universal access with a ramp. The other from Harrow Road allows for access
by maintenance vehicles and establishes the axial walk. Another primary path connects the northern
pocket of the park up to the central hub, removing the circulation and connectivity barrier from Hegerty
Street to Railway Prde. This is the lit route providing a safer thoroughfare across the park. Finally minor
paths inset along the main roads complete a ‘circuit’ network amenity around the park. Consideration
should be given in the detailed design stage to the provision of a pedestrian refuge or crossing at the
entry to the park or Railway Parade.
Activity Areas

KEY

1.
2.

Existing ‘Moduplay’ playground
Toilet block with pregola shade structure
(footprint of future community centre building)
3. Basketball court
4. 	Plaza open space with skating elements and
surrounding amphitheatre
5. Disabled access ramp
6. Disabled parking spaces on Railway Parade
7. Park main entry
8. Bus parking/dropoff zone
9. Avenue ‘axis’ walk
10. New Jacaranda plantings
11. Bioretention basin
12. Wetland using Water Sensitive
Urban Design (WSUD) principles
13. Existing stormwater canal
14. Shrub and tree screen planting
15. Footbridge
16. Night lit pedestrian pathway

As part of initiative to providing a diversity of recreation activities, especially for youth, a full size
basketball court features central to LMP and allows for other facilities to ‘hang off’. The Plaza open
space provides youth with skating elements and a ‘hang out’ space for meeting Retaining walls provide
incidental seating and opportunities to view across the activity areas.
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The existing rows of Jacarandas are reinforced by new plantings to delineate the Avenue axis walk. Tree
shrub and groundcover planting in the northern pocket of the park provide visual & auditory screening
to the rail line and rail underpass road. New tree planting are proposed throughout the park to ensure
the amenity of existing mature trees is preserved. A recommended species list is included in this report
(Appendix D).

Existing Tree

ROAD

Landscape Master Plan

HARROW

4.3

4

Sustainability Initiatives
Stormwater treatment systems are proposed in the ‘boggy’ North eastern section of the park. These
would include bio-retention basin/s and a wetland. Council engineers have provided initial feedback
that this particular area would be ideal for such initiatives. The need for hydraulic assessment to
confirm catchment, flows and sizes etc, would be critical as the design is progressed.
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Section Elevations
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Prespective Sketch
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Material Palette

Amphitheatre

Turf

Lightly washed concrete

Wetland planting

Jacaranda

Coloured concrete

Basketball court

Native Trees

Unit paving

Footbridge

Seats

Pergola structure

Lighting

Softfall
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Staging

In order to conform with the total budget of $1.2 million spread over 5 years as stated in
Councils project brief, an approximate annual budget of $240,000 would apply. Refer
to Appendix E ‘Planned Staging of Park Upgrade Works’ for the detailed component
breakdown of costing. All costs stated are at 2010.
The construction of the LMP was therefore broken up and staged as follows;

5.1

Stage 1

Stage 1 built to June 2010 has effectively been completed. It included the upgrade of the
existing playground at a cost of approximately $86,000.

5.2

Stage 2

Stage 1 works to be built to June 2011 would include the toilet facility, basketball court,
facilities access structures and playground fencing. This would allow the spine of the park
to installed and provide sufficient universal access to all of the facilities. A total cost of
Stage 2 at approximately $452,000

STAGE 1 WORKS: 2010 COMPLETED

STAGE 2 WORKS: 2011

12
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5.3

Stage 3

Stage 3 works to be built over 2 years 2012 – to June 2013 would include the pergola
structure, amphitheatre/skate/urban plaza, park lighting, park furniture and BBQ facility. A
total cost of Stage 3 at approximately $296,000

5.4

Stage 4

Stage 4 works to be built in 2014 would include all the remaining footpaths, the
stormwater canal crossing bridge, and planting works. A total cost of Stage 4 at
approximately $255,000
The total cost Stage 1 to 4 would be approximately $1,089,000 to fall within the budget of
$1.2 million

STAGE 3 WORKS: 2012 - 2013

STAGE 4 WORKS: 2014

Hogben Park Masterplan
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5.5

Stage 5

Stage 5 works to be built in 2015 and beyond would include the remaining wetland,
and bio-retention basin stormwater treatment systems. As the cost of these works are
significant, Councils budget did not allow for these items to be included. They could be
however incorporated into ongoing funding opportunities in the future. A total cost of
approximately $415,000

STAGE 5 WORKS: FUTURE WORKS

COMPLETED MASTERPLAN

14
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Appendix A

Hogben Park and Youth Recreational
Needs Study (2009)

Background
The Kogarah Council Social Plan (2004) and the Kogarah Safety and Crime
Prevention Plan (2005) identified the lack of youth specific recreational spaces as a
key issue for young people in the local government area. This is particularly relevant
in the Kogarah CBD vicinity with the high school secondary population.
The Community Development and Access Working Party (February 2009)
recommended a feasibility study be conducted into the popularity of different outdoor
recreational activities amongst local youth to determine the support for a youth space
at the park and the most appropriate facilities to be installed there in the advent of
possible future development.

Methodology
A survey was developed (Appendix A.) to be distributed to local high schools in the
Kogarah CBD area. This survey was both qualitative and quantitative in nature. In
addition to this survey, meetings were held with key school stakeholders, including
Principal’s and Sports/PE Head Teachers. Two local primary schools were also
included in the consultations, as it was important to include years 5 and 6 students as
any changes to the park would benefit them also. The primary school consultations
involved open discussion in their classrooms with Teachers present.
A local special needs school was included in the consultation process to ensure the
recreational needs of local students with disabilities was considered and to better
understand any accessibility issues.
YouthZone (Pole Depot) outreach Youth Workers assisted with administering the
survey to young people in the Kogarah CBD that may not attend school or be
otherwise hard to reach. The data from these surveys is also included in these
results.

Existing Perceptions of the Park

School Feedback
A number of local Primary and High Schools were consulted during the consultation
phase of this study. The schools consulted were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kogarah High School
St George Girls High School
St George School (Special Needs school)
James Cook Boys High School
Marist Bros School - Kogarah
Kogarah Primary School
St Patricks Primary School

Senior School staff provided additional feedback to students in regards to existing
use, current issues and suggested facilities.
Kogarah High
Kogarah High does not currently use the park for any organised activities. This is
due to the lack of existing facilities for high school age pupils. There is also concern
with the safety of the toilet block and safe access across the busy Railway Parade
road. However, due to the lack of green space within this School, there was interest
and support in future development of the park. It was stated that if appropriate
facilities were installed such as a basketball court, running path or fitness circuit the
school would be able to include the park in its PE program or other sporting activities.
The teachers also agreed with the importance of providing a safe youth friendly
space to congregate. At the moment the students tend to hang-out around the
railway station. They are frequently asked to move on by Police or school staff, but
don’t have anywhere else to go.
St George School
St George School caters for young people with medium to high disabilities. The
school reiterated the importance of an inclusive design in any future modifications.
Suggestions included: bike paths that are wide enough for a wheelchair, sound
posts, different textured plants and disability parking.
Playground equipment that was adaptable, with different high levels was also
highlighted.
St George Girls High School

Unfortunately many of the existing perceptions of the park amongst young people are
negative. There is a belief that the park is very un-safe and should be avoided.
There is some basis in fact as the toilet block and covered areas have been the
locations of some undesirable behaviour of which the local Police are aware. Some
of the playground equipment is un-kept and has been vandalised by graffiti. The
park also has some dark areas due to the numerous advanced trees which impedes
vision from street level. Kogarah City Council and the local member Cherie Burton is
aware of this and is investigating the installation of lighting in the park (as 6/8/09).

Currently St George Girls High uses the park for cross-country for 3 months of the
year. They didn’t see the need to install Netball Courts as there were a large number
at West Botany. The Teachers also believed that the park was used by local
residents on weekends doing such activities as Tai Chi. The school felt that it was
also important to retain the beauty of the large trees such as the Jacaranda.
The school also supported the idea of a running path with fitness stations so that it
could be used for sports or PE classes. However, their main concern was the safety
of students in accessing the park across Railway Parade and the existing toilet block.

Hogben Park Masterplan
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For students to use the park during sports, the toilet block will need to make safer
and access to water bubblers.
For students that weren’t sports minded they felt that a performance and art space
was a practical and creative idea.
Kogarah Primary School
Kogarah Public School also uses Hogben Park for its cross-country race. Teachers
also occasionally use the park for local studies projects.
Again the toilet block was a big issue. When using the park, Teachers check that the
toilets are safe first before allowing students to enter. The school also had concerns
about the quantity of rubbish and broken glass often found in the park, this has led to
a belief that the park is unmaintained and unsafe.
The Principal reiterated the importance of the park in the Kogarah CBD locale due to
the limited amount of green space in the area and the high density housing that
exists in the area.
Amongst students, ball games were very popular, particularly basketball, with local
young people trying to gain admittance to the school after hours to access the
basketball court.
St Patricks Primary School
The School does not currently use the Park for any organised sports; however as
many of their students live in the immediate Kogarah area, the improvement of the
park is relevant.
The most popular sports amongst both girls and boys are basketball. Basketball
hoops are utilised in the disused Bethany High School next door. Soccer is also
popular with boys.
The Principal felt that it was important that any design was also family friendly as
younger teenagers in the 10 to 13 age group would still go to the park with their
family on weekends. The toilet block needed to be in a more open area and
designed with safety in mind.
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Demographic Results (inc. Year 6 consultations)
Total responses
Male
Female

1189
550
639

Age

<12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19>

279
163
199
241
162
58
36
22

Local Government Area (LGA)
Kogarah
Rockdale
Hurstville
Sutherland
Canterbury
Bankstown
Other

309
292
142
45
51
24
129

JMD design

Survey Results – (Age <13)
What would encourage you to use this space?

Popular Activities

BMX
Skate
Blade
Volleyball
Scooter
Basketball
Athletics
Soccer
Performance
Art
Netball
Rugby League
Swimming
Handball
Tennis

Tot.
97
76
51
82
131
214
152
217
79
124
157
30
63
48
44

%
21
17
11
18
29
48
34
49
17
28
35
6
14
10
9

*Other – Other activities listed included: Cricket, Badminton, Hockey, Oztag,
European Handball and Dodgeball.
Facilities Requested

Bike paths/walking track
Basketball Hoops
Exercise/Fitness Circuit
Skateable ‘Plaza’
Space to socialise
Accessible play
equipment
Sensory equipment/plants
Performance Space
Netball Hoops

Tot.
249
246
159
173
224
171

%
56
55
35
39
50
38

89
77
145

20
17
32

*Other – Other facilities listed included: Cricket pitch, Ice skating rink, Rugby League
posts, sand pit, Soccer goals and Tennis Courts.
Specific play equipment for this age equipment included:

Attractiveness of the area/art etc
Playing Fields
Variety of equipment/facilities/activities
Youth friendly space
Better facilities (e.g. benches, tables,
paths)
Functional equipment
Performance Space
Safe space/Lighting etc
•

5
6
20

These figures applicable only to surveys distributed to High Schools only.

Comments from students in Year 6 included the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lots of play equipment
Not too crowded
Big, clean area
Tables & seating
Basketball Hoops
Obstacle Course
Bubblers
Artwork
Clean toilets
Variety of play equipment
Colourful funky colours
Gardens and landscaping
BBQ/picnic facilities
More grass than dirt
Clean
Recycle bins
Youth friendly space
Tables
Fence around play equipment
Sand Box

What would discourage you to use this space?

Graffiti/Litter
Lack of equipment/facilities
Unsafe environment
If it was located in Kogarah
Lack of people
Unmaintained equipment/facilities
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tot.
47
20
97
68
10

Tot.
57
45
56
3
4
45

These figures applicable only to surveys distributed to High Schools only.

Flying Fox
Slippery Dip for playground
Spider net climbing
Climbing Wall
Monkey Bars
Aerial See-Saw
Swings
Mirror Walls
Shade cloth over play equipment
Sliding Poles
Hogben Park Masterplan
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Comments from students in Year 6 included the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Popular Activities

Dirty/Dusty/un-kept
Play equipment too young
Graffiti
Not many people/deserted
Needs to be high visibility for safety
Type of people hanging out there
Play equipment maintained
Vandalism
No toilets
Too many big kids in groups
Gangs – no safety
Not clean

BMX
Skate
Blade
Volleyball
Scooter
Basketball
Athletics
Soccer
Performance
Art
Netball
Rugby League

Essential elements of recreational space

Drinking fountain
Toilets
Safety
Seating
Artwork
Shelter
Fitness options

Tot.
194
257
189
237
67
226
119

To young people aged 13 or under a colourful, clean and safe space was of
paramount importance. Basketball and bike paths were popular, but play equipment
that catered to older children was also stated as desirable.
Once again the presence of graffiti and un-maintained equipment and grounds were
a major deterrent to frequenting a park. Some also suggested BBQ facilities to
encourage their families to utilise the space.

Hogben Park Masterplan

Tot.
119
123
72
129
108
280
130
263
150
195
136
75

%
16
17
10
18
15
39
18
36
21
27
19
10

*Other – Other activities included Tennis, Rugby League, Swimming, Cricket,
Badminton, Handball and Hockey.

Summary
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Survey Results – (Age 14>)

Facilities Requested

Bike paths/walking track
Basketball Hoops
Exercise/Fitness Circuit
Skateable ‘Plaza’
Space to socialise
Accessible play
equipment
Sensory equipment/plants
Performance Space
Netball Hoops

Tot.
380
349
229
201
383
265

%
53
49
32
28
53
37

181
156
126

25
21
17

*Other – Other facilities listed included: Football goals, Soccer Goals, BBQ area,
Cricket nets and Tennis Courts.
What would encourage you to use this space?

Attractiveness of the area/art etc
Playing Fields
Variety of equipment/facilities/activities
Youth friendly space
Better facilities (e.g. benches, tables,
paths)
Functional equipment
Performance Space
Safe space/Lighting etc
Location in different location

Tot.
136
19
215
106
25
13
11
64
11

JMD design

What would discourage you to use this space?

Graffiti/Litter
Lack of equipment/facilities
Unsafe environment
If it was located in Kogarah
Lack of people
Unmaintained equipment/facilities
•

Tot.
120
80
122
15
18
102

These figures applicable only to surveys distributed to High Schools only.

Essential elements of recreational space

Drinking fountain
Toilets
Safety
Seating
Artwork
Shelter
Fitness options

Tot.
452
594
449
527
202
466
221

Summary
For young people aged 14 or older basketball and soccer were the most popular
local sports. Basketball is popular with both boys and girls. Soccer, football and
cricket had high male participation rates. Popular sports for girls were netball,
volleyball and badminton.
This age group reiterated the importance of safety and well-maintained facilities also.
Whilst the majority of respondents disliked the presence of graffiti, some suggested
that an aerosol artwork be included in any future re-development of the park. The
idea of artwork and a performance space was a popular response from young
women.
A majority of those surveyed listed clean and safe toilets as an essential facility at the
park. Other design elements requested included multi-purpose hoops (basketball or
netball), a Skateable area (such as a plaza, that could also be used for
performances) and a bike track (that could be used for athletics).

Conclusion
Due to the limited open space in the Kogarah CBD area and the high concentration
of schools, the establishment of a youth friendly outdoor recreational area in the
vicinity is desirable. As Hogben Park needs to cater for a wide variety of age groups
it is important that the future design of the park is inclusive and provides flexible
recreational facilities.
The survey has highlighted a number of essential elements to ensure public
recreational space is utilised by young people. These include a variety of equipment
and facilities, safety and an attractive space. Due to budget constraints it is
important that potential improvements to the park are multi-function and allow young
people to socialise in a safe and youth friendly environment.
Hogben Park Masterplan

19

JMD design



 





/RFDWLRQPDSDQGDHULDOYLHZRI+RJEHQ3DUN



      
         








……

      


        












  

 

   

  

 

 

 

 









 



              




      
    








    

      

   

    
     


   



     

  





 

          








         







            

    




     

 

 
    

   







 

  





 


    
    

20

Hogben Park Masterplan

([DPSOHVRI¶3OD]D6W\OH·UHFUHDWLRQDOVSDFHV

JMD design

Appendix B

6.

Hogben Park, Kogarah
COMMUNITY SURVEY
1.

2.

36-45 □4
46-55 □5
55-65 □6

5.

7.

66-75 □7
+ 76 □8

Yes
□3

□1
□2
□3
□4

Recreation opportunities.
Social opportunities.
Cultural and historical aspects of the park
Natural scenery.
Location.
Landscaping and setting.

j.

Other, please enter: __________________________□7

Not Likely Likely Very Likely Highly Likely

□1
□1
□1
□1
□1

□2
□2
□2
□2
□2

□3
□3
□3
□3
□3

□4
□4
□4
□4
□4

Other, please enter: _____________________________________________
8.

What are the most important values to you about Hogben Park?
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Which of the following design proposals are you most likely to use?
Please tick one or more of the following:
Civic Area
Basketball court
Playground
Walking / Exercise path
Quiet spaces, park seating

If you have children or teenagers in your family in the box provided, please
enter the number of individuals in each age group?

0-5 years of age
6-10 years of age
11-15 years of age
16-19 years of age

4.

Unsure
□2

If Not why not?_________________________________________________

Female □2

Age group of respondent (years), please tick one of the following.
Less than 18 years of age □1
18-25 □2
26-35 □3

3.

No
□1

Sex of respondent, please tick one of the following.
Male □1

Do you think the park is safe to visit and would you feel secure in the
park? Please tick one of the following.

What types of facilities would you NOT like to see in Hogben Park?

1__________________________________________________________________________
2__________________________________________________________________________

□1
□2
□3
□4
□5
□6

3__________________________________________________________________________
9.

How would you improve on the proposed design for Hogben Park so
that you would benefit from its use?

1__________________________________________________________________________

Which of the following reasons would you most likely visit Hogben
Park? Please tick one or more of the following:
View the scenery
□1
Meet new people
□2
Do something with friend’s
□3
Keep physically fit
□4
Just do your own thing
□5
Release tension
□6
Experience new and different things
□7
Be near people who enjoy the same things
□8
Do something creative
□9
Be away from the family for a while
□10
Be close to nature and enjoy the outdoors
□11
Experience excitement
□12
Develop new skills and abilities
□13
Think about important issues or problems
□14
Rest physically and relax
□15
Get away from the demands of life
□16

2__________________________________________________________________________
3__________________________________________________________________________
If not enough space please attach additional comments you would like to
make.

PLEASE PLACE YOUR COMPLETED SURVEYS IN THE YELLOW SURVEY BINS
PROVIDED OR POST TO THE GENERAL MANAGER, KOGARAH CITY
COUNCIL, LOCKED BAG 8, KOGARAH NSW 2217 BY FRIDAY 20th AUGUST,
2010
This survey is copy right protected under Kogarah City Council 2010

Other, please enter:___________________________□17

2
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Appendix C
Hogben Park, Kogarah Community Feedback Summary

Community Consultation held on 7th August 2010 on site at Hogben Park, Cnr Harrow Rd & Railway Prde, Kogarah
Submissions received:
7 completed feedback sheets

ISSUE

DETAILS

GENERAL PARK UPGRADE

RESPONSE/ DESIGN OUTCOME/ ACTION

OF TIMES MENTIONED

Residents were concerned about safety at the park. The idea was presented
to fence the park around the perimeter. Another reason presented was to
contain pet animals that were using the park for recreation. ie. Dogs.

l

Noted. Problematic design intervention as other negative outcomes can result.
JMD Design does not believe this to be a good solution to the concerns raised.

Fence around playground

Parents were concerned about the safety of their children while using the
playground. The primary concern was children running up onto the road at
Railway Prde which is about 15m away

ll

Noted. Safety versus necessity for this playground to be investigated. Possibility to
fence a section of the new playground, towards the road.

Angled parking

Parking is a problem at the park as Railway Parade is often full of parallel
parked cars. Angled parking was proposed to help improve parking at the
park

l

Noted. Agreed that parking is an issue. Railway Parde is a busy road and the
possibility of decreased traffic fuction with angled parking could become an issue.
Not to be disregarded, however not seen as a practical solution at this stage.

1

Fence around park perimeter

2

3

NUMBER

Toilets locked

Several residents raised concerns about the undesireable people/behaviour
that the current toilet block has attracted and advise that the new toilet block
have restriction on the opening/closing times that prevent anti-social
behaviour

lll

Noted. Kogarah Council to investigate and advise.

5

Zebra crossing

Several residents raised concerns about the inability for people to cross
Railway parade safely to enter the park as it is a busy road and sightlines are
not good for crossing. A Zebra style crossing was suggested to aleviate this
issue

ll

Noted. Agreed that crossing Railway Parade is an issue. Council to present to
Traffic and await response

6

Rubbish Bins

There are no current rubbish bins in Hogben Park. Residents suggest the
introduction of rubbish bins would make a tidier area as park users would
have the option of disposing their rubbish therefore reducing litter

ll

Agreed. Bins should be included as part of the masterplan. JMD Design will locate
bins preferably at park entry/exit points particulary the main entrance on Railway
Pararde

7

Dog Bins

As per above. Dog bins would prevent droppings being left in the park

l

Noted. Dog bag dispenser to be included with bin station

8

Native trees

Reidents suggest that further plating of native tree species would attact more
native bird species, as this is currently lacking

ll

Noted. Council to breif consultatants involved in the documentation of planting
plans to consider including indicative plant list

9

BBQ

A large percentage of residents would like to see a public BBQ installed in
the park as they believe it would be a valuable amenity.

l

10

Lighting

Most residents feel unsafe travelling throught the park at night. Improved
lighting would possibly make people more likely to use the park at
nightwithout feeling unsafe

llll

4

11

Cycle/Bike Track

Residents put forward the request to include some sort of childrens bicycle
track within the park

ll

Noted & to be incorporated into revised masterplan
Noted. Lighting of the main accees path through the park was part of the
masterplan concept. JMD Deisgn to nominate lit route requirement
A designated bicyle track was not seen as a workable option in the park layout.
Exisitng levels would make such a track problematic. The inclusion of a circuit
footpath in the proposal was inteneded to provide user friendly
exercise/waking/running track options for users
1
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Hogben Park Recommended Species List

Trees
BOTANICAL NAME

Shrubs and Groundcovers
COMMON NAME

Acmeana smithii

Lilly Pilli

Angophora costata

Smooth Bark Apple

Ceratopetalum gummiferum

New South Wales Christmas Bush

Corymbia gummifera

Red Bloodwood

Elaeocarpus reticulatus

Blueberry Ash

Eucalyptus citriodora

Lemon Scented Gum

Eucalyptus fibrosa

Red Ironbark

Eucalyptus globoidea

White Stringy Bark

Eucalyptus haemastoma

Scribbly Gum

Eucalyptus punctata

Grey Gum

Eucalyptus robusta

Swamp Mahogany

Eucalyptus tereticornis

Forest Red Gum

Ficus obliqua

Small Leafed Fig

Jacaranda mimosifolia

Jacaranda

Lophostemon confertus

Brush Box

Shinus aeria

Peppercorn Tree

Tristaniopsis laurina

Water Gum

James Mather Delaney Design
ABN 30 128 554 638

BOTANICAL NAME

COMMON NAME

Acacia parramattensis

Parramatta Green Wattle

Banksia ericifolia

Heath Banksia

Banksia spinulosa

Hairpin Banksia

Beakea imbricata

Heath Myrtle

Callistemon citrinus & var.

Bottlebrush

Dianella caerulea

Paroo Lilly

Doryanthes excelsa

Gymea Lilly

Grevillea buxifolia

Grey Spider Flower

Grevillea lanigera

Woolly Grevillea

Hibbertia scandens

Snake Vine

Isopepsis nodosa

Knobby Club Rush

Lambertia formosa

Mountain Devil

Leptospermum petersonii

Lemon Scented Tea Tree

Lomandra longifolia & var.

Spiney Head Rush

Viola hederacea

Native Violet

131 Catherine Street
Leichhardt NSW 2040
Australia

T 02 9564 1186
F 02 9564 5303
www.jmddesign.com.au
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Hogben Park Kogarah Landscape Masterplan
Planned Staging of Park Upgrade Works
Estimated Total Budget over 5 years:
Approximate annual allowance:

YEAR PROPOSED WORKS
2010

Playground (completed)

COST
$86,000

ANNUAL TOTAL BALANCE
$86,000

+$154,000

CUM TOTAL
$86,000

Stage1
2011

1. Toilet Facility

$180,000

Stage 2

2. Basketball Court

$100,000

3. Facilities Access

$73,000

4. Playground Fencing

$12,000

+ Estab. & Prelim’s (2%)

$7,000

+ Consultancy Fees (12%)

$44,000

+ Contingency (10%)

$36,000

2012-

1. Pergola Structure

$45,000

2013

2. Amphitheatre

$82,000

Stage 3

3. Lighting

$75,000

4. Park Furniture

$24,000

5. BBQ

$12,000

+ Estab. & Prelim’s (2%)

$5,000

+ Consultancy Fees (12%)

$29,000

+ Contingency (10%)

$24,000

James Mather Delaney Design
ABN 30 128 554 638
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$1,200,000
$240,000

2014

1. Pathways

$98,000

Stage 4

2. Footbridge

$67,000

3. Planting

$40,000

+ Estab. & Prelim’s (2%)

$4,000

+ Consultancy Fees (12%)

$25,000

+ Contingency (10%)

$21,000

Future

1. Bio-retention basin

$200,000

Stage 5

2. Wetland

$135,000

+ Estab. & Prelim’s (2%)

$7,000

+ Consultancy Fees (12%)

$40,000

+ Contingency (10%)

$33,000

($365,000)

$452,000

-$58,000

$538,000

($205,000)

$255,000

$111,000

$1,089,000

($335,000)

$415,000

$1,504,000

($238,000)

$296,000

$126,000

$834,000

131 Catherine Street
Leichhardt NSW 2040
Australia

T 02 9564 1186
F 02 9564 5303
www.jmddesign.com.au

