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MAYOR'S MESSAGE

Georges River Council acknowledges the traditional custodians of the 
land in which the Georges River Local Government Area is situated 
- the Biddegal people of the Eora nation.

Information and events in this publication are current at the time of printing. Subsequent changes may occur. Georges River Council 
does not guarantee that this publication is without flaw or wholly appropriate for your purposes. It and its employees expressly 
disclaim any liability, for any loss or damage, whether direct or consequential, suffered by any person as the result of or arising from 
reliance on any information contained in the publication.

Season’s Greetings to everyone. 2020 has been a year of unimaginable 
turmoil, with the devastation of the bushfires, to flooding rains, only to be 
hit with the mental, social and economic challenges which are being faced 
internationally due to the COVID-19 pandemic. There is undoubtedly much 
fatigue for people in relation to the ever present topic of the pandemic, but for 
now we must continue to be vigilant to reduce the possibility of a second wave 
similar to that being witnessed in Europe.

Most of us have adapted extraordinarily well to the work from home 
environment, online meetings, masks, more thorough hand-washing and 
keeping our distance, as part of being responsible and socially minded 
individuals. It’s by continuing these measures and not becoming complacent 
that we will hopefully avoid an increase in cases in our local area and 
throughout the state and country.

There have been some positives to come from our current situation – we’ve 
had time to pause and reflect on the things we value most, we have proven 
ourselves resilient and flexible, we have worked to ensure the more vulnerable 
members of our community continue to be cared for, and we have rallied 
behind our frontline workers who did it so tough during the lockdown period 
which was an extremely unsettling time for everyone. We have been given 
the gift of a new perspective which focuses less on the self and more on the 
welfare of our family and the community at large.

At a local level, Council felt strongly that it was more important than ever to 
bring the Christmas spirit to the community, despite the cancellation of our 
major summer events. We have an extensive COVID-safe summer event line-
up with smaller scale offerings throughout our town centres. Mobile Musos will 
see local musicians performing at nine of our town centres. We will also have 
a Christmas Ice Rink at Netstrata Jubilee Stadium in Kogarah from Sunday 13 
December, right up to Christmas Eve. Our Christmas Lights Competition is on 
again and entries close on Thursday 17 December. And there will be virtual 
storytimes with Santa.

I sincerely hope that you get out into the community and enjoy some of the 
offerings available this Christmas season. There is still fun to be had – safely! 
Please remember to be considerate of each other throughout the summer 
season, and let’s hope brighter days are ahead soon! Merry Christmas and a 
very Happy New Year to everyone.

Kevin Greene
Mayor, Georges River Council
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New Rates 2021 
webinars  
well received
During November, Council hosted a series of webinars to 
support its community consultation on New Rates 2021 by 
providing information to the community about the proposed 
changes to rates.

The webinars provided the opportunity for residents to ask 
questions and provide feedback live.

The consultation provided the community an update and 
built on community engagement undertaken last year where 
a number of ‘myths’ around rates were uncovered. For 
example, contrary to popular belief, rates don’t increase as 
development and population increases, because the total 
amount of rates we can collect is restricted by the NSW 
Government.

The New Rates 2021 must be introduced to meet the 
mandatory NSW Government requirement for one rating 
system across the Georges River local government area. 
Additionally, the new rating system will create better equity 
between houses and apartments and maintain the service 
standards you value for future generations.

Dozens of residents took up the opportunity, and given the 
positive response, we will be looking at providing future 
webinars in which the community can participate.  

Feedback included:
“Thank you for running these webinars :) “
“Thank you for a very informational session.”

A recording of a New Rates 2021 webinar is available on 
our website, along with a video explaining how rates work. A 
rates calculator which can provide an approximation of the 
new rates for your property is also available on our website.

YOUR COUNCIL

Highly 
Commended 
in LGNSW 
Excellence in 
Environment 
Awards
We were recently awarded Highly Commended in the 
Local Government NSW’s Excellence in Environment 
Awards, in the Towards Net Zero Emissions category, in 
recognition of our actions and commitment to achieving 
100% renewable energy in our operations by 2025, as 
well as the implementation of mitigation initiatives to 
progress towards net zero carbon emissions.

We will report on progress towards achieving net zero 
emissions by 2025 annually and provide information 
to Council to inform carbon offset initiatives that could 
benefit from Council’s support, such as reforestation 
projects or renewable energy schemes either locally, 
nationally or internationally. 

Our continued efforts to install solar PV on Council-
owned facilities further supports our commitment to 
renewable and emission free power sources.  Our 
progress towards achieving net zero emissions will 
be significantly enhanced through the uptake of 100% 
renewable electricity in all of our operations.

Ongoing improvements to our renewable energy 
initiatives continue, including the recent installation of 
new solar panels at Oatley Childcare Centre and Oatley 
Park with a combined capacity of 34.3 kW, which will 
save Council around $10,000 per year.
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Revitalising public space 
with Kogarah pop-up park 
We installed a temporary park in Kogarah 
Town Square in October, providing an urban 
oasis for residents and visitors. A grant from 
the NSW Government helped us ‘green up’ 
the area, catering to the increased number 
of people enjoying outdoor space and public 
amenities closer to home.

It has proven to be a great place to work, socialise, relax, 
or enjoy a picnic or takeaway food from the surrounding 
eateries. The COVID-19 pandemic has reminded us just how 
important our public space is, particularly for areas of high 
density where many people don't have access to their own 
backyard. 85% of people are using local streets more and 
45% are spending more time than usual.

We've been told that people want more green space in the 
area and this installation is an innovative way to bring the 
natural world to an urban environment, fostering a healthier 
and more resilient community. Street furniture and creative 

lighting will be installed in the Town Square to bring a lively 
atmosphere to the area, and public art installed at the nearby 
Post Office Lane.

The activation, which will be in place until January 2021, 
was proudly funded by the NSW Government, under its 
Streets as Shared Spaces program, which aims to activate 
and increase the vibrancy of streets. The program provides 
funding for projects and strategic pilots that temporarily 
adapt streets for community use.

"This space is great and has a really 
nice vibe at night – families and children 
come down to play games and run 
around and the restaurants play music”
 - From a local who resides in a nearby unit.

We were also successful in receiving grant funding for a 
Hurstville-based Streets as Shared Spaces project – keep 
an eye out for some exciting changes and improvements in 
the city centre soon!

GEORGES RIVER COUNCIL
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Small Business Month
Georges River Council in partnership with St George 
Business Chamber and with the support of NSW 
Treasury hosted a series of four free webinars focused 
on resilience. The topics covered included:

Social and Economic Trends with Mark McCrindle, 
McCrindle Research
Mental Wellbeing and Resilience with Silvia de Ridder, 
Unconscious Potential
Cash Flow – The fundamentals for business success 
with Tony Baddour, Elite Financial
The new normal – 2020 and Beyond with Trevor 
Weeding, Development Pathways

Both Silvia and Trevor are local business owners whose 
expertise is second to none. All of these useful webinars 
are available to watch by simply visiting Council's 
Youtube channel.

BUSINESS

Georges River Business is an online 
business networking platform that 
gives small businesses the opportunity 
to connect with other businesses and 
customers, as well as to promote their 
products and services. Businesses have 
the opportunity to contribute content by 
posting articles and announcements. 
There is an events section to promote 
your upcoming events or you can 
choose to attend an event that is 
advertised. 

Register for free by visiting 
www.georgesriverbusiness.com.au

Georges River Business
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Council is acutely aware of the impact COVID has had on 
the community, and has implemented a range of initiatives 
to revive local business. We are pleased to have awarded 
the following businesses COVID Recovery Grants in two 
areas. The Open for Business grant which gives businesses 
the opportunity to invest in marketing and promotional 
campaigns to assist in boosting sales. 

This grant was capped at $5,000. Congratulations to SASH 
Tattoo, Liquidity FP and Virya Group for being successful 
grant applicants.

COVID Recovery Grants awarded

The Small Business Grant provides support to small 
businesses that want to adapt and innovate to increase their 
ability to recover economically in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This grant was capped at $10,000. 

Congratulations to successful applicants Stay Handsome 
Espresso, All Stuck Up Design and Print and Chilli Master 
(Yamo Investment).

Adrian Marcelino, All Stuck Up

GEORGES RIVER COUNCIL
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EVENTS
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Frightful 80s
drive-in cinema
Circling storms didn’t keep people away from the Frightful 
80s Drive-in Cinema event, with over 140 cars attending 
over two nights to see the Stranger Things viewing 
marathon.

Most attendees were locals, but around 20-30% were 
visiting from outside our LGA. There were two lucky winners 
who received a $500 gift voucher each for their Best 
Dressed Car (pictures attached). Even residents whose 
homes bordered the park came out onto their balconies to 
enjoy the screening.

Claudia from Hurstville:
“Very nice to have this event every 
year. Drive in cinema is a great idea. 
We should have more events like this 
organised in Hurstville square to bring 
the community together.”

Samantha from Carlton:
“Great event, very excited it’s available 
to us!”

Renee from Connells Point
“Thanks for organising this event!”

GEORGES RIVER COUNCIL
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EVENTS

Virtual Santa 
Storytime and 
greetings
Santa is coming! But not as you know it. Virtual Santa 
Storytime will be live streamed from the North Pole.

Dates: Monday 30 November and Monday 7 December
Time: 10.30am
To view please go to: 
www.facebook.com/GeorgesRiverLibraries

Book a virtual Santa greeting online and tell him 
everything you want for Christmas. Let him know if you’ve 
been naughty or nice or show him where your chimney or 
balcony is so he won’t get lost on Christmas Eve.

Dates: Tuesday 1 to Friday 4 December, 
and Tuesday 8 to Friday 11 December
Times: 10.00am until 1.00pm (12 sessions available per 
day)
To book a session go to:
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/virtual-santa-greetings-tickets
-128078898433

2020 could use 
some extra sparkle – 
enter our Christmas 
Lights Competition!
Our Christmas Lights Competition returns for another 
year. Residents can nominate their own property or 
business premises, or other houses and businesses in 
the Georges River community. 

Categories include:
• Best Residential Home Winner  
• Overall Best Residential Home Winner  
• Best Business Winner 
• People’s Choice Winner  

Winners will receive a $500 gift card.

Dates: Entries open online on 9 November 2020 and will 
close 5.00pm on 17 December 2020. 

Entry forms are also available from Council’s Customer 
Service centres located in Hurstville Civic Centre or Clive 
James Library Kogarah.

Further information can be found in the Georges River 
Council Christmas Lights Procedure. To apply online 
please visit our website and go to ‘Council COVID-19 
Safe Events’ and click on ‘Christmas in Georges River’.

Christmas 
Lights

Competition
Submissions open 

Monday 9 November 2020
Submissions close 5.00pm 

Thursday 17 December 2020
Nominate your household or business

To apply online visit 
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/Council/Online-Forms/

Christmas-Lights-Competition-Application

COVID Safe Events
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GEORGES RIVER COUNCIL

Have a magical 
winter experience 
this summer!
Get your skates on, people! We’re hosting a free Christmas 
Ice Rink activation in Carlton this year to add some fun in 
the lead up to Christmas.

Where: Netstrata Jubilee Stadium, Gate A (activity area), 
Jubilee Ave, Carlton
Dates: Sunday 13 to Thursday 24 December 
Times: 1.00pm until 8.00pm daily (unless otherwise 
specified). Each session involves 30 minutes skate time, 
and 15 minutes of sanitising and cleaning of equipment 
before and afterwards, skates allocation and selection of 
locker for valuables.

This is a free, ticketed event for the community to ensure 
compliance with the NSW Public Health Order. Participant 
numbers will be controlled with 10 – 14 bookings available 
during each session to ensure physical distancing with 
multiple sessions throughout the day.

To book a session go to:
www.grcchristmasicerink.eventbrite.com.au

Rockin’ the suburbs 
with great line-up of 
local talent
We’re celebrating local musicians with a line-up of live 
performances taking place between now and March 
2021 as part of our revamped summer COVID-19 Safe 
Events Program. Mobile Musos will see a wide range of 
performers out in nine of our town centres entertaining 
shoppers, workers and diners alike.  

To further support local businesses, we encourage you 
to grab a coffee and a meal or snack from one of your 
friendly local providers while you enjoy the tunes and 
entertainment. Make it a lunch date with a friend, or take 
the whole family along!

Take a look at the line-up and get yourself along to these 
town centre pop-up gigs. Go to our website and click on 
‘What’s On’ for the full schedule.

COMMUNITY  |  SUMMER EDITION 2020/2021  |  11



 

 

STONEY CREEK ROAD

FOREST ROAD

HENRY LAWSON DRIVE

FOREST ROAD

FO
R

ES
T 

R
O

AD

FOREST ROAD

BAUMANS ROAD

M
OUNTVIEW

 AVENUE

JUNCTION RD
EDGBASTON ROAD

PENSHURST  ROAD

GEORGE STREET

M
ORTS  ROAD

VICTORIA AVENUE

RAILW
AY PARADE LAYCOCK ROAD

HILLCREST AVENUE

HURSTVILLE ROAD

MULGA ROAD

W
O

R
O

N
O

R
A 

PD
E

UNIVERSAL ST 

G
U

N
G

AH
 B

AY
 R

O
AD

ROBERTS AVENUELO
R

R
AI

N
E 

ST
R

EE
T

STANLEY ST

BOUNDARY ROAD

BONDS ROAD

BROADARROW ROAD

BE
LM

O
R

E 
R

O
AD

RAILWAY PARADE

JUBILEE AVENUE

PRIN
CES H

IG
HWAY

PR
IN

CE
S 

HI
G

HW
AY

BELLEVUE PARADE

PR
IN

C
ES

 H
IG

H
W

AY

PARK ROAD

RAMSGATE  ROAD

TH
E 

PR
O

M
EN

AD
E

VI
ST

A 
ST

RE
ET RO

CK
Y 

PO
IN

T 
RO

AD

KING GEORGES ROAD

KING GEORGES ROAD

KING GEORGES ROAD

MORGAN STREET

PATRICK STREET

DORA STREET

GLOUCESTER ROAD QUEENS ROAD

THE AVENUE

VANESSA STREET

KENSINGTON ST

GRAY STREET

ST
U

AR
T 

ST

TERRY STREET

BLAKESLEY ROAD

W
ONIORA ROAD

 

 

KIN
G

SG
R

O
VE R

O
AD

HARROW
 RD

REGENT ST

 

BE
LM

O
R

E 
R

D

 

JOSOPHINE ST

ISAAC STREET

MAVIS AVE

WATTLE ST

BO
N

D
S 

R
D

ROM
ILLY STREET

KING
 G

EO
RG

ES RO
AD

 
 

 

 

 

CROYDON ROAD

GEORGES RIVER

GEORGES RIVER

GEORGES 
RIVER

GEORGES 
RIVER

BOTANY STREET

 

 

HURSTVILLE

BEVERLY HILLS

KINGSGROVE

NARWEE

PENSHURST

ALLAWAH
CARLTON

KOGARAH

BEVERLEY PARK

 SAN 
SOUCI

KOGARAH 
BAY

CARSS PARK

BLAKEHURST

KYLE
BAY

CONNELLS
POINT

HURSTVILLE GROVE

SOUTH 
HURSTVILLE

OATLEY

PEAKHURST
HEIGHTS

LUGARNO

PEAKHURST

RIVERWOOD

MORTDALE

JAQUES AVE

TH
UR

LO
W ST

STONEY CREEK ROAD

FOREST ROAD

R
O

S
A S

TR
E

E
T

W
AITAR

A PD
E

KIN
G

 G
EO

R
G

ES ROAD
PRINCES

 H
IG

HW
AY

K
Y

LE PAR
A

D
E      K

YL
E 

PAR
AD

E

R
O

C
KY P

O
IN

T R
O

A
D

RAILWAY PARADE

FOREST ROAD

FO
R

ES
T 

R
O

AD

DURHAM ST

M5 MOTORWAY                         M5 MOTORWAY

C

ARLTON PDE

SA
LT

 PA
N CREEK

CONNELL
S P

OIN
TFor more information please visit 

the Georges River Council website 
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au
or scan the QR code with your 
smart phone to go directly to the 
event page.

Virtual Santa/Story time

Christmas tree lighting

Christmas markets

Christmas Ice Rink

Christmas wreaths

Christmas  
Program Map 2020
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Georges River Council is pleased to 
announce that Hurstville Museum & Gallery 
has again been recognised at the Museums 
and Galleries National Awards (MAGNA). 
The MAGNA is an annual event hosted 
by the Australian Museums and Galleries 
Association (AMaGA) that recognises the 
excellent work of museums and galleries 
across Australia. 

Hurstville Museum & Gallery was awarded first place in the 
2020 MAGNA category for Best Temporary or Travelling 
Exhibition - Level 1 for its exhibition School days. School 
days ran from 20 July - 6 October 2019 and invited visitors 
to connect with their school experiences while exploring 
stories and objects from early school days to more recent 
times. The exhibition encouraged visitors to utilise all of their 
senses. People could relive their school days by tasting 
lollies purchased from the canteen, smelling old school text 
books, playing hopscotch and writing on a chalk board. 

Of the exhibition the judging panel said “This project 
brought many community people together 
with a compelling narrative - school days. 
A multi-disciplinary approach, and simple 
multisensory and interactive elements, 
obviously engaged people to share their 
memories and current experiences of 
school across the generations.”

Hurstville Museum & Gallery now holds six MAGNA Awards 
having been recognised in 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019, 
demonstrating the Museum & Gallery’s commitment to 
consistently producing high quality exhibitions. 

To find out more about Hurstville Museum & Gallery visit 
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/HMG 

ART AND CULTURE

Hurstville Museum 
& Gallery wins sixth 
national award 

School Days exhibition
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GEORGES RIVER COUNCIL

2019 Stencil Art Prize comes to 
Hurstville Museum & Gallery
Edgy, political, cheeky and pop-culture 
inspired – The Stencil Art Prize features 55 
finalists from over 20 countries around the 
globe. The objectives of the Prize are to 
provide recognition and reward for stencil 
artists, whilst at the same time fostering an 
international community for these artists.

The Prize is a snapshot of the grassroots stencil art form 
that has undergone resurgence in recent decades and is 
now thriving on the streets all over the world. The Stencil 
Art Prize finalists push the boundaries of the ‘stencil 
definition’ utilising a diverse range of techniques, materials 

and technology. From photo-realist stencils, dozens of 
layers, to intricate hand-cut stencils on delicate paper – The 
Stencil Art Prize is the authority on all things ‘stencil art’.

The Stencil Art Prize is the largest stencil event in the 
world, which began back in 2009 with a small grant from 
Marrickville Council of $500 and 13 entrants; this Prize 
is now a global experience with $10,000 prize money. 
Celebrating its 10th anniversary, the launch of the publication 
CUT: 10 Years of the Stencil Art Prize will coincide with 
this exhibition when it is on display at Hurstville Museum & 
Gallery.

The Stencil Art Prize will be on display at Hurstville Museum 
& Gallery from 6 February – 2 May 2021.
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RebelRebel, Stephen Quick (United Kingdom) 
aerosol and ink on canvas



ART AND CULTURE

16  |  READ ONLINE AT WWW.GEORGESRIVER.NSW.GOV.AU

WWW.GEORGESRIVER.NSW.GOV.AU


You may have noticed a new mural along the back 
wall of the Norm O’Neill Cricket Training Facility in 
Penshurst. It was created by Beastman (Bradley 
Eastman), a multidisciplinary artist who creates 
colourful and abstract geometric artworks. 

Beastman’s works have resonated with people around the globe, having 
exhibited and curated exhibitions internationally. His works have been 
acquired by the National Gallery of Australia and his murals can be 
viewed all over the world, now including the Georges River area!

We recently got the chance to ask Beastman a few questions about how 
he creates his art.

What’s your favourite thing about creating large scale murals?

I love that large public murals almost force people to engage with the 
work, challenging them to work out the meaning behind the work and 
decide whether they love it or hate it.

How do you develop and then install an artwork?

For this piece I used the existing CFC panels on the building as a grid 
guide to create the composition on the computer. I painted this piece 
with aerosol paints, and used approximately 30 different colours.

How did you respond to this site?

I really wanted to have a sports theme in the work, so I used white 
lines to split up the composition in the same way white lines are used 
on sports fields. I also tried to incorporate cricket through including 
some cricket stumps and included the motion of a cricket ball. I then 
emphasised the concept of competition through the two human head 
profiles as if they are facing or versing each other. I responded to the 
surrounds in the colour palette, featuring the greens from the park area, 
blues from the playground, greys from the existing building and then a 
pop of yellow and red to make the work more vibrant. 

Check out more of our interview with Beastman on Hurstville Museum & 
Gallery’s blog!

Colourful public 
art transforms 
cricket facility
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There are lots of ways to get involved 
with Hurstville Museum & Gallery’s 
latest exhibition, Capturing Nature: Early 
photography at the Australian Museum 
1857-1893.

This travelling exhibition from the Australian Museum has 
caught our imaginations. The fascinating images from the 
Australian Museum’s photography collection showcase the 
scientific discoveries made by early Australian scientists 
between the 1850s and 1890s. 
............................................................................................

Collectors and their collections 
Are you are collector and have a collection, large or small? 
Many of us have brought a shell home from the beach, 
picked up a colourful rock, found a feather or kept a 
discarded bird’s nest. If you've ever done this, that makes 
you a natural history collector!

Hurstville Museum & Gallery wants to hear about natural 
history collections and collectors in the Georges River area. 
Tell us about your collection – how did it begin, what does 
it contain, what are your interests – and help us share your 
collection with the wider community through social media. 
We want to highlight the fascinating, the quirky, and the 
informative natural history collections in our neighbourhood!

Get in touch and tell us your story via 
yoursay.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au, email us at 
museumgallery@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au or call us on 
9330 6444.

ART AND CULTURE

Photo challenge
During the exhibition we are challenging our community 
to a photo quest! Each week a new nature theme will be 
revealed and we’re inviting you to snap and share a photo 
related to that theme on your Instagram. 

Tag @hurstvillemuseumgallery and 
#capturingnaturephotochallenge to join the fun, but 
remember not to disturb animals or their habitats when 
you take a photo!

Take a virtual tour with a Curator
Join Australian Museum Curator, Vanessa Finney, on a 
guided tour through the fascinating Capturing Nature: 
Early photography at the Australian Museum 1857-1893 
exhibition. 

This event will be broadcast live on Hurstville Museum & 
Gallery’s Facebook page (@hurstvillemusuemgallery) and 
posted on our digital channels after the event.

Tune in! Monday 7 December 2020, 10.30am

Capturing Nature: Early photography at the Australian 
Museum 1857-1893 is a touring exhibition created by the 
Australian Museum, on display at Hurstville Museum & 
Gallery until 31 January 2021.

Try your hand at 
Capturing Nature

Sperm Whale flipper, Megaptera longimana, courtesy of the Australian Museum.
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Sperm Whale flipper, Megaptera longimana, courtesy of the Australian Museum.

“Fashion changes, but style 
endures” – Coco Chanel
Beauty and fashion trends are forever 
changing, being influenced by social, 
cultural, environmental and political factors. 
Hurstville Museum & Gallery’s latest 
Snapshot exhibition, Bygone beauty, places 
a spotlight on the evolution of fashion in the 
St George region from the 1880s to 1980s. 

Utilising images from the Georges River Libraries Local 
Studies collection, this exhibition highlights how both 
women’s and menswear has changed throughout the 
decades. 

The St George community has been shaped and moulded 
by a number of key events that influenced the manner in 
which they dressed and expressed themselves, much like 
today. These events included the two World Wars, the Great 
Depression, as well as the Women’s rights movement. The 
exhibition showcases stories of local community members 

and highlights key fashion pieces that have gone on to 
define a decade such as the corset, mini-skirt and shoulder 
pads.

Bygone beauty explores not only the evolution of fashion, 
but also the changes in how clothing was made and 
manufactured. During the late nineteenth century, clothing 
was predominantly handmade in the household, with a 
seamstress or tailor employed only for special occasions 
or hard to make items.  Advancements in technology led 
to a boom in the ready-to-wear fashion industry.  By the 
1940’s, Hurstville was an established retail hub, with people 
travelling to the area specifically to purchase the latest 
fashions. 

Want to know more? Bygone beauty will be on display at 
Hurstville Museum & Gallery from 21 November 2020 – 14 
March 2021.

Eliza Reynolds and relative, c. 1898. Georges River Libraries Local Studies collection.
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Artist reflects on bushfires 
12 months on
Burnt earth is a personal exploration of 
the devastating effects that the 2019/2020 
bushfires had on the Australian landscape 
by Sydney based artist, Michael Ambriano. 

Now 12 months on, the exhibition offers an eerie, yet 
beautiful, commentary on the lasting impact of the fires, 
as well documenting a glimpse of the recovery and 
regeneration that has begun to occur. Ever since he was 
a child Michael has had a fascination with the landscape 
and has tried to harness this passion when producing his 
work. Immersing himself in the landscape and observing 

ART AND CULTURE

his surroundings for colour, form, textures, mood and 
composition, Michael’s works are evocative and textural, and 
he notes of his technique that “it feels like I am unveiling the 
image on the canvas, not actually painting it.”

Burnt earth will be on display at the Dragon’s Lair Gallery, 
Hurstville Museum & Gallery from 28 November 2020 – 7 
February 2021, with artworks available for sale.

Michael Ambriano, Eerie quiet 1 (2020) 
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Kick-starting 
digital creation  
at a local level
Georges River Libraries now offer a range of 
state-of-the-art digital technology, available 
both for in-house use and for loan from its 
freshly minted media lab. 

The media lab makes it possible to participate more fully in 
digital culture, transforming our community members from 
information consumers into creators, and is a welcome 
addition to the local innovation ecosystem. It follows 
extensive research and community consultation as part of 
the Georges River Library Strategy, guiding the development 
of our public library spaces, collections and services over the 
next 10 years. It will provide the means for people to come 
together, learn, create, share ideas, socialise and participate 
in digital opportunities. 

Come and explore our 
Museum & Gallery

 Located within Hurstville Library, the lab meets growing 
demand for digital technology and enables skill development 
on equipment that can otherwise be prohibitively expensive. 
Its location ensures the community can access support 
and other resources including collections, but also through 
access to expertise in the form of workshops, staff 
assistance and community networks.

Facilities include a full photographic studio featuring a 
cyclorama wall, green screen and lighting; Microsoft Surface 
Studio PCs with Adobe Creative Suite; a sound booth/music 
practice room with a selection of instruments, including an 
88-key upright digital piano; a 3D-printer; and a range of 
technology to support creative projects and digital media 
production.
 
In its final stages, the project has been co-funded through 
a Public Library Infrastructure Grant which allowed the 
library to transform an under-utilised storage area into a new 
creative space.

Get in touch with the library team to learn more about this 
new space: 
georgesriver.spydus.com, library@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au 
or call us on 9330 6111.
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Kyle Bay was named after the English settler Robert Kyle, 
who came to Australia in 1842 from Tyneside, England 
with his wife Maryanne and son Alexander. From about 
1860 Robert and Alexander had a business building ships 
on their land at Kyle Bay. Some of their vessels were fairly 
substantial – a 100-ton ketch, the Juno, which they built in 
1860, was advertised for sale in 1864 as ideal for the river 
or coasting trade. The Juno, and other ketches like it, was 
employed in transporting cargoes of oyster shell, used in 
the manufacture of lime for the building industry.  For a 
time, Robert Kyle was given backing by Parramatta-born 
businessman James Merriman, a later Mayor of Sydney, and 
their role in the early history of the suburb is commemorated 
in the street-names Merriman Street and Kyle Parade.

To the south of the Kyle property was an Aboriginal camp, 
not far from a natural stream, and to the side of the water-
course there was a midden. Edmund English, who resided 
in the Kogarah area from 1857 onwards recalled: “We 
had large numbers of natives round us, but they were a 
gentle lot and never did anyone any harm. There were 
some boatbuilders living at Tom Ugly’s, and I remember 
two vessels of some considerable size being built and 
launched.”

The locality was called Kyle Bay from the mid-1880s 
onwards, which was when the grand residence The 
Retreat was built. When Robert Kyle died aged 85 in 
December 1898, his son Alexander administered his 
estate. Alexander’s sister Caroline was married to a timber 
merchant, William Grimshaw Williams, who purchased the 
Kyle estate of 135 acres for £10 an acre, and most of this 
land was subsequently sold off, with the exception of the five 
acres around The Retreat. Caroline Williams outlived her 
husband by some years, and on her death, left the property 
and its grounds to charity to be used as a convalescent 
home for children. The ‘Kyle Williams Home’ was opened by 
the Governor of NSW in 1948.

A further reminder of the suburb’s nautical beginnings can 
be seen in the name of Harness Cask Point, on the western 
side of Kyle Bay. A harness cask is a tub lashed to the deck 
of a ship and used for storing provisions such as salt pork 
– it was sometimes called a scuttlebutt, and sailors who 
gathered round the tubs to gossip were said to be ‘spreading 
the scuttlebutt’. Who gave the point this name, and when, 
and why, has not been discovered, although the name has 
been in use since the late 19th century. After WWI there 
were oyster leases in the vicinity, but the suburb was still 
relatively undeveloped and the surprising discovery by police 
and customs officers of an illicit spirit-still in full operation in 
1920 indicates that it was as yet a fairly secluded spot.

In 2018 Georges River Council placed a historical marker 
commemorating Robert Kyle at Merriman Reserve.

What’s in a name? 
Kyle Bay

Kyle Bay c. 1935

LOCAL HISTORY
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What’s in a name? 
Kyle Bay

What's on
As part of Council’s revamped summer COVID-19 Safe Events 
Program, Mobile Musos will see a wide range of performers out in 
our town centres entertaining shoppers, workers and diners alike. 

We encourage you to grab a coffee and a meal from one of 
your friendly local providers while you enjoy the tunes and 
entertainment. 

The Mobile Musos schedule is as follows:

Kogarah Town Square (Belgrave Street, Kogarah)
Friday 4 December, 11.30am-1.30pm
Friday 11 December, 11.30am-1.30pm

Riverwood Plaza (247-263 Belmore Road, Riverwood)
Saturday 12 December, 11.30am-1.30pm
Saturday 19 December, 11.30am-1.30pm
Saturday 2 January, 11.30am-1.30pm

Oatley Town Centre (14-20 Oatley Avenue, Oatley)
Friday 8 January, 11.30am-1.30pm
Friday 15 January, 11.30am-1.30pm
Friday 22 January, 11.30am-1.30pm

Kyle Bay (25-31 Kyle Parade)
Saturday 9 January, 11.30am-1.30pm
Saturday 16 January, 11.30am-1.30pm
Saturday 23 January, 11.30am-1.30pm

Lugarno Town Centre  
(Cnr Grandview Crescent & Forest Road, Lugarno) 
Saturday 30 January, 11.30am-1.30pm
Saturday 6 February, 11.30am-1.30pm
Saturday 13 February, 11.30am-1.30pm

Mortdale Town Centre  
(Cnr Morts Road & Macquarie Place, Mortdale)
Thursday 18 February, 11.30am-1.30pm
Thursday 25 February, 11.30am-1.30pm
Thursday 4 March, 11.30am-1.30pm

Beverly Hills Town Centre  
(450-481 King Georges Road, Beverly Hills)
Friday 19 February, 6.30pm-8.30pm
Friday 26 February, 6.30pm-8.30pm
Friday 5 March, 6.30pm-8.30pm

Kingsgrove Town Centre (Mashman Avenue, Kingsgrove) 
Saturday 13 March, 11.30am-1.30pm
Saturday 20 March, 11.30am-1.30pm
Saturday 27 March, 11.30am-1.30pm

For more detailed information on performers and schedules 
please go to www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au or www.hec.org.au
E-mail: entertainment@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kyle Bay c. 1935

Elsa Clement
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Calendar of Council Meetings
In accordance with resolution of Council, all Ordinary Council Meetings 
are scheduled for the fourth Monday of each month at Georges River Civic 
Centre, cnr Dora and MacMahon Streets Hurstville, commencing at 7.00pm. 
Extraordinary Council meetings are called when required

CONTACT
Phone: 9330 6400
24 hours, 7 days a week
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au 

f georgesrivercouncil

i @grcouncil

& mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au
Language Assistance Service 

                   131 450

Georges River Civic Centre
Corner MacMahon and Dora Streets, Hurstville
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

Clive James Library and Service Centre
Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

After-hours Customer Service 
available at Hurstville Library
5.00pm - 9.00pm, Monday to Friday
9.30am - 4.00pm, Saturday and 
Sunday

Blakehurst Hurstville Kogarah Bay Mortdale Peakhurst

Sam Elmir 
0410 654 310
selmir
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Vince Badalati 
0411 745 255 
vbadalati
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Stephen Agius 
Deputy Mayor
0419 556 023 
sagius
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Con Hindi 
0408 383 783 
chindi
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kevin Greene 
Mayor 
9330 6020 
kgreene 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Sandy Grekas 
0424 617 831 
sgrekas 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nancy Liu
0400 681 188 
nliu 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nick Katris 
0419 402 191  
nkatris 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Lou Konjarski 
0421 188 896 
Lkonjarski 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Rita Kastanias 
0416 009 695 
rkastanias 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kathryn Landsberry
0419 984 934
klandsberry 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Christina Wu 
0400 241 851  
cwu 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Leesha Payor 
0419 616 898  
lpayor 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Warren Tegg 
0427 671 666  
wtegg 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Colleen Symington 
0409 546 202 
csymington 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

23 November 2020 
14 December 2020
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