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Following community engagement for Stage One of the draft Local 
Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS), which saw over 500 community 
members contributing valuable thoughts and ideas, we now have details 
about the next stage of the LSPS consultation. You can read about it 
on page 4 along with some insights gained from Stage One. Thanks to 

everyone who has contributed their time and energy so far.

In early April the new Hurstville Plaza was officially opened, in conjunction with 
the Eat/Art Night Markets. The new public square provides an engaging place 
to work, rest and play and has been designed with smart features including two 
8-seat ‘smart stations’ with USB ports.

Council’s vision for Hurstville is to create a city which promotes a sustainable and 
safe community that connects people and places, and celebrates diversity. As the 
trees which have been planted in the square grow, it will become an increasingly 
attractive location to stop and spend some time. It’s also a wonderful space to 
hold public events, as witnessed by the very well attended Night Markets.

We are excited to report that Council has secured funding to help increase the 
local area’s tree population through a NSW State Government grant. Read more 
about the Five Million Trees initiative on page 8, and the benefits the community 
can expect, both environmentally and aesthetically.

Council’s Delivery Program and Operational Plan for 2019/20 to support the 
ongoing delivery of the Georges River Community Strategic Plan 2018-2028 
(CSP) has recently been finalised.

The Delivery Program is now in the second year of its three year cycle, and 
illustrates a number of significant new projects in 2019/20, guided by the six 
pillars which address Council’s social, environmental, economic and, civic 
leadership responsibilities. The natural environment is incredibly important to 
our community and in 2019/20 we will implement a range of projects designed 
to protect and enrich it for the long-term, including development of a Waste 
Minimisation Strategy, Stage Two of the Penshurst Park Masterplan and the 
Carss Park Foreshore Naturalisation Project.

You can read the full document on our website at www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kevin Greene, 
Mayor Georges River Council

MAYOR'S MESSAGE

Georges River Council acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land in which the Georges River 
Local Government Area is situated - the Biddegal people of the Eora nation.

Information and events in this publication are current at the time of printing. Subsequent changes may occur. Georges River Council 
does not guarantee that this publication is without flaw or wholly appropriate for your purposes. It and its employees expressly 
disclaim any liability, for any loss or damage, whether direct or consequential, suffered by any person as the result of or arising from 
reliance on any information contained in the publication.
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Your Say Georges River 
is a way for you to be 
involved in important 
projects that shape the 
future of the Georges 
River area.

Your feedback will inform 
and contribute to Council 
decision-making, so make 

sure you have your say! To participate and provide 
feedback for most projects, you will need to register 
via Council’s website at  
yoursay.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

As a registered member you will receive regular 
updates about new projects and ways to stay 
involved. The following are just some of the topics 
we want your feedback on:

Oatley West Childcare Community Consultation 
Georges River Council is opening a seventh early education centre 
for our community. The centre will care for 49 children between 
the ages of 8 weeks and 6 years each day. The facility will be 
sustainably built and will feature new technology, experienced staff 
and a high-quality educational program. We want to know which 
services and features you would like to see at the childcare centre.
.....................................................................................................

Community Open Day – Meet your Ward Councillor 
Come along to share feedback and discuss issues with Hurstville 
Ward Councillors Vince Badalati, Nancy Liu and Christina Wu. 
Make a booking to chat with a Councillor or simply drop in to get 
information on Council projects.

Saturday 15 June 2019, 1.00pm - 4.00pm
Georges River Civic Centre, 
Corner of MacMahon and Dora Streets, Hurstville 
Bookings: yoursay.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au
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school yard? 

 New artists take up residence at 
Carss Park 

 Laugh School - Fancy yourself as a 
bit of comedian? 
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FEEDBACK SO FAR

Over 500 local people recently contributed to the draft Local 
Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS). The resulting draft 
LSPS will be on public exhibition and available through the 
Your Say Georges River website for feedback in late June / 
early July 2019.

While the response from the community to Stage 1 of 
community engagement around the LSPS has been very 
positive, as part of Stage 2 we would particularly like to 
target people aged under 35, and people from culturally and 
linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds.

To make feedback and discussion of the draft LSPS easier, 
further community workshops, drop-in engagement sessions 
and additional targeted (youth, people aged under 35, and 
people from a CALD background) engagement sessions/
events are planned. The engagement activities will be seeking 
feedback and ideas on the draft LSPS, and draft Housing and 
Centres Strategies, and will be used to finalise the suite of 
strategies.

Keep a look out for the upcoming workshops!  

“We need more parks with large trees and 
greenspace to relax in and to observe nature.”

“Upgrade libraries to become a community hub 
- cafe, hire space, workspace.”

“We need more public transport and fewer 
cars.”

“It’s all about the aliveness and true community 
feel of the area.”

“I love that people feel super comfortable 
around here to be outside and would rather be 
in the community than in their homes.”

“Give residents choice if they prefer to live in a 
modest 2 storey family home and not in a unit 
or apartment.”

Strong support for environmentally 
friendly development, along with clarifying 
what this means and how we can make it 
happen.

People strongly support cycleway 
infrastructure and recognise that 
cycleways need to be better connected. 

There should be more communication 
about development proposals. 

Housing must have energy efficiency and 
sustainability features.

People would consider living in a duplex 
or dual occupancy dwelling or a terrace.

Land for business should be affordable 
and attractive to investment.

¢
z

l

u
u u

H

4  |  READ ONLINE AT WWW.GEORGESRIVER.NSW.GOV.AU

YOUR FUTURE

Have your say on a range of 
topics that are vital to the future 
of our area.

Local Strategic 
Planning Statement  
workshops
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Council urges residents 
to Lock it, don’t lose it! 
to prevent car theft 

Residents are being reminded to lock up their 
cars and remove valuables to prevent theft. 

St George Local Area Command is working 
to raise awareness of this issue, following a 

recorded increase in reports of theft from motor vehicles in 
the local area. 

You can help prevent theft from cars by taking simple 
security steps.

Crime prevention tips: 
• If leaving your car unattended, even for short periods, 

close all car windows, remove the key from the ignition 
and lock all doors. It’s an offence to leave your car 
unlocked. Disobeying this rule may result in issue of an 
infringement penalty notice of $112.

• Never leave valuable items in view. Remove GPS, 
cradle, mobile phones, wallets/purses, iPods, laptops, 
CD's, money, sunglasses, bags, clothes, sporting 
equipment to name a few.

• Never leave important identification documents or 
cards in your vehicle. 

• Use caution at shopping centre car parks. Some thieves 
watch car owners take property to their motor vehicles, and 
then steal the items when car owners continue shopping. 

• Tradespeople should secure their tools and equipment 
in locked cabinets or fit a locked canopy to the trays of 
their vehicles.

• Report any suspicious activity you see in your street 
or places you visit, people walking around parked cars 
without a purpose or trying door handles should to 
police immediately

Development Application 
info sessions 

COUNCIL NEWS

Thinking of renovating your house, rebuilding or 
creating a secondary dwelling?

29 local residents recently attended the first 
of our quarterly Development Application (DA) 

information sessions for applicants and owners looking to 
develop their property. The sessions provide information 
about our Development Advisory Services and obtaining 
development approvals.

Participants said they wanted to find out more about the 
DA process, and how to lodge a DA, and were grateful 
for the opportunity for two-way communication between 
Council and the public. 

Upcoming session dates: 
Date Location Time
10 September 2019 Kogarah Library 

Foyer, Kogarah 
Service Centre

6.00pm to 7.00pm

3 December 2019 Dragon Room, 
Hurstville Service 
Centre

6.00pm to 7.30pm

For building professionals 

Date Location Time
28 November 2019 Dragon Room, 

Hurstville Service 
Centre

6.00pm to 7.30pm
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Four new playgrounds to explore

After undertaking community 
consultation to help 
inform their design, four 
park playgrounds in the 
Georges River area have 

received a welcome facelift as part of 
Council’s Infrastructure program for 
2018/19.

A total of $320,000 in funding has seen 
significant upgrades completed at 
McRae’s Reserve in Penshurst, Poplar 
Place Reserve in Lugarno, Bell Avenue 
Reserve in Beverly Hills and Nichol 
Murray Reserve in Mortdale.

Council has replaced 
ageing playgrounds at the 
neighbourhood parks with 
new equipment that caters to 
a variety of ages and abilities, 
offering opportunities for 
both passive and recreational 
activities. 

The upgrades have included the 
installation of soft fall surfacing at 
all four parks, and have seen both 
Nichol Murray reserve and McRae’s 

INFRASTRUCTURE

reserve also receive picnic shelters and 
toddler’s bike tracks.

Playgrounds provide important learning 
opportunities for kids, assisting the 
development of physical, emotional 
and social cognitive skills, and the 
upgraded playgrounds will ensure local 
children have easy access to these 
important play experiences.

We hope these community spaces not 
only encourage physical activity, but 
also provide a space for the community 
to come together, socialise and enjoy 
the outdoors.
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We work with eight local councils to protect the river from 
litter, pollution, stormwater, weeds and pest invasions. 

ENVIRONMENT

 Georges Riverkeepers 
– protecting the river for over 40 years

If you live in the local government 
area, you’re never more than five 
kilometres from the waters of the 
Georges River. 

The ecosystems it hosts, spectacular 
vistas it offers and iconic parks lining 
its shores connect our community with 
nature. Tony Wales, from Georges 
Riverkeeper, shares his insights... 

“The river is 100km long, running through 
a heavily urbanised environment. We 
work with eight local councils to protect 
the river from litter, pollution, stormwater, 
weeds and pest invasions. 

“Our water quality assessments help us 
pin-point the source of pollution, how 
it enters the river system, and design 
ways to combat the problem.  

“Most river pollution arrives via rainwater 

run-off, called stormwater. When 
stormwater flows across roads, gutters 
and other hard surfaces, it collects 
pollution such as plastic and heavy 
metal dust from tyres, oil residue, 
pesticides and herbicides, and nutrients 
from grass cuttings and leaf litter, as 
well as household chemicals and soaps.

“This is why creeks feeding into the 
river in the lower estuary in the LGA 
have poor water quality. Fortunately, 
because of the tidal influence, the 
water quality in the main part of the 
river is good, which translates into 
great recreational, economic and 
health benefits for residents to enjoy.”

How can you help the river?

• Make wise decisions about plastic. 
The Container Deposit Scheme has 
resulted in a 30 to 40% drop in the 
number of plastic bottles collected 

from the Georges River. Find a 
Return Point near you and return 
your plastic beverage containers for 
10 cents each!

• Wash your car on the lawn. Soil is 
an excellent filter of polluted water 
and dirt. 

• Choose natural ground cover, 
like grass, gravel or woodchips 
over surfaces such as concrete 
to slow stormwater and promote 
permeation.

• Anything you pour down your 
stormwater drain ultimately enters 
the river – remember drains don’t 
filter!

• Keep the use of pesticides and 
herbicides to a minimum.

• Make use of Council’s chemical 
clean ups to get rid of household 
chemicals the right way.
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Local tree population to 
receive significant boost

You can expect to see a lot 
more new trees across the 
Georges River area over 
the next 18 months thanks 
to a $215,000 grant from 

the NSW State Government as part 
of its Five Million Trees for Greater 
Sydney Grant 2018-19. 

Council has pledged a further 
$215,000, bringing the total funding 
for the project to $430,000, which will 
be allocated to two existing Council 

projects – the Canopy Corridors 
Project and the Cool Spaces Urban 
Oasis Project.

Both projects are going to be 
instrumental in bolstering the urban 
forest across the area to increase 
canopy coverage and cooling our 
suburbs. 

The focus of the Canopy Corridors 
Project is on increasing tree numbers 
on public land in areas that have been 

ENVIRONMENT

Tree Management 
Policy to ensure  
greater protection 
for mature trees

Council endorsed an interim 
tree management policy 
in February, which will not 
only assist in the protection 
of trees, but will help fund 

a reserve to meet the aims of our 
Urban Forest Strategy, which seeks to 
increase the city’s tree canopy cover to 
40% by 2038.

The amendments will 
form a comprehensive 
Policy for the preservation, 
enhancement and 
management of trees 
on private and public 
lands within the local 
government area.

Council has endorsed the exhibited 
schedule of fees and charges 
including a street tree deposit to 
ensure the protection of trees on 
public land, which will be required 
when an adjoining site is under 
construction. 

The offset fee for tree replacement 
has initially been set at $2,250 
per tree, and will apply to trees on 
private property which are required 
to be removed following extensive 
assessment, either as a result of a 
Development Application or Tree 
Permit approval.

Applicants will be responsible for 
funding the removal of street trees, 
as well as the cost of planting, 
establishing and maintaining 
replacement trees to maturity. 

The offset fees are intended to 
encourage retention of mature trees 
on development sites.

identified as lacking a green presence 
including Kogarah, Kogarah Bay, Sans 
Souci, Hurstville and Beverly Hills, 
which currently have less than 15% 
canopy coverage.

Trees will be planted across 
the Georges River area over 
the next 18 months and will 
range in size depending on 
each site. 
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Bower Repair Café  
workshops 
Why throw away items you could easily repair? 

Council’s Waste Team is 
excited to offer FREE repair 
workshops over the course 
of 2019. Time will be 
taken to explain the repair 

process to each participant, helping 
them learn new skills and understand 
the benefits of repairing and reusing.  
Give your household items a second 
chance and save them from landfill! 
..............................................................
Bicycle Repair Café and 
Maintenance 
A quick tune-up of the gears, patching 
a puncture or realigning the wheels – 
it’s all part of this workshop. 

24 August 2019, 10.00am-12.00noon
Kogarah School of Arts  
cnr Queens Avenue and Bowns 
Road, Kogarah

Small Electricals Repair Café 
From lamps to stereo equipment, 
vintage desk fans and radios to remote 
control cars, the electrical technicians 
have fixed them all. Sometimes a simple 
re-soldering of a join or replacing a 
dodgy plug is all that’s needed to get 
those electrical goods working again. 

25 September 2019, 10.00am-12noon
Carss Park Eco Shed 
Carwar Avenue, Carrs Park
..............................................................
Timber Furniture Repair Cafe
The woodworkers explain the process 
of fixing items to show how simple 
it can be to restore them to being 
functional furniture. 

19 November 2019, 10.00am-12noon
Kingsgrove Community Centre 
30 Morgan Street, Kingsgrove

Each workshop can accommodate 
a maximum of 10 people, so hurry 
and reserve your spot today by 
contacting Council on 9330 6400  
or mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au.

Give your household items a second chance 
and save them from landfill!  
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Marine Rescue community grant

The waterways in the Georges 
River area are much-loved 
and well used by both locals 
and visitors.  
 

Ensuring water user safety 
on the water helps sustain a 
vibrant boating community. 

Recently, a Georges River Council 
community grant of over $7,000 was 
provided to the Marine Rescue Botany-
Port Hacking Unit to enable them to 
upgrade equipment for their rescue 
vessel.

The organisation’s local unit, whose 
mission is 'to save lives on the water' 

used the funding to purchase first aid 
oxygen/defibrillator carry bags and a 
rescue vessel salvage/fire pump. 
These local volunteers commit over 
300 hours per week, 52 weeks per 
year, to provide a vital, lifesaving 
marine search and rescue emergency 
service for the local area.

 “We train in advanced life support, 
but never think it is going to be one 
of your own,” was the sentiment 
expressed by one crew member when 
a colleague collapsed with suspected 
heat exhaustion after a day of repeated 
call-outs to assist boaters. Treatment 
involved application of oxygen and 
the defibrillator was readied just in 
case. The ‘access pack’ equipment 

bags provided under the Council grant 
meant all the resuscitation gear was 
ready in a moment.

The pump funded by the grant has 
fire-fighting capacity, however it has 
only been required to pump out vessels 
on the Georges River and Botany Bay, 
helping keep them afloat and reducing 
the chance of pollution spills. One thing 
the Botany30 crews are unanimous 
about – the push-button electric start is 
better than the old high compression, 
pull-start backbreaker!

OUR COMMUNITY
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Young people creating change 
at Youth Week

This year’s Youth Week, which 
ran from 10 to 18 April and 
saw over 120 young people 
participating, included the 
inaugural Dragon’s Den 

competition, in which young people 
pitched their ideas on projects which 
could create social impact and 
opportunity for community engagement 
and social change. Teams had the 
chance to win funding of up to $2,500 
to help bring their project to fruition.

On the night there were three judges 
– Todd Williams (from Council), Janice 
Hall (Treasurer, Rotary Hurstville) and 
Nicole Mahler (Australian Shark Tank 
contestant and Director, Delicious 
Foods, Australia). 

Each team took turns delivering a pitch 
to the judges and answering questions. 

The judges then deliberated and picked 
the winning projects based on viability, 
budget and impact. 

Blanket Drive and Woke Magazine 
were the winning projects, with $500 
awarded to the Blanket Drive and the 
remaining $2,000 to the establishment 
of Woke Magazine. 

The judges chose these two projects 
as they were well planned and 
considered. The blanket drive was 
selected as it was a low-risk, high 
impact project that would be easily 
supported by established organisations 
in the local area. 

Woke Magazine was also chosen due 
to its uniqueness, as well as the team’s 
approach to the online magazine’s 
development. The judges felt this 

project was a real opportunity for young 
people to develop skills, engage in 
positive conversation and provide a 
platform for youth services in the area 
to access new information and ideas 
for engagement. 

Other Youth Week celebrations 
included Georges River Unplugged, 
with several young performers 
showcasing their talents in front of a 
live public audience at Hurstville Plaza. 
A Live and Local band Night provided 
young locals with the opportunity to 
enjoy a live gig, and a Feel the Heat 
competitive cook-off in Westfield 
Hurstville saw a great display of young 
cooking skills.   

Georges River Unplugged saw several 
young performers showcase their talents 
in front of a live public audience 
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Local toy library service gets 
a boost

St George Playgroup has received a donation 
of $500 from Councillor Sandy Grekas’ 
Discretionary Ward Fund Grant to help renew 
and improve its Toy Library service in Oatley. 
 

The community facility offers a range of toys 
for local families to hire, including its most 
popular item, the ‘Party Pack’, which generates 
the majority of the Toy Library’s income.  
 
Councillor Grekas chose to donate the last of the funds 
from her Discretionary Ward Fund Grant to the Toy Library 
because of the important role the service plays in the 
community. 
 
“I nominated St George Playgroup for my Councillor’s 
Discretionary Ward Fund to acknowledge all the wonderful 
work they do, and the support they provide local families in 
our community,” explained Cr Grekas. 
 
“I remember very clearly being a new mum, and the social 
and emotional benefits that both parents and children get 
from attending playgroup.  

“14 years on, I still have fantastic memories of the time my 
children and I spent at our local playgroup, and the strong 
friendships formed. The Toy Library is a great initiative and 
I’m thrilled to be able to help provide new resources.” 

Treasurer of St George Playgroups Mishel Piercy said that 
the funding will help to refresh items on offer for hire by local 
families and add value to the ‘Party Pack’, which contains 
children’s tables, chairs, kids’ roller coasters and toy cars for 
riding. 
 
“The funding from Council will help to renew the library’s 
older items and purchase a new, lighter set of children’s 
tables and chairs, better suited to lifting and transporting,” 
explained Mishel.  
 
“If there are sufficient funds remaining, we also plan to 
purchase a new set of kids’ toy roller coasters as our current 
ones are getting old and slightly damaged. 
 
“The Georges River community will now have access to 
an improved toy offering, and the new toys will allow more 
families to hire from us, which will help to raise more money 
for our future events.” 

OUR COMMUNITY
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The area known as Carss 
Park was originally Gweagal 
country, and shell middens 
left in the vicinity were 
exploited by lime-burners in 

the early 19th century.

In 1854, a Mr Croft purchased 119 
acres of land from the Crown, and, 
after several changes of ownership, 
the land was then purchased in 
1863 by William Carss, who built a 
sandstone cottage for his family.  

Carss was a Scottish cabinet-maker 
who came to Australia in 1831 and 
made his money as a publican. The 
land remained in the family until 1916, 
when it was bequeathed to the Sydney 

Sailors’ Home, whose trustees lacked 
the means to develop it.

In 1922, candidates backed by 
Blakehurst Progress Association and 
the Kogarah Reform League gained 
power on Kogarah Council, and 
opened negotiations with the Sailors’ 
Home trustees, successfully buying 
the Carss Estate for £12,000, around 
£100 an acre.  

Council subdivided some land for 
development, more than recouping 
their purchase price, and retained 
more than forty acres for parkland. 

Carss Bush Park was dedicated on 
Anniversary Day, 25 January 1924. 

Building allotments sold quickly, 
but the Depression put a brake on 
housing construction, and much of the 
development in the area is post-WWII.
 
Carss Cottage now houses a museum 
focusing on local history, which is 
run by Kogarah Historical Society.  It 
is open every Sunday afternoon, at 
other times by request, and features 
regularly changing displays.  The 
Society also holds bi-monthly talks on 
Mondays at the cottage.

Image: Kogarah Band recital at Carss Park, 
February 1974. Georges River Council Local 
Studies Collection.

 

What’s in a name?  - Carss Park

LOCAL HISTORY
The area known as Carss Park was 

originally Gweagal country
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EVENTS

Eat/Art Night Markets 

Our autumn Eat/Art Night Markets saw a fantastic 
community turnout with hundreds attending the 
events at Hurstville Plaza on Friday 12 April 
and Kogarah Town Square on Friday 3 May.

The balmy autumn evening weather coupled with the large 
community attendance added to the atmosphere of the 
Hurstville Market, as local families enjoyed a great selection 
of international cuisine, cultural arts and craft stalls and live 
entertainment from local musical acts Ally Palmer and Joel 
Leffler. 

Attendees were wowed by a vegetable carving display by 
Yans Great Garnishes, and by the skills of speed painter 
Brad Blaze, who painted a selection of famous faces, while 
walking art-painted rovers added to the colourful spectacle. 
The Hurstville Market also coincided with the official grand 
opening of the newly refurbished Hurstville Plaza, which had 
undergone a major renovation throughout 2018. The new 
community space has positively transformed the centre of 
Hurstville and will continue to be used to host Council and 
community events in the future. 

Wet weather did little to dampen the spirits of attendees at 
the Kogarah Market, who soaked up the live entertainment 
from The Hot Patato Band, Joel Leffler and Bindie & Jeremy. 
The Kogarah Night Market coincided with a Kogarah Library 
Star Wars event that kicked off ‘May the fourth’ activities. 
Many little storm troopers were found running around the 
night markets, and attendees were delighted when two 
storm troopers joined the entertainment on the Main Stage.

EVENTS

"It's nice to see a mixture of things here 
and I like all the different types of cuisines. 
It would be great to have more of these 
events and I think they will get better as 
the years go by. I'd love to see more art at 
events, I'm always looking for new things to 
do with my daughter!" - Melissa

"The Night Market has a really nice 
atmosphere, and I like the cuisines from all 
around the world. The Plaza is really nice 
because it opens Hurstville up." - Arabelle

"The food stalls were good, some of my 
favourites were the haloumi pitta and 
the South American BBQ stall, and the 
drumming show was hypnotic!" - Pietu

"The Night Market is a great place to go out 
and try new food and the wall art is a good 
idea too." - Jacky
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EVENTSEVENTS

Community celebrates 
differences on Harmony Day

Council’s Harmony Day 
celebrations at Marana 
Auditorium on Thursday 21 
March 2019 brought our 
diverse community together 

to celebrate our differences with the 
theme, ‘Everyone Belongs’.

The event kicked off with a welcome 
message in 24 languages, including 
five Aboriginal languages, and 
unfolded with a colourful mix of cultural 
entertainment and activities. People 
shared stories of their migration, 
enjoyed dance and songs, tucked 
into delicious international cuisine, 
listened to Aboriginal storytelling and 

much more, and united in their aim of 
spreading peace and harmony in our 
community. 

Kogarah Library also hosted Harmony 
Day festivities, transforming into a 
‘Living Library,’ where visitors could 
'borrow' people instead of books!

The ‘living books’ included Ben Austin 
OAM, inspirational speaker and 
one of Australia's most successful 
Paralympian swimmers; Nathan 
Powter, aka Charisma Belle, a 
member of the LGBTQIA community 
and a talented dancer, producer, 
choreographer and actress; and, 

hailing originally from Warren, NSW, 
proud Wailwan woman Aunty Jo Love. 

Each ‘living book’ shared their 
fascinating and inspirational stories 
with attendees, and provided an 
opportunity for community members to 
connect with people in their community 
who they may not normally have the 
chance to speak with.  

Images (this page) Ben Austin, Aunty Jo Love, 
Nathan Powter, aka Charisma Belle  
(opposite page - from top) Greek cultural 
dance performance, 
Italian musician, Giancarlo Ursino 
Singer Theresia Tomahu
Multicultural Choir, MTC Australia 
Hegong Indonesian cultural dance

Harmony Day brought our diverse community 
together to celebrate our differences with the 
theme, ‘Everyone Belongs’.
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Councillors will once again 
be hosting the Georges 
River Councillors’ Charity 
Ball on Friday 2 August, 
2019 at the Marana 

Auditorium. Last year $30,000 was 
raised and donated to a local charity, 
and this year proceeds will go to the 
Salvation Army, Hurstville Corps. 

A sponsorship prospectus has recently 
been launched and Council is keen to 
hear from potential sponsors to help 
support the event and assist in raising 
much-needed funds to assist people in 
need in our local community.

Keep an eye on Council's website and 
social media closer to the date to find 
out how you can purchase tickets to 
what will be a great night out for a good 
cause.

To talk about sponsorship options, 
get in touch with our Events Team 
on 9330 6400.

Councillors’Councillors’

20182019
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ART AND CULTURE
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kanalaritja:  
An Unbroken String

Shell-stringing is one of the Tasmanian 
Aboriginal community’s most culturally 
significant and closely-guarded traditions. 
 
kanalaritja: An Unbroken String features a 

variety of beautiful, delicate and rare shell necklaces, 
created by Tasmanian Aboriginal ancestors in  the 1800s, 
and acclaimed makers of today, as well as a new wave 
of stringers who had the opportunity to learn the tradition 
through the luna tunapri (women’s knowledge) cultural 
revitalisation project.  

This exhibition is the culmination of a 
journey of cultural renewal, while also 
celebrating the generations of makers 
who have sustained this uniquely 
Tasmanian Aboriginal cultural practice.   

The exhibition will be on display at Hurstville  
Museum & Gallery until Sunday 14 July 2019.

Hurstville Museum & Gallery Open Day 
Saturday 13 July
To farewell this exhibition we will be holding an open day for 
the whole family. Join us for guided tours, storytelling and live 
artistic demonstrations. 

Guest artist: Peta-Joy Williams is a Wiradjuri woman, born 
in Sydney, who currently teaches Wiradjuri at Eora College, 
facilitating art workshops and mural projects. 

Storytelling with Peta-Joy Williams 
11.00am - 12.00noon

Traditional Wiradjuri jewellery weaving with Peta-Joy Williams 
1.00pm - 2.30pm 

Guided tours (15 minute tours)  
kanalaritja: An Unbroken String 
10.30am and 12.30pm 
St George Stories: people - places - community 
12.00noon

Free | All welcome.
 

Images:
1. Shell necklace. Artist: Ashlee Murray, King marina.
2,3. Luna tunapri workshop. Photo: Lucia Rossi.
4. On display at Hurstville Museum & Gallery.

A Tasmanian Museum & Art Gallery 
(TMAG) travelling exhibition.

This project has been 
assisted by the Australian
Government’s Visions of 
Australia program.

3
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Do you remember the days of  
the old school yard?
 
 

ART AND CULTURE

Hurstville Museum & Gallery’s new in-house 
curated exhibition School days invites you to 
connect with your school memories, exploring 
stories and objects from early school days to more 
recent times. 

The classroom experience for students has evolved over 
generations due to developments in technology, and changes 
in curriculum and teaching methods. 

This display features objects from the Hurstville Museum 
& Gallery collection, along with loaned objects from local 
schools and community members. 

One display piece is a punishment book on loan from the 
NSW State Archives, revealing punishments in the 1950s, 
including ‘throwing paper’, ‘chewing after warning’ and 
‘playing 2 up’! 

Other topics include lunch time and playground memories, 
and recollections of school bags and uniforms. The exhibition 
also features memories of local community members. 

Stephen Gard recalls how Oatley Public School looked in 
the 1950s:

‘It was a typical primary school of its time… 
Desks screwed to the floor in rows, tilt up 
seats, inkwells, and nothing on the wall 
except for the Queen at the front, and… the 
map of the world at the back’. 

Visitors will also have the chance to play a game of 
hopscotch or write a message with chalk, so come along 
and remember your school days.

On display from 20 July 2019 to 6 October 2019
Official opening: Friday 19 July 2019, 6.00pm
To RSVP visit the ‘what’s on’ page at  
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/HMG
Hurstville Museum & Gallery 

Image: Hurstville Public School kindergarten class, c. 1920. 
Georges River Libraries Local Studies collection.
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New artists take up 
residence at Carss  
Bush Park 

The winter months will see three Sydney artist’s take up residence at the 
Artist’s Cottage at Carss Bush Park as part of Georges River Council’s 
Artist in Residence Program.

Multimedia artist, soupsue (Susan McInerney), works as an art 
educator and blogger. Her works explore themes of media saturation, waste 
and the human condition. She is hoping her time at the cottage will allow her to 
investigate her ancestry and her families’ historical relationship to the Australian 
landscape and colonial Australia.
  
Michael Ambriano spent much of his childhood near the sea and in close 
proximity to the Royal National Park which inspired his love of the outdoors and 
nature. His art practice explores the microcosms of the Australian landscape, with 
all of its harshness and beauty.
  
Dawei Xu began his fine arts training in high school, completing a Master of 
Design at the College of Fine Arts (UNSW) in 2005. Since then, Xu has worked 
as an art tutor alongside his own personal practice. His latest works are focused 
on the Australian suburban landscape, exploring the connections between open 
skies and the noise made by human activity.
  

The Carss Bush Park Artist's Cottage provides a studio and 
accommodation for one artist in a picturesque bush park 
setting on the Georges River. 

Residencies of up to three months are available to local, regional and international 
artists across a wide range of art forms. This program offers opportunities for 
artists' professional development, and contributes to Georges River Council's 
cultural programs.

Images (top to bottom): Globes 2016-2018, soupsue.
Forest Road, Dawei Xu.
Rocks, Hacking River, Michael Ambriano.
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Fancy yourself as a bit 
of comedian? 

ART AND CULTURE

Join this eight week stand-up comedy 
workshop run by Hurstville Hysterical 
Society, to hone your skills and perform 
live on stage!

Laugh School is an opportunity to 
practise your stand-up skills in a 
welcoming space. Participants will 
learn how to write and perform their 
own stand-up comedy material in 
a fun and supportive environment. 
Small classes are led by professional 
instructors right in the heart of 
Hurstville.

Led by John Knowles and Sean 
Morahan, two of Sydney’s best comedy 
teachers, the workshops offer a holistic 
approach to performing comedy. Hone 
skills including crafting jokes, building 

routines, improvisation, discovering 
your onstage persona, microphone 
technique and audience interaction.

The course includes 'writer's room' 
style exercises where students riff off 
each other and everybody contributes 
to improving each other's routines. This 
is the best way to learn comedy.

Upon completion, you'll get to perform 
your set in front of a supportive 
audience of friends and family in the 
cosy Civic Theatre. 

If you feel you have some funny things 
to say, let us help you develop your 
comedic skills so you can deliver your 
jokes with confidence.

Laugh School is an opportunity 
to practise your stand-up skills 
in a welcoming space.

Tuesdays, from 18 June, 7.30pm 
Civic Theatre, Hurstville 
Entertainment Centre
8 week course - $285 per person

To sign up and for further 
information, 
head to www.hec.org.au
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Goodlife Presents Under 
18s Events

  Wednesday 3 and Thursday 4 July,     
    5.00pm

Marana Auditorium
Cost and ticket information at:  
www.goodlifepresents.com.au

Music At Twilight  
- Concert 2
Ballerina and Dance Showcase 
featuring the Sydney Concert 
Orchestra

Wednesday 7 August, 7.00pm
Marana Auditorium
$20 (includes complimentary beverage)
Tickets on sale via www.hec.org.au

School Holidays FREE  
Kids Movies
Wednesday 10, Saturday 13 and 
Wednesday 17 July, 10.30am 
Civic Theatre
Tickets on sale via www.hec.org.au

Laugh School Comedy 
Workshops
Join this eight week stand-up comedy 
workshop run by the Hurstville 
Hysterical Society, hone your skills and 
perform live on stage!

Tuesdays from 18 June, 7.30pm
Civic Theatre
8 week course - $285 per person
Tickets on sale via www.hec.org.au

WHAT'S 
ON

For more information or to check out  
all of our events, please visit 

www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Teeny Tiny Stevies  
– On Tour!
ABC Kids TV favourites Teeny Tiny 
Stevies are coming to Hurstville! 

 Join the real life Byll, Beth and band for  
     a live gig where they’ll play their much  

 loved songs. 

Saturday 15 June, 10.30am
Civic Theatre
$25 
Tickets on sale via www.hec.org.au

 

The Sapphires
One of Australia's best loved stories 
has been adapted for stage, winning 
multiple awards. The Sapphires is 
coming to the Hurstville Entertainment 
Centre for one special performance.

Friday 21 June, 7.30pm 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre
Adults $49; concession and  
children $45
Tickets on sale via www.hec.org.au

Ladies night 
The story of four unemployed guys, 
motivated by ‘The Chippendales’ to 
form a male stripping act, in order to

  make some fast cash.

 Wednesday 5 June, 7.30pm
Marana Auditorium 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre 
$50. Adults only. 18+ years of age 
Tickets on sale via www.hec.org.au
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KEEP UP TO DATE WITH  
COUNCIL'S APP

The app is compatible with both 
iOS and Android devices and is 
available on the App Store and 
Google Play. 

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Monday 24 June 2019 
Monday 22 July 2019 
Monday 26 August 2019 
Monday 23 September 2019

CONTACT
Phone: 9330 6400
24 hours, 7 days a week
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au 

f georgesrivercouncil

q @georges_river

i @grcouncil

& mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Language Assistance Service 

                   131 450 

 
Georges River Civic Centre
Corner MacMahon and Dora Streets, Hurstville
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

Kogarah Library and Service Centre
Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

After-hours Customer Service 
available at Hurstville Library
5.00pm - 9.00pm, Monday to Friday
9.30am - 4.00pm, Saturday and 
Sunday

Blakehurst Hurstville Kogarah Bay Mortdale Peakhurst

Sam Elmir 
Deputy Mayor 
0410 654 310
selmir
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Vince Badalati 
0411 745 255 
vbadalati
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Stephen Agius 
0419 556 023 
sagius
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Con Hindi
0408 383 783 
chindi
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kevin Greene 
Mayor 
9330 6020 
kgreene 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Sandy Grekas 
0424 617 831 
sgrekas 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nancy Liu
0400 681 188 
nliu 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nick Katris 
0419 402 191  
nkatris 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Lou Konjarski 
0421 188 896 
Lkonjarski 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Rita Kastanias 
0416 009 695 
rkastanias 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kathryn Landsberry
0419 984 934
klandsberry 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Christina Wu 
0400 241 851  
cwu 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Leesha Payor 
0419 616 898
lpayor 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Warren Tegg 
0427 671 666  
wtegg 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Colleen Symington 
0409 546 202 
csymington 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

 

Lunar New Year Festival

Watch Council Meetings live via www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/ 
Council/About-Your-Council/Council-Meetings. 
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