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We have recently been hit by the enormity of the impacts of COVID-19. 
As a Council, we have been working on a range of initiatives to help 
build a sense of community, and encourage people to do what they can 
to support local businesses.

Colourful banners have been rolled out in our town centres with positive 
messaging including ‘Stay safe, take care’, ‘Buy local’ and ‘Help those in 
need’. While restrictions look to be easing slightly with the reopening of 
Hurstville Museum & Gallery and our click and collect service available 
at Hurstville and Clive James Libraries, it is still important to ensure 
people feel connected, and businesses are supported. We are in this 
together, and that’s the theme of Council’s messaging to remind the 
community they are not alone, and we are here to offer support however 
we can.

We have witnessed incredible resilience, with businesses adapting 
quickly to the environment we find ourselves in. We are seeing 
heartening community spirit, with individuals reaching out to each other 
over social media, and volunteerism reaching new heights. People are 
noticing the important bonds which they may have previously taken for 
granted or even ignored, and are quickly coming to the understanding 
that unity is the key to a positive future.

Council has delivered a range of support to assist local business, 
including promotion of food businesses on Council’s website, as well 
as on our social media platforms. We also developed and distributed 
posters to businesses, enabling them to inform customers of changes to 
their opening times, and highlight whether they’re offering online or take 
away services only.

New banner systems which have been installed at Carrs Park, Narwee, 
Lugarno, Hurstville Oval and Oatley West, and there will be more to 
come in other areas. We are capitalising on the banners’ visibility to add 
colour and positivity to the streets of the Georges River area.

Council provided support to our Kogarah-based healthcare workers 
by funding free coffees at three of the local cafes there, and we also 
provided free coffees to people who suddenly found themselves queuing 
for income support at Hurstville Centrelink. They’re small gestures, but 
we hope they were welcome.

We really are in this together, so we encourage everyone to continue to 
look out for one another, take care and have patience, because there 
are brighter days to come.

Kevin Greene, 
Mayor Georges River Council

MAYOR'S MESSAGE

Georges River Council acknowledges the traditional custodians of the 
land in which the Georges River Local Government Area is situated 
- the Biddegal people of the Eora nation.

Information and events in this 
publication are current at the time of 
printing. Subsequent changes may 
occur. Georges River Council does not 
guarantee that this publication is without 
flaw or wholly appropriate for your 
purposes. It and its employees expressly 
disclaim any liability, for any loss or 
damage, whether direct or consequential, 
suffered by any person as the result of or 
arising from reliance on any information 
contained in the publication.

Cover Image: Signal box artwork by 
David Cragg at Hurstville.
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Update on the Draft Georges River 
Local	Environmental	Plan	2020

YOUR SAY

Council would like to thank the 
community for their interest, 
involvement and input into the draft 
Local Environmental Plan 2020 (draft 
LEP 2020). The exhibition of the draft 
LEP 2020 concluded on 31 May 2020, 
and issues raised in submissions will 
be considered in the assessment and 
determination of the related Planning 
Proposal. A report on the draft will be 
considered by the Georges River Local 
Planning Panel in late June 2020. 

The draft LEP 2020 is a legal 
document that will harmonise the 
existing Hurstville and Kogarah LEPs, 
containing provisions such as land use 
zones, building heights, heritage and 
local provisions, such as landscaping. 

Council had initially planned for 
a minimum 60-day community 
engagement program, commencing 

from 26 February 2020. Shortly after 
the commencement of the exhibition 
period, the COVID-19 pandemic and 
Public Health Orders came into effect, 
requiring Council to cancel all public 
events and engagement activities, 
including its planned LEP 2020 
information sessions. 

In recognition of the disruption to the 
community, Council extended the 
public exhibition period, culminating 
in a 96 day community engagement 
program. Unfortunately, Council was 
unable to extend the deadline further 
due to statutory obligations set out 
by the NSW Government under the 
Accelerated LEP Program.

Nevertheless, and in response to 
requests from the community to meet 
with Council staff to discuss the draft, 
Council supplemented the community 

consultation program by offering 
three online meetings/webinars for 
the community to ask questions and 
have their say. Additional information 
was also placed on Council’s website 
responding to frequently asked 
questions to help inform community 
members’ submissions.

What's next?
Submissions received from the community 
will be assessed in a report to be considered 
by the Local Planning Panel on 25 and 
26 June. The community will have the 
opportunity to present their views to the 
Panel before the LEP is forwarded to the 
State Government for finalisation.
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Councillors	suspend	
$1	million	ward	
discretionary	fund
Councillors voted to suspend the $1 million Councillor Ward Discretionary 
Fund following the deferral of the rates harmonisation, minimum rate 
harmonisation and Special Rate Variation application which has left 
Council looking at a financial deficit.

It was agreed that Council cannot afford to proceed with the annual 
allocation of $1 million for the Ward Fund in the draft 2020/21 budget.

Council will be looking for new ways to support our community through 
local community groups that provide the support services many families 
need in these challenging times.

The fund previously enabled Councillors to provide minor financial support 
to individuals and community groups, and minor capital works within each 
ward.

COVID-19	testing	clinic	
opens in Kingsgrove
Georges River Council has provided use of the Kingsgrove Community 
Centre for a drive-through COVID-19 testing facility. The facility supports 
two other existing COVID-19 testing clinics in the local area, located at 
Hurstville Community Health Centre and St George Hospital.
 
Those wishing to attend the Medlab Pathology COVID drive-through clinic 
in Kingsgrove require a doctor’s referral before attendance. This can be 
obtained by phoning your GP and requesting that a referral be emailed or 
faxed to Medlab Pathology at nurses@medlab.com.au or 8745 6567.

To view a full list of South Eastern Sydney Local Health Service’s 
COVID-19 testing clinic locations, please visit: 
seslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-19-clinics.

 
 

COVID-19	RESPONSE
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Councillors	lend	a	hand	with	
Adopt	a	Healthcare	Worker
On the back of an idea that began 
in Western Australia, Georges River 
Councillor Sandy Grekas started 
a Facebook group called ‘Adopt 
a Healthcare Worker – St George 
Hospital’ to coordinate practical support 
for healthcare workers who are on the 
frontline of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Healthcare workers who find 
themselves in need of assistance 
can post in the group and ask to be 
‘adopted’ by other community members 
in local suburbs. Help can range from 
cooking a meal, walking a pet, picking 
up groceries, sending a care package, 
or just checking in to see if they're OK.

Councillor Grekas and Councillor 
Warren Tegg collected donations and 
received enough to put together six 
care packages for the emergency 
department, intensive care unit, 
the COVID testing clinic, the aged 
care unit, respiratory unit and the 
ambulance service.

COVID-19	RESPONSE

Rebecca Tyson, Acting General 
Manager St George Hospital said the 
hospital staff appreciate the community 
rallying together to show their support.
 
“It really means a lot to our staff 
to know that their hard work is 
appreciated by our community and 
on behalf of everyone at the hospital, 
I’d like to thank you so much for your 
thoughtful and generous donations,” 
Ms Tyson said.

“Our healthcare workers 
are on the frontline of this 
fight against COVID-19, 
and they're putting 
themselves in harm's way 
to keep us all safe."

Councillor	Sandy	Grekas

Cr Grekas said a lot of people feel 
really powerless and fearful in 
response to the pandemic, and this 
was a simple way to do something 
positive locally and show appreciation 
for our frontline workers.

“We’re focusing on non-perishable 
goods such as tea, coffee, muesli bars, 
chocolates/lollies, chips, tinned fruit, 
mini cereal boxes, fruit drink boxes, 
soups, biscuits and more. We also 
included thank you notes which have 
been absolutely beautiful, especially 
the ones from kids,” said Cr Grekas.

“Our healthcare workers are putting 
themselves in harm's way to keep us 
all safe. They're truly our modern day 
superheroes," she added.

Want to help support this cause?
For more information please go to Facebook
and search the ‘Adopt a Healthcare Worker – 
St George Hospital’ page.

Councillors Warren Tegg and Sandy Grekas at St George Hospital
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Residents in need get a 
crateful	of	goodness

10,000	face	
masks	to	
help	protect	
our	most	
vulnerable

We are supporting volunteer-run food 
rescue organisation, The Crateful 
Group, to assist in the sorting and 
packaging of nutritious food to help 
those in need during the COVID-19 
crisis.

The organisation rescues food items 
that would otherwise be thrown out, 
diverting a staggering 1.1 tonnes of 
fresh food from landfill each week. 

The Crateful Group volunteers pack 
and distribute up to 140 hampers of 
fresh fruit, vegetables, meat, dairy 
and bakery items each week to those 
in need, and has been provided with 
access to our Senior Citizens Centre in 
Hurstville to assist with logistics.

Liz Diab, founder of The Crateful 
Group explained that volunteers collect 
fresh and perishable food items from 
supermarkets and bakeries that are 
safe for consumption within best before 
or use-by dates.

“We believe everyone should have 
access to fresh, nutritious food. Now 
more than ever there are many working 

families that do not meet welfare 
criteria, yet require additional support,” 
said Ms Diab. 

The organisation rescues 
food items that would 
otherwise be thrown out, 
diverting a staggering 1.1 
tonnes of fresh food from 
landfill each week. 

“People who have lost their jobs or 
been stood down during the COVID-19 
crisis are struggling to make ends 
meet. We want to help reduce their 
financial stress and ensure they’re 
eating well too. 

“We only ask for a $2 contribution per 
hamper, to assist us with running costs 
such as fuel and insurance,” Ms Diab 
added.

Georges River Council has 
pledged its support for local 
community groups and aged 
care facilities combating the 
spread of COVID-19 through the 
donation of 10,000 face masks.

The face masks which were 
supplied to Council by Lin 
Tang & Co Lawyers are being 
distributed to local aged care 
homes and community groups to 
coincide with eased restrictions.

Hurstville Ward Councillor 
Christina Wu said the supply 
and cost of face masks had 
made it difficult for many 
community organisations to 
effectively source them during 
the pandemic.

“The community groups that 
will benefit from this donation 
provide services to some of the 
most vulnerable people in our 
community,” said Clr Wu.

Support The Crateful Group
email cratefulgroup@gmail.com or visit 
www.facebook.com/thecratefulgroup

Councillors Warren Tegg and Sandy Grekas at St George Hospital
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Council’s	path	to	recovery
Council’s Economic and Social Recovery Plan

The Georges River 
community, along with the 
rest of Australia and the 
world, is facing extraordinary 
challenges due to the current 
COVID-19 pandemic. Council 
has a plan to respond 
in a positive way to the 
challenges posed to our 
community, allowing the 
Georges River area to recover 
and then prosper.

The plan has been developed to 
complement support provided by State 
and Federal Government and includes 
a robust number of initiatives that will 
support the recovery of our local area 
in the weeks, months and years to 
come. 

COVID-19	RESPONSE

Some key initiatives are:
• #WeAreInThisTogether campaign 

with key support measures for our 
community, promoting safety, caring 
for one another and support for our 
local businesses

• Debt management and hardship 
provisions 

• Incentivised outdoor dining 
• Support for Georges River 

healthcare workers 
• A recovery grants program 
• Focus on purchasing from local 

suppliers and paying these suppliers 
faster 

• Cleanliness and beautification of our 
town centres and parks 

• Commitment to our capital works 
program

• Business training and mentoring

Our plan, estimated at 
$47 million, demonstrates 
Council’s commitment to the 
recovery of our city and the 
Georges River area. 

The Georges River community has 
outdone itself, finding ways to support 
each other while remaining safe. It’s 
important that as a community we 
continue to be flexible in our response 
to new government advice. The way 
we interact with our city may have 
changed, but our community has united 
and will emerge stronger. 

Learn more about our plan
Stay up-to-date on Council's Economic and 
Social Recovery plan on our COVID-19 page.
Visit www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
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Have	your	say	on	public	
space	during	COVID-19

As a result of COVID-19, 
communities across NSW 
are using public spaces 
differently. The Department 
of Planning, Industry and 
Environment (DPIE) would 
like to hear from you about 
how you value and are 
using public space during 
this time.

DPIE will publish the results as a 
dashboard to support the planning, 
delivery and management of public 
areas, to help with adapting these 
spaces for current use and to support 
future recovery.

You can visit the DPIE's website and 
use their interactive online map to 
contribute ideas and explain how your 
local streets could be made more 
attractive for walking and cycling, 
accessing local shops and services, 
schools or open spaces. You can also 
share any great examples of streets as 
creative public spaces.

DPIE want to build a library of ideas 
on how to make our streets more 
attractive and safer to share. This will 
help spark ideas for everyone involved 
in planning, designing and managing 
our streets and neighbourhoods. 

Put your ideas on the map
For the survey and to pin your ideas on an interactive map, go to: 
www.dpie.nsw.gov.au/premiers-priorities/great-public-spaces/streets/have-your-say
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Back in April Councillor Colleen 
Symington called for Council to work 
with local organisations to help combat 
domestic violence in the community.

Domestic violence is expected 
to escalate due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Councillor Symington proposed that 
Council work with the local domestic 
violence service providers and the St 
George Domestic Violence Committee 
to develop a brochure that addresses 
family and domestic violence, and in 
particular, coercive control.

Coercive control is designed to strip 
someone of their sense of identity 
and self worth. Council plans to do 
everything it can to raise awareness of 
this important issue.
 
Mayor Kevin Greene called upon the 
community to demonstrate a united 
front on social media, and show 

National	Domestic	Violence	
Remembrance	Day	

“Domestic violence is 
already a social epidemic 
and these numbers will 
be escalating due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”

Councillor	Colleen	Symington

support for those who have been 
affected by domestic violence and help 
put a stop to the issue.

“Sadly, reports of family and domestic 
violence have increased during the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said Mayor 
Greene.

Tragically, one in four women have 
experienced emotional abuse from a 
current or former partner since the age 
of 15 and on average, one woman a 
week is murdered by her current or 
former partner.

People were encouraged to take to 
social media on Wednesday 6 May 
to share a message and photo of 
themselves holding a candle using the 
hashtags #DVRemembranceDay and 
#ENDDFV.

Service providers across the country 
want people to know that they are open 
for business. 

There is support available for those 
who need it. Don’t be a bystander. 
Stand Up, Speak Out. 
 

OUR	COMMUNITY

More information 
If you or someone you know needs help, 
please call NSW Domestic Violence Line 
on 1800 656 463. In an emergency call 000
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Outstanding St George 
youth	recognised
On 23 May, the St George Youth Awards took place online. The awards 
are organised by the St George Youth Network and Georges River Youth 
Advisory Committee and were relaunched as part of Youth Week 2020 to 
celebrate and recognise the outstanding achievements and contributions 
of young people in our community.

This year’s winners are Kurt Cheng for the Young Entrepreneur Award, 
Nina Dimoski for the Young Volunteer Award, Zack Zelinski for the Act of 
Kindness Award, and Sabah Swade for the Community Impact Award. 
Award winners will receive career and personal development coaching 
experience and/or training that is relevant to their goals, and gift vouchers 
and flowers prepared by St George TAFE students. 

The St George Youth Awards are a collaborative effort between Shopfront 
Arts Co-Op, 3Bridges Youth Zone, 2Connect Youth & Community, Project 
Youth INC, Headspace Hurstville and the Georges River Council Youth 
Advisory Committee.

For more information on the winners visit www.georgesriver.nsw.
gov.au/Community/Events/Community-Events/Youth-Week

New	women’s	
refuge opens 
in the Georges 
River area
Council, in conjunction with Kingsway 
Community Care, has opened a new 
women’s crisis accommodation centre 
in the Georges River area.

The centre will provide a supportive 
space for women and their children 
affected by domestic violence. 

Monetary donations for the centre will 
be used for outgoings, brokerage and 
staffing at the new crisis centre. 

Donations of canned goods and non-
perishable food items can be dropped 
off at the Hurstville customer service 
centre between Monday to Friday, 
8.30am and 5.00pm. 

How can I help?
People are encouraged to donate by visiting: 
www.kingswaycare.org.au/appeal/23-survivors
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On Wednesday 25 March, Georges River 
Council closed its libraries following advice 
from the Australian Government, in an effort 
to slow the spread of COVID-19. Georges 
River Libraries have been working to provide 
a variety of content available online for 
our customers to stay connected to this 
important service. Here are some of the 
initiatives library staff have made available 
online:

Clive	James	Library	Kogarah	and	
Hurstville	Library	reopened	for	
click	and	collect.
Hurstville Library and Clive James Library Kogarah have 
reopened for click and collect services. All other Georges 
River Libraries remain closed until further notice.

The opening hours are:

Hurstville Library 
10.00am - 6.00pm Monday to Friday
Clive James Library 
8.30am - 5.00pm Monday to Friday

To reserve your items using 'click and collect', please visit 
georgesriver.spydus.com

For all enquiries, email library@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Digital	Children’s	Programs
The Children and Youth Services team has been busy 
creating online content for the youngest members of our 
community. Early literacy is important, so we are bringing 
Rhyme Time and Story Time to you. Join in, sing loudly 
and listen to stories with Morgan, the Children and Youth 
Librarian, three times a week! We also have a range of fun 
craft videos that you can do at home with your little ones. 
All our videos are available on the Georges River Libraries 
YouTube channel.

For primary-school-aged children, we have an After 
School Book Club and the ever-popular Code Club 
program. Listen to stories, answer fun questionnaires, 
and make some interesting craft at our online edition of 
After School Book Club. Code Club meets each week 
to share ideas and learn to code using Scratch, a free 
programming language, to make games and other fun 
projects. To check out our online children’s programs visit 
the Georges River Libraries website.

The Premier’s Reading Challenge has come to Overdrive! 
We’ve worked with Overdrive to make lists of the different 
books available in the Premier’s Reading Challenge 
categories you would normally browse in the Library. Head 
online and tick off your child’s reading list. All you need is 
your Library card to log in at georgesriver.overdrive.com.

Staying	engaged	during	
COVID-19	with	
Georges	River	Libraries
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Georges	River	Youth	Literature	
Award	(GRYLA)
The Georges River Youth Literature Award (GRYLA), 
a creative writing short story competition, has been 
established to reflect the aspirations and experiences of 
young people. The competition is open to high school 
students from Years 7-12 who live, study or play in 
the Georges River local government area. For more 
information and to submit your piece of writing, go to the 
GRYLA page on the Georges River Libraries website.

Living	History	COVID-19
Are you an avid photographer or just want to help us 
record the current pandemic we are all living through? You 
can help the Georges River Libraries Local Studies Team 
build a collection that documents how our community lived 
through this unprecedented time. We invite everyone to 
participate by sharing photos, video, audio or anything 
else that tells our story whether it is snapshots of living in 
isolation, images of empty shelves or streets, or stories 
of the acts of kindness that are emerging as we come 
together as a community.

By creating the Living History COVID-19 collection we can 
ensure that the historical moment we are all experiencing 
is captured and preserved for future generations. If you 
would like to add to this collection please email any items 
or questions to: library@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au.

Biblioblog
Georges River Libraries has launched a new online space 
called BiblioBlog which can be accessed via the library 
website, and allows residents to connect with library staff 
online to get personalised recommendations. Avid readers 
are also encouraged to share their own reading tips which 
will be published on the site regularly. 

And those craving something more tangible are invited to 
participate in 100 Diaries, a new project unique to Georges 
River Libraries in which 100 participants will receive a 
notebook in the post which they will use to document their 
lives over 100 days. The results will form an exhibition 
and be retained as part of a new collection designed to 
document these strange times for future generations. 100 
Diaries is open to anyone living, working or studying in the 
Georges River area so you’ll need to register quickly!

If you have any feedback about any of the library initiatives 
outlined above, or have a question you’d like answered you 
can email library@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au 

	for	more	information	visit	georgesriver.sypdus.com
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Council has made positive 
steps as part of the climate 
solution, successfully 
meeting all its commitments 
as a signatory to the Cities 
Power Partnership, Australia’s 
largest local government 
climate network.

Our pledge to the Cities Power 
Partnership not only allows us to 
collaborate with Council’s across 
Australia on cutting edge emissions 
reductions strategies, but it also 
ensures that Council remains fully 
committed to our future targets.

Council	achieves	its	
Cities	Power	Partnership	
commitments	in	one	year

ENVIRONMENT

In just over one year Council has 
achieved all of the commitments 
initially signed with the Cities Power 
Partnership (CPP), which includes the 
following: 

Provide Council resources 
to educate and support the 
uptake of renewable energy 
through Our Energy Future 
partnership

Power Council operations 
by renewables, either 
directly (with solar PV or 
wind) or by purchasing 
Greenpower (from 
electricity retailers)

Ensure Council fleet 
purchases meet strict 
greenhouse gas emissions 
requirements and support 
the uptake of electric 
vehicles

Install renewable energy 
on Council buildings, for 
example, childcare facilities, 
libraries, street lighting, 
recreation centres, sporting 
grounds and Council offices

Create a revolving green 
energy fund to finance 
energy efficiency projects 
that create savings.
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Council continues to work towards its goal of achieving net zero emissions by 
2025 and has increased its use of solar panels by 100% since this time last 
year, including the installation of 4 new solar PV systems over the past 12 
months. Council operates solar panels in the following locations: 

• Carss Bush Park
• Kogarah Library – new location
• Norm O’Neill Cricket Training Facility – new location
• Jack High Child Care – new location
• South Hurstville Library
• Kogarah Civic Centre
• Carlton Works Depot
• Narani Childcare Centre – new location (as pictured)

This has been a joint effort between Council’s Property and Asset; Project 
Delivery; and Waste, Environment and Sustainability teams. The initiative 
brings us a step closer to achieving Council’s target to reduce our carbon 
footprint and implement 100% renewable electricity by 2025.

Council	increases	
utilisation	of	solar	
panels	by	100%		

Waste Smart 
Recycling tip
Can plastic meat trays or the cake/
cookie covers go into yellow lidded 
recycling bin?

Yes, provided they are clean and 
pass the ‘scrunch test’, that is the 
plastic packaging bounces back and 
retains its shape after you scrunch it. 
Foam meat trays on the other hand 
should always be placed in your red-
lidded general waste bin.

For more information on recycling, 
visit www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/
Services/Waste 

Recently installed solar panels at Narani Childcare Centre
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ART	AND	CULTURE
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You might have noticed some public 
artworks popping up around the 
Georges River area. Have you spotted 
one of the 15 traffic signal boxes that 
have been transformed into works of 
art? What about the murals near the 
Georges River Service Centre?

Georges River Council recently 
adopted its Public Art Policy, with an 
emphasis on increasing the amount of 
high-quality public art within our City. 
Our aspiration is for public art to be an 
everyday experience that expresses 
the community’s unique attributes, 
culture, heritage and people. 
Artist MAN.De will revitalise the 

Blank	canvases	are	everywhere!
corner of MacMahon and Dora 
Street, Hurstville, creating a work that 
highlights the challenges of nature 
in an urban environment and the 
importance of the relationship between 
our environment and humans. 

“In my work I often give a voice to 
those who need it the most. Today 
we are more disconnected from our 
natural world than ever before and 
we need to change that. We have 
this innate affiliation with nature and 
when we are surrounded by it, or even 
viewing scenes of nature, it reduces 
anger, fear and stress and increases 
pleasant feelings. I also want to 

remind people of their crucial role as 
custodians of our local flora and fauna,” 
said MAN.De.

The designs on the traffic signal boxes 
have been created by Sydney-based 
artists, with more planned in the 
coming months. 

Opposite Page: Signal box featuring the 
artwork of Jessica Johnson at Mortdale

Left: Signal box artwork by David Cragg at 
Hurstville

Below: Part of MAN.De's mural for the corner 
of MacMahon and Dora Streets

Want to see art in your area?
If you’ve seen a place you think would be 
perfect for some public art, or a traffic signal 
box that needs some love, let us know via 
mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au
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The current situation is one that we 
may never see again in our lifetimes.

Local artist Elder, has made the most 
of a unique social situation, capturing 
the atmosphere of local businesses 
and scenes of isolation across the 
Georges River area during the recent 
restrictions. 

These photographs and more will be 
added to the Georges River Libraries 
Local Studies collection, and form 
an important lasting resource for our 
community.

To find out more about the artist, 
visit @elderlad on Instagram and to 
see the Local Studies collection visit 
georgesriver.spydus.com

Images by @elderlad.

Capturing 
the	COVID-19	
shutdown	in	our	
community

ART	AND	CULTURE
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Georges River Council is pleased 
to share three newly commissioned 
artworks by local Aboriginal artist, 
Aunty Annette Webb. You’ll see these 
works popping up across the city to 
acknowledge the living Aboriginal 
history and culture of the Georges 
River area. 

Annette is a proud Dunghetti woman, 
who has lived in the Georges River 
area for the past 30 years. Having 
graduated from the Eora College 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts, Annette 
has taught Aboriginal art at Seaforth 
TAFE and exhibited her artworks 
widely, including at the 2019 Dragon’s 
Lair Gallery group exhibition, Brush 
without fame, as part of the Kurranulla 
Aboriginal Corporation at Hurstville 
Museum & Gallery. 

These three artworks respond to the 
themes of land, water and community 
will be accessioned into the Hurstville 
Museum & Gallery art collection.

New	artworks	
to	showcase	
living	Aboriginal	
history	of	
Georges River 

Former Artist in Residence, Soupsue, will showcase her new body of work, Who Stood 
Here at Hurstville Museum & Gallery's Dragon's Lair Gallery from 9 June to 5 July. 

Soupsue’s work reacts to the remnants of Australian history and people that are 
imprinted on the local landscape. The audience is asked to reflect on the multitude of 
layered lives that are interwoven in the emotional and physical landscape of Australia; 
wanting us to investigate what we remember, what we deny, what we have forgotten and 
what we leave behind.

New	exhibition	takes	a	stand

Image: Who stood there by Soupsue

Clockwise from top: Land, Water, Community 
by Annette Webb.
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Hurstville Museum & Gallery 
is currently seeking stories, 
information, photographs 
and historical items for 
two upcoming exhibitions 
exploring the Chinese and 
Italian migration histories of 
our area.

Chinese migration and settlement in 
the St George area has a long and 
continuous history. The upcoming 
exhibition will bring this history to life 
through historical material, personal 
stories and artist’s interpretations.

From the 1860s onwards, Chinese 
migrants developed market gardens 
to make their living. Later in the 19th 
century, many shops and businesses 
were Chinese run, and by Federation 
in 1901, Chinese people represented a 
significant part of the community. Today 
27% of our population has Chinese 
heritage.

Our planned exhibition on the Italian 
migrant hostel ‘Villa Fatima’ will explore 
the important role the hostel played in 

Hurstville	Museum	&	Gallery	
needs	your	help!

the story of early Italian migration to 
Australia following the Second World 
War.

The hostel was located in the former 
‘Woodleigh’ hospital, on Woniora Road, 
Hurstville, and was established by 
the Capuchin Franciscan Fathers in 
Leichhardt. Villa Fatima was intended 
to house between 50 to 60 migrants, 
mostly single young men, and was the 
only non-Government run hostel in 
south-west Sydney.

The stories of the Villa Fatima are of 
great significance to understanding 
early Italian migration to the Georges 
River area in the post war period.

Hurstville Museum & Gallery is 
keen to hear from those who have 
stories, photos, historical objects and 
information to share regarding the 
Chinese heritage of our area or the 
history of the Villa Fatima migrant 
hostel. 

An	explosion	of	
artistic	ideas	at	
Hurstville	Museum	
&	Gallery
Artbomb: connect + create brings 
together artists, our local community 
and Hurstville Museum & Gallery in 
a slow release explosion of creativity 
and artistic expression. 

This exhibition provides a unique 
opportunity to meet and collaborate 
with professional artists, as they 
work within the Hurstville Museum 
& Gallery space to create a diverse 
range of artworks.

We're inviting the community to 
come in and get involved with 
this experimental exhibition. Drop 
by every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday to see a new work being 
created. 

Come in and reconnect!

When: 9 June – 26 July 2020
Where: Hurstville Museum & Gallery

We'd love to hear from you!
To share your stories, please contact 
Hurstville Museum & Gallery via 
museumgallery@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au  

ART	AND	CULTURE

Hurstville Museum & 
Gallery has now reopened!
Opening hours:
Tuesday – Friday, 10.00am - 4.00pm
Saturday, 10.00am - 2.00pm
Sunday, 2.00pm - 5.00pm

Come in and say hi, but please remember 
to abide by the 1.5m distancing guidelines.
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Kingsgrove takes its name from 
Governor Philip King, who made a 
land grant in 1804 to Hannah Laycock, 
a soldier’s wife, and her sons. The 
Laycocks named their farm King’s 
Grove in recognition of the Governor’s 
action. A further grant in 1812 took their 
combined land holdings to around 800 
acres (over 320 hectares).  

By the mid-19th century, the land was 
being subdivided, the original forested 
areas were gradually being cleared and 
Kingsgrove was becoming a patchwork 
of small farms and market gardens, 
with Stoney Creek Road the main 
transport route. The first inn, called The 
Man of Kent, operated from about 1850 
onwards. In the vicinity of present-day 
Bexley Golf Club there were productive 
vineyards, and even a tobacco-
producing manufactory, operated by 
one of the district’s pioneers, Thomas 
Smithson.

What’s	in	a	name?	Kingsgrove
Fifty megalitres of gas 
exploded, sending a 
mushroom cloud a kilometre 
high over the suburb, and 
raining debris all around. 

Kingsgrove entered the 20th century 
as a hotbed of horticulture, with several 
plant and flower nurseries fronting 
Stoney Creek Road. Countering their 
aroma would have been the less 
fragrant emanations from Stone’s 
Slaughter Yards, which supplied 
butchers in Hurstville and Rockdale 
with their daily requirements.

Following the commencement of the 
railway line from Tempe to Kingsgrove 
in 1931, land around Kingsgrove station 
was quickly snapped up for allotments, 
and land that had sold for £1 per foot of 
frontage in 1927 could not be had for 

£20 a foot five years later. Kingsgrove 
became a dormitory suburb for the 
city, with an area near the station 
zoned for industrial businesses and 
light manufacturing. A very successful 
example of local manufacturing was 
Mashman’s Pottery Works, which was 
a familiar sight for travellers on the East 
Hills line for many years.

Kingsgrove’s most dramatic moment 
came on 15 February 1956, when the 
gasometer owned by the Australian 
Gas Light Company ruptured and fifty 
megalitres of gas exploded, sending 
a mushroom cloud a kilometre high 
over the suburb, and raining debris all 
around.  Fortunately, it occurred in the 
early hours of the morning, and only 
five people were injured.

Love local history?
For more great stories visit the Georges 
River Libraries Local Studies blog at 
georgesriverlocalstudies.home.blog/

LOCAL	HISTORY

Image: Flower growers at Kingsgrove, circa 1920  courtesy of the Seymour family.

GEORGES RIVER COUNCIL
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After the extreme weather conditions 
of the past 12 months, Hurstville Golf 
Course is now in better condition than 
ever, helped along by recent rains, 
but predominantly due to the efforts of 
Council's Greenkeeping staff. 

These improvements commenced with 
the recent deep coring of all 18 greens, 
designed to reverse the damage 
created from our previous very dry 
summer, with the ultimate objective of 
permanently returning the greens to a 
much improved condition.

At the same time, fringe areas around 
the greens have been improved by 
strategically cutting the grass to a 
higher level, improving the available 
chipping area around each green.

Improvements have also been made 
to fairways, which have been cut wider 
and with better definition, ensuring 
great lies on lush, well fertilised grass, 
for golfers on all fairways. 
The overall aesthetic appearance of the 
course has been greatly improved, with 
a great deal of effort being undertaken 
to clear long grass, blackberry 

Hurstville	Golf	Course	
looking	tee-riffic!

infestations and other noxious weeds 
from the course surrounds. The course 
is now more visually enticing for golfers 
making their way through the 18-hole 
layout.  

This extensive work has not gone 
unnoticed by the club’s members 
and the general public, with many 
commenting positively on the 
noticeable improvements that have 
recently been made to the course, and 
how much more they now enjoy their 
rounds of golf. 

Hurstville Golf Club is a NSW affiliated 
gender-neutral club that facilitates 
competition golf including inter-club 
competitions, club competitions and 
club championships for men and 
women of all ages. New members are 
always welcome, and membership is 
great value. 

SPORT

For more information
For more information please call 
9534 5024 or visit 
www.hurstvillegolfclub.com.au 

22  |  READ ONLINE AT WWW.GEORGESRIVER.NSW.GOV.AU



What's	On	
at	home

Research	local	history	
from	home
The Georges River local studies 
collection contains a great selection of 
articles and historic images

Visit: 
georgesriverlocalstudies.home.blog/

Walking	on	Georges	
River	Country
Explore the natural beauty of the 
Georges River with D’harawal Saltwater 
Knowledge Keeper Shannon Foster in 
her video Yana’o Kai’eemagh 

Visit: 
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/
reconciliation-week

Plastic-free	living	and	
beeswax	wraps	

Learn about how to eliminate plastic from 
your life using natural replacements for 
common household items.

Visit the 'What's On' page at 
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Waste	Smart	colouring	
in	competition
Waste Smart Team has created a fun 
colouring activity for the kids, where they 
can get creative and learn about waste 
disposal.

Visit: 
https://bit.ly/3cgm1o3

Stream	opera	on	
demand	for	free!
Opera Australia's new free streaming 
service Opera Australia on Demand 
features productions from their back 
catalogue alongside new content

Visit: 
tv.opera.org.au 

For	more	activities	
and	events,	visit	the	
'What's	On'	page	at	

  www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

WHAT'S	ON
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CONTACT
Phone: 9330 6400
24 hours, 7 days a week
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au 

f georgesrivercouncil

q @georges_river

i @grcouncil

& mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au
Language Assistance Service 

                   131 450 

Georges River Civic Centre
Corner MacMahon and Dora Streets, Hurstville
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

Clive James Library and Service Centre
Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street, Kogarah
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

Hurstville Library and Service Centre
Corner of Queens Road and Dora Street, Hurstville
10.00am - 6.00pm, Monday to Friday

Blakehurst Hurstville Kogarah Bay Mortdale Peakhurst

Sam Elmir 
0410 654 310
selmir
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Vince Badalati 
0411 745 255 
vbadalati
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Stephen Agius 
0419 556 023 
sagius
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Con Hindi 
Deputy Mayor
0408 383 783 
chindi
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kevin Greene 
Mayor 
9330 6020 
kgreene 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Sandy Grekas 
0424 617 831 
sgrekas 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nancy Liu
0400 681 188 
nliu 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nick Katris 
0419 402 191  
nkatris 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Lou Konjarski 
0421 188 896 
Lkonjarski 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Rita Kastanias 
0416 009 695 
rkastanias 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kathryn Landsberry
0419 984 934
klandsberry 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Christina Wu 
0400 241 851  
cwu 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Leesha Payor 
9330 6296  
lpayor 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Warren Tegg 
0427 671 666  
wtegg 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Colleen Symington 
0409 546 202 
csymington 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Calendar of Council Meetings

In accordance with resolution of Council, all Ordinary Council Meetings are scheduled for the fourth Monday of each 
month. Council Meetings are broadcast live and can be viewed on any internet connected device.

To view meeting broadcasts, visit www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/Council/About-Your-Council/Council-Meetings


