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Welcome to the New Year, and thank you to everyone who 
came along to enjoy the numerous events Council staff 
organised and staged over the festive season. Collectively, 
Magic of Christmas, Australia Day and Lunar New Year 

attracted approximately 73,000 people, which is just incredible. Your 
attendance at these major events helps make them all the more lively 
and enjoyable, and we thank you for your enthusiastic support. Read on 
for a more comprehensive wrap-up of each of these events.

We have recently conducted 10 workshops throughout the local 
government area seeking feedback from community members to help 
us develop our Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS). The LSPS 
will outline the 20-year vision for land use, the special characteristics 
that contribute to local identity, and how growth and change will be 
managed into the future. Find out more about the LSPS and how you 
can provide your feedback on page 4.

On the cover of this edition is Elder, one of a highly talented group 
of artists who were selected to participate in our Artist in Residence 
Program. This program provides artists an opportunity to develop their 
artistic skills during their residency at Carss Park Artist’s Cottage. Each 
artist brings something unique to the program, and I look forward to 
seeing what they achieve and create during their residency.

The artists will have the opportunity to work with Council to develop 
cultural programs for the benefit of the Georges River Council 
community as well as engage with local residents. Keep an eye out for 
opportunities to see their work or get involved in workshops – there will 
be a range of artistic disciplines covered over the term of the program.

I hope you enjoy the autumn edition of Community.

Kevin Greene, 
Mayor Georges River Council

MAYOR'S MESSAGE

Georges River Council acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land in which the Georges River 
Local Government Area is situated - the Biddegal people of the Eora nation.

Information and events in this publication are current at the time of printing. Subsequent changes may occur. Georges River Council 
does not guarantee that this publication is without flaw or wholly appropriate for your purposes. It and its employees expressly 
disclaim any liability, for any loss or damage, whether direct or consequential, suffered by any person as the result of or arising from 
reliance on any information contained in the publication.
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Your Say Georges River is a way for you to be 
involved in important projects that shape the 
future of the Georges River area.

Your feedback will inform and contribute to Council 
decision-making. So, have your say! To participate and 
provide feedback for most projects, you will need to 
register via Council’s website.

As a registered member you will receive regular 
updates about new projects and ways to stay involved. 
The following are just a couple of examples of topics 
we want your feedback on.

https://yoursay.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/

Create Georges River - Cultural Strategy
We are developing a new Cultural Plan and Strategy for Georges 
River and we need your input. A Cultural Strategy will guide our 
planning, development and investment in relation to: the arts, 
festivals and major events, cultural industries, community facilities 
and cultural infrastructure and heritage.
.....................................................................................................

Events Survey
As part of Georges River Council's Event Strategy, Council is 
investigating the potential of an annual 'destination' event for the 
George River area in order to increase visitation to the area.

We want to know what types of events or activations you want in 
your local area.

12. EvEntS 
Magic of Christmas

 Australia Day

 Lunar New Year Festival celebrates 
the Year of the Pig

Starlight Cinema

17. lOCAl hiStORY 
What’s in a name? - Carlton

18. ARt And CultuRE 
Artist in residence - Elder

 From one community to another: the 
story of kanalaritja: An Unbroken String

 Beyond the bowl official opening

 The Sapphires story comes to the stage

 Harmony Day Living Library - check 
out a living ‘book’ at your library!

23. whAt'S On
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whERE wE livE

Zoning changes. Building heights. Housing. 
Land use. Infrastructure.

We are seeking feedback from the community 
to help draft our Local Strategic Planning 
Statement (LSPS). 

Your feedback will help us shape land use in 
the Georges River Local Government Area over the next 20 
years. The LSPS will also outline the special characteristics 
that contribute to local identity, and how growth and change 
will be managed into the future.

One of the main tools to implement our City's land use 
vision is the Local Environmental Plan - a legal document 
which provides controls and guidelines for development, and 
outlines what can be built, where it can be built and what 
activities can occur on land.

We want you to tell us:
• What type of housing do you want to see built and where 

should it be? 

• Where do you want to work or shop and what should our 
centres contain?

• What does transport need to look like to cater for our 
community in the future?

• Where are our green open spaces and how do they connect up?

Please make sure you add your input by Sunday 17 March 
2019 via email at LSPS@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au or by writing 
to Council at PO Box 205 Hurstville BC, NSW 1481.

To stay informed of our progress and get involved in current and 
future opportunities keep your eye on the Your Say Georges 
River – Our area in 20 years page.

Population  

156,293 
Estimated residential population in 2017 

185,346  
Estimated population by 2036

8.3%  
population increase from 
2011 census to 2016 

Employment

75,644 
People employed in 2016  

15,643 
Local businesses 

47,511  
Local jobs

housing

48,672  
Households 

50,664 
Private dwellings  

15,904 
Flats or apartments 

YOuR futuRE

have your say on a range of 
topics that are vitally important 
to the future of our area.

Our area in 20 years:
local Strategic Planning 
Statement  2040 



netstrata announced as Jubilee 
Stadium naming Rights Sponsor 

Georges River Council has announced strata management company 
Network Strata Services Pty Ltd (‘Netstrata’) as the new Naming 
Rights Sponsor of Jubilee Stadium in Kogarah. 

The venue has adopted the name ‘Netstrata Jubilee Stadium’ for a 
term of three years. The announcement follows an Expression of Interest process 
and a decision by Council in December 2018 for naming rights at the Stadium. 

Stephen Brell, Managing Director of Netstrata explained the historical ties that the 
strata management company has with the local area, describing the partnership 
as a “natural fit.” 

“Netstrata is delighted to be formally associated with one of Australia’s leading 
sporting venues and some of the country’s most successful and iconic sporting 
clubs,” said Mr Brell.

“Jubilee Stadium has been the focal point for major sports and entertainment in the 
St George area for more than 80 years. Just about everyone in southern Sydney 
has a fondness for the venue and great memories of attending an event there.  

“Netstrata is also proud to have been part of the St George community from 
our first day in 1996, and we plan on being here a lot longer. That’s why this 
partnership is such a natural fit for our business." 

Council services 
just a tap away 
with new app 

COunCil nEwS

 

Lunar New Year Festival

Community members can now access
Council-related information anytime in 
the palm of their hand, with the launch 
of the free Georges River Council 
smartphone app.  

The location-based app is personalised 
to individual needs and offers easily-
accessible information on Council 
services and facilities. 

The app also makes it even easier  
for residents to pay rates and report 
an incident. 

The app is compatible with both iOS 
and Android devices and is available 
from the App Store and Google Play - 
just search for Georges River Council. 

Council’s clock mural wins Graffiti Day award
In the summer edition of Community, we featured an article on the mural 
completed by Council staff and community volunteers at a graffiti hotspot on 
Hurstville Road in Oatley. The mural was based on James Oatley, an early 
landowner in the local area and a well-known clockmaker.

In December, Mark Coure MP presented Mayor Kevin Greene an award 
(pictured left) for Best Prevention Activity on behalf of Graffiti Removal Day 
organisers. Public art has been shown to reduce graffiti vandalism and increase 
a sense of ownership in communities, and Council will be exploring locations for 
similar treatment!
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hurstville Aquatic leisure Centre 
creates water from ‘thin air’!

Generating water from thin 
air may seem like science 
fiction, however thanks 
to the installation of eight 
hydropanels on the roof 

of the Hurstville Aquatic Leisure Centre 
in Penshurst, Georges River Council is 
doing just that.

Officially launched by Council Mayor 
Kevin Greene in December 2018, 
the panels will be trialled over the 
coming 12 months, and if successful 
may be rolled out across other  
Council facilities. 

The Hydropanels are completely 
self-sufficient and off-grid. The panels 
incorporate solar PV and a small 
battery which enables water production 
when the sun shines and water delivery 
on cloudy days or at night.

“Water vapour from ambient air is 
drawn into the Hydropanel via fans 
and filtered, before pure water is 
released and condensed into the 
airtight Hydropanel system,”  
Mayor Greene explained.

“The filtering system captures and 
leaves behind any pollutants that 
might be found in the air, and the 
filtered water then flows into a 
reservoir where it is mineralised with 
calcium and magnesium. 
 
“Finally, the water flows through a 
flavour-polishing cartridge before 
being dispensed at a drinking fountain 
located in the Centre. The water tastes 
great and is regularly tested to ensure 
it’s safe for consumption,”  
Mayor Greene added.

Council encourages the community to 
visit Hurstville Aquatic Leisure Centre 
with a reusable bottle to taste the free 
chilled water generated on-site! 

The eight Hydropanels at the 
Hurstville Aquatic Leisure 
Centre produce 2,400 bottles 
of water per month, which 
offsets over 400,000 single-
use plastic bottles over their 
15-year lifetime. 

innOvAtiOn
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Increase community connectivity, 
provide greater social equity and 
cohesion

Smart city innovations to 
connect the Georges River area

Outdoor public spaces 
across the Georges River 
local government area will 
soon feature integrated 
smart technologies, 

with Georges River Council awarded 
$380,507 in funding under Round 2 
of the Australian Government’s Smart 
Cities and Suburbs Program.

The funding will enable Georges River 
Council to continue to innovate within 
the Georges River area, after the 
successful roll-out of the Smart Social 
Spaces Project as part of the Round 1 
program last year. 

The project will include installation of 
Smart Street Furniture at three outdoor 

locations across Georges River town 
centres to create ChillOUT hubs for 
residents, workers and visitors alike. 
The IT-enabled spaces will feature 
solar-powered charging points and 
environmental sensors to capture 
urban heat data. 

The sustainably-designed ChillOUT 
hubs will help to ‘green up’ the locality, 
increase community connectivity, 
provide greater social equity and 
cohesion, enable knowledge exchange 
and provide flexible spaces for work and 
play for all members of the local area. 

Data collected from the ChillOUT 
hubs will help Council to improve its 
services and inform decisions about 

future open space design and public 
infrastructure management. 

The $879,338 project is co-funded 
by Council ($228,750), the University 
of New South Wales ($151,081) and 
Street Furniture Australia ($119,000).
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world Environment day – local high 
schools take dramatic action against plastic

Council will celebrate World 
Environment Day 2019 
by holding the inaugural 
Speaking 4 the Planet 
competition on Wednesday 

5 June 2019, with a theme of Beat 
Plastic Pollution. St George Girls High 
School will host the event, which will 
include competitors from high schools 
throughout the local area. 

Speaking 4 the Planet is a public 
speaking, drama, art and video 
competition, and is an initiative that 
builds leadership and advocacy skills 
by enabling students to display their 
talents and give voice to issues that 
concern them. 

The event will support the well-
regarded Georges Riverkeeper 

Program and will increase awareness 
of a global environmental issue, while 
promoting the importance of local 
and regional actions to protect our 
waterways from plastic pollution. 

An initiative that  
builds leadership and 
advocacy skills

According to the beverage industry, 
17 billion beverage containers are 
consumed every year in Australia 
with 4.2 billion consumed in NSW. 
The NSW EPA estimates that 4% of 
beverage containers purchased in NSW 
are discarded as litter, and with 15.1% 
of the NSW population living in the 
Georges River catchment, that’s 69,000 

EnviROnMEnt

containers littered in the catchment 
every day. Although the Georges 
Riverkeeper teams collect 130 tonnes 
of waste from the Georges River each 
year, there’s still a long way to go in 
terms of plastic waste reduction. 

All high schools within the Georges 
River area are encouraged to 
participate. Teachers should be 
advised that details about each 
category, and resources to support 
students and teachers, will be 
included in a resource pack to be sent 
to all schools that register. 

For further details, please contact 
council’s Waste Education Officer 
on 9330 6057 / 0447 424 958.
 

Chemical CleanOut event
Council has two upcoming Chemical CleanOut events, 
providing residents in the Georges River area with free 
drop-off for unwanted household chemicals including pool 
and garden chemicals, solvents and cleaners, gas bottles, 
fire extinguishers, x-ray/film, fluorescent light globes/tubes, 
batteries, motor oil and paints. Council encourages all 
residents to make use the opportunity to dispose of their 
chemicals, as these will not be collected during kerbside 
clean-up events.

Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 March 2019, 9.00am-3.30pm
Georges River Council Carlton Works Depot
Entry via Penshurst Road, Carlton 

Saturday 6 April 2019, 9.00am-3.30pm
Georges River Council Mortdale Works Depot
Entry via Depot Road, Mortdale

Kerbside collection tips
Following these tips could save you from potential 
disappointment during your next Council Clean-up

 As a common courtesy to other residents, items to be 
picked up should be placed on the kerbside as close 
to the collection date as possible and should not 
obstruct footpaths, driveways or public roads. 

 The total disposed material must not exceed an area of 
3mx3m.  Any material that exceeds this limit will not be 
collected. 

 Remove doors from fridges and furniture. 

 Garden vegetation must be bundled and tied with 
natural string cut into 1m lengths and be no larger 
than 15cm in diameter.

Properties in the Georges River area are offered two kerbside 
clean-up collection services each year. 

To check your clean-up arrangement call Council’s Waste 
Hotline on 1800 079 390 or Council’s Customer Service 
centre on 9330 6400. 
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Council to run free composting workshops

Throughout 2019, Georges River Council’s Waste 
Team will be facilitating multiple composting and 
worm farming workshops across the Georges 
River area.

These free workshops are aimed at helping residents to 
minimise their environmental footprint, while reaping the 
benefits of composting.

Roughly half of what we throw into our red-lidded bin is 
organic waste, namely food and garden waste. This food 
waste, if sent to landfill, produces methane as a byproduct of 
its decomposition. Methane is a greenhouse gas which is 25 
times more potent than the carbon dioxide gas emitted from 
the exhaust pipes of our cars. 

Composting and worm farming can dramatically reduce 
the amount of food waste your household sends to landfill, 
reducing your carbon footprint substantially.

You might be asking yourself: how do I get started with a 
compost bin? What can/can’t I feed my worms? Where 
do I put it? Will it smell? How much maintenance does 
it require? All these questions and much more will be 
answered at our workshops. 

The details for the 2019 events are as follows: 

Thursday 21 March, 9.30am-11.30am  
Kogarah School of Arts

Saturday 13 April, 9.30am-11.30am 
Kingsgrove Function Room

Thursday 16 May, 9.30am-11.30am 
PJ Ferry Community Hall

Tuesday 18 June, 9.30am-11.30am 
Carss Park Eco Shed

Monday 15 July, 1.30pm-3.30pm  
Mortdale Community Centre

Saturday 17 August, 9.30am-11.30am 
Hurstville Senior Citizens Centre

Thursday 12 September, 9.30am-11.30am  
Carss Park Eco Shed

Wednesday 9 October, 9.30am-11.30am 
Oatley Community Centre

Workshops are not suitable for children under 10 years. 
Numbers are capped so registration is required. To 
register, please email Council’s Customer Service Centre 
at mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au or phone 9330 6440.

An initiative of Council, aimed at helping residents 
to minimise their environmental footprint

COMMUNITY  |  AUTUMN EDITION  |  9

GEORGES RIVER COUNCIL



OuR COMMunitY

Big win for special needs football 
players, carers and referees at 
Charles Pirie Reserve

Local football players, including 
special needs players and 
their carers, are set to 
benefit from an injection of 
$750,000 from the Greater 

Sydney Sports Facility Fund which will 
go towards building a new Inclusive 
Sports Amenities Building at Charles 
Pirie Reserve, with Council allocating 
an additional $1 million from General 
Revenue as part of the 2018-2019 
budget for what is a significant upgrade. 

Charles Pirie Reserve is home to Carss 
Park Football Club and the special 
needs program, St George Warriors. 

The program is an innovative, 
equal access community 
initiative which provides 
a fun, inclusive and social 
environment for players and 
their families to participate 
in a modified team format. 

The special needs program has 
grown to four teams in the space of 
a few short years, and the existing 
amenities building no longer complies 
with minimum standards and provides 
limited access.

Additional Inclusive Regional Football 
Gala Days are proposed in late 2019 
to include teams from surrounding 
Council areas that don’t have the 
opportunity to play together. The new 
facility has been designed to meet the 
needs of everyone, with all areas to be 
modified to enable access for players 
and their carers.

The new facility will include a canteen, 
storage, gender neutral change rooms, 
referees room, medical room, public 
amenities and a covered barbeque 
area. An accessible ramp has been 
incorporated into the design to ensure 
that all users can access the fields 
from the new building, which will be 
relocated away from the flood prone 
area, allowing greater accessibility. 

The new building will become the 
location of a training base for the St 
George Football Referees Association, 
who will use a the new building to 
provide a training base for Referees 
as part of their ongoing engagement 
and training.

Image: (top) Councillors and Mark Coure 
MP with members of local football club.
(Below) Artist impression of the amenities.
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local young people changing 
narratives around refugees 

Students from across 
Georges River, Bayside and 
Sutherland council areas 
converged on Shopfront 
Arts Co-op in Carlton 

on Thursday 22 November 2018 as 
part of the Schools Refugee Forum - 
Awareness Advocacy Action. 

The Forum presented an opportunity 
for young people to learn about and 
discuss the challenges faced by 
refugees and people seeking asylum, 
to help change the current narrative 
both within their schools and in the 
broader community.  

High school student Luiza, who 
helped to plan and facilitate the event, 
explained the impact that the Forum 

had on the young people  
in attendance.

“The thing I enjoyed most was seeing 
everyone talking about the issues, the 
enthusiasm in the room and seeing 
what awareness-raising can do in a 
setting like this,” said Luiza.

“I always thought that we had to focus 
on big acts to drive change, but the 
forum made me realise that the first step 
in changing things is raising awareness. 

“I think it is important for young people 
to attend forums like this as young 
people are the future. We are either 
voting now, or will be very soon, and it’s 
important that we’re informed - forums 
are a great way to do this.”

Tirza, who is also at high school, was 
the MC at the forum and described the 
significance of events like these for 
young people.

“I think it is important for young people 
to attend forums like this so they can 
expand their knowledge. It’s important 
that we’re able to form our own 
opinions on topics like this one and not 
just rely on being fed information that 
could be misleading,” said Tirza.

Image: Students participating in the forum

The forum presented an opportunity 
for young people to learn about 

and discuss the challenges faced by 
refugees and people seeking asylum
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Magic of Christmas 

Over 8,000 people attended Magic of 
Christmas in early December, with 
attendees singing along to Christmas 
Carols and enjoying performances by 
several local dance groups.

This year, Christmas-themed gift stalls were added 
to the event, and they were so popular that several 
stallholders sold out of stock altogether! Santa 
Claus put in a special appearance just for the kids, 
and there was a wonderful array of international 
food on offer.

Colin Buchanan was a hit, singing his song 
‘Aussie Jingle Bells’ much to everyone’s delight, 
as was Tim Moxey – known from his appearances 
on The Voice and X Factor. Many thanks must 
go to Major Sponsor - Club Central, and Event 
Supporters Club Rivers, for helping make the night 
an absolute hit!

EvEntS

Australia day

The Australia Day Festival 2019 was an 
absolute zinger, with an estimated 15,000 
people turning up throughout the day-long 
festival. 

The day kicked off with a traditional Aboriginal 
performance from a didgeridoo master and a 
smoking ceremony. This was followed by a special 
Citizenship Ceremony where 70 new local residents 
were welcomed as Australian citizens.

Throughout the day there was action-a-plenty, with 
markets, food stalls, rides and activities. Justice 
Crew was the headline act, and they put on an 
absolutely cracking performance which had the 
crowd jumping in the lead-up to a spectacular 
fireworks display which brought the event to a close.

We would like to thank our Australia Day Festival 
2019 sponsors - Club Rivers, Club Central Hurstville, 
St George and Sutherland Shire Leader and Vision 
China Times.

EvEntS
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Australia day
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lunar new Year 
festival celebrates 
the Year of the Pig

Council’s Lunar New Year 
Festival on Saturday 2 
February 2019 was bigger 
and better than ever, and 
a feast for the senses for 

the approximately 50,000 people in 
attendance. The event kicked off with 
a colourful street parade down Forest 
Road in Hurstville, which featured 12 
giant inflatable zodiac animals, dragon 
dancers, Kung Fu Panda, a traditional 
Eye Dotting Ceremony, Chinese fire 
crackers and an awe-inspiring lion 
dance show.

The day unfolded with a mix of lively 
entertainment and diverse cultural 
activities and performances, with 
headline act singer Wah Dee, winner 
of the ‘Jacky Cheung look-a-like’ 
contest on Beijing TV, ramping up the 
atmosphere with his upbeat repertoire. 
Graceful stilt walkers outfitted in 
billowing pink dresses wowed 
audiences as they weaved their way 
through the streets and festival-goers 
were treated to a smorgasbord of 
delicious multicultural cuisine.  

Visitors ate their way through tasty 
delights like Malaysian noodles, paella, 
dragon beard candy and Chinese 
dumplings. Foodies wanting to replicate 
street eats at home could pick up 
some tips at three interactive cooking 
demonstrations, with Chinese pork and 
crab potstickers, Vietnamese BBQ bun 
cha and char kway teo on the menu.

There were plenty of children enjoying 
the festivities, which included a Kiddies 
Corner choc-a-bloc full of fun. Kids 
smiled with delight as they whizzed 
around on the teapot ride, patted 
piglets, goats and chicks at the animal 
farm, dared to enter the dinosaur-
themed 7D Cinema and took part in 
interactive activities like arts and craft 
and playing a community piano.

Georges River Council thanks the 
following sponsors for helping bring 
this popular event to the community:

Principal Sponsor
Chemist Warehouse

Major Sponsors
Bupa
Oatley RSL
HSBC
Yours Telecom

Event Supporters
Hainan Airlines
Club Rivers
Commonwealth Bank
Lebara 

Media Partners 
Australian New Express Media Group
Vision Times Media
Chinese News and Media Group
New Impressions Media
SBS Radio
TVBA   

Supporter 
Optus

Photos by Judith Russo  

what festival goers said:

“The newly renovated Hurstville 
Plaza is great, and a perfect place 
for small food businesses to come 
and sell their product. Tim’s Café 
was a favourite stall of mine at the 
festival today, they do delicious 
dumplings, and I love that the 
festival is dog-friendly!” 
Vanessa

“I really like all the stalls at the 
festival, there are some great 
suppliers and also some good 
freebies and promotions on offer. 
The food market is also really good, I 
really like the Dragon Beard Candy.” 
Jamie

“The kids loved the animal farm - 
especially the baby chickens and 
the piglet! They also enjoyed the 
teapot ride.”  
Wenny

“We enjoyed the street parade in 
the morning, especially the dragon 
dance, dancers and Kung Fu Panda. 
We also loved the rides and games.”
Vanessa and Elizabeth
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EvEntS

The popular Starlight Cinema 
series is set to return with 
Council once again hosting 
film screenings in a range 

of locations across the area, every 
Saturday through March.

This line-up of family-friendly events 
presents a wonderful opportunity for 
families and friends to get out in their 
local area and enjoy the outdoors in the 
warmth of early autumn.

The sing-along version of The Greatest 
Showman will be the first film to be 
screened on 2 March at Olds Park.

On the back of the stage production 
of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
currently playing at the Capitol Theatre, 
the original version of Willie Wonka and 
the Chocolate Factory will be screened 
on 9 March at HV Evatt Park.

Then prepare yourself for a totally 
Shakespearean weekend at Carss 
Bush Park with Bard on the Beach 

on Friday 15 March, presenting a 
performance of The Life and Death 
of King John, followed on Saturday 
16 March with a screening of Baz 
Luhrmann’s classic, Romeo and Juliet.

Ant-Man and the Wasp will be the 
feature for Saturday 23 March at 
Woodville Park.

People are encouraged to pack a 
picnic dinner, bring a rug or low fold-out 
chairs, and enjoy a meal under the 
stars while enjoying an entertaining 
film. There will be ice-cream, fairy floss 
and popcorn available.

On Saturday 30 March, you’ll have 
to bundle yourself, your friends and 
family into the car to catch the all-
time family favourite, E.T. the Extra 
Terrestrial, which will be screening at  
a drive-in event!

All Starlight Cinema events are 
alcohol-free and smoke-free.

*This event will be a Drive-in

The Greatest Showman 
(sing-a-long version)
2 March, 5.00pm-9.00pm 
Olds Park
Movie screening at 6.00pm

Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory (1971) 
9 March, 5.00pm-9.00pm 
HV Evatt Park
Movie screening at 6.00pm

Romeo and Juliet (Baz Luhrmann)
16 March, 5.00pm-9.00pm 
Carss Bush Park
Movie screening at 6.00pm

Ant-Man and the Wasp
23 March, 6.00pm-10.00pm
Woodville Park
Movie screening at 7.00pm

E.T. The Extra Terrestrial
30 March, 6.00pm-10.00pm 
Kogarah Park (Drive In)
Movie screening at 7.00pm

Starlight Cinema returns this 
March with family classics

SCREEninGS
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Carlton was part of John 
Townson’s land grant of 
1,950 acres, granted in 
1810. Most of the land 
passed to Michael Gannon 

in 1850, and the arrival of the railway 
to Hurstville led to its subdivision. 
The Carlton Estate was auctioned in 
November 1885, and consisted of 550 
lots which were slow to sell, with the 
first houses in Carlton not built until the 
late 1880s.  

It is not known why the name 
Carlton was chosen for the 
estate, but it may come from 
a suburb of Nottingham, 
England. 

However it has been suggested that 
Carlton was named after the bustling, 
prosperous suburb in Melbourne. 

A basic railway platform was opened 
at Carlton on 15 February 1887, 
with the more substantial Carlton 
Railway Station officially opened on 22 
November 1890.

A general store opened on the corner 
of Bruce Street and Webber’s Road 
(now Willison Road) in 1887. The Royal 

Hotel was in business by then, with the 
current Royal Hotel being built in 1935 
on the opposite side of the railway line.

The Edgehill Estate was offered for 
sale in 1887, and developed Hill 
Street, Prospect Street and West 
(now Edgehill) Street. By 1890, the 
area around Webber’s Road had a 
population of over 300, and there was 
demand for a school. 

A post office opened in 1890, which 
had several locations before being 
moved to Carlton Parade in 1909. An 
early messenger boy at the post office 
was Norman Gilroy, who later became 
Cardinal Gilroy.

A pumping station was installed in 1891 
at the foot of Webber’s Road to pump 
water from the Petersham Reservoir 
to the Penshurst tank. At its peak it 
pumped a thousand million gallons of 
water annually.

An 1890s description of Carlton:
“The district was very bushy with 
occasional stands of heavy timber, 
mainly iron bark, stringy bark and huge 
gum trees.  The creek at the bottom of 
Webber’s Road was about 15 feet wide 
and five to ten feet deep, consisting 
of a series of pretty deep bogey holes 

abounding in eels, gudgeon and perch 
which local youngsters tried to catch 
with dough. 

"All the tradespeople called: McBean 
the butcher from Hurstville, chopping 
up his meat on the back of his cart; 
Palme’s had the bakery near the 
station; and aborigines from La 
Perouse brought fresh fish several 
times a week, while turbaned Syrian 
hawkers carrying enormous bundles 
of women’s and children’s clothing and 
household goods on their heads and 
backs also visited the area."

Carlton formed part of the Bexley Ward 
after seceding from the Municipality of 
Hurstville in 1900. Among its better-
known residents was Miles Franklin, 
author of My Brilliant Career, who 
regarded 26 Grey Street, Carlton as 
her home. 

Carlton Public School was officially 
opened on 29 June 1918, costing 
£3000 to build, and within eight years 
the school roll mushroomed from 160 
to 975.  Carlton South School opened 
in 1924, and it too grew rapidly.

Images: Railway Parade Carlton Carlton, 
near Carlton Station, 1936. 

what’s in a name?  
- Carlton - 

lOCAl hiStORY
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Artist in residence
- Elder - 

Our Artist in Residence 
from early March to early 
May 2019 is Elder, a 
professional videographer, 
photographer, music video 
creator and resident of 
Carss Park. His work has 
taken him to a range of 
locations both nationally 
and internationally. Here he 
shares his thoughts on what 
the residency provides for 
artists and the community. 

For as long as I can remember, 
I’ve had a passion for telling 
stories. Professionally 
speaking, I’ve been working in 
photography and video since 

2007. This work has predominantly 
been in promotional photography and 
music videos for musicians.

On a personal level, I’ve found creating 
a photographic diary on Instagram has 

been a very cathartic experience. Whilst 
'a picture is worth a thousand words', 
I personally feel that those words hold 
great value when given context. It is for 
this reason that I invite viewers into a 
discussion that is of equal importance to 
the images captured.

My residency begins very soon - I’ll 
be arriving at Carss Park Cottage on 
March 5th, and am lucky enough to be 
staying there until May 5th.

As a lifetime resident of Carss Park, 
I feel absolutely compelled to tell 
the story of this place. Through a 
combination of photography, video, 
writing, and other mixed media, I 
hope to conclude my stay at the 
Cottage by inviting the public to my 
first solo exhibition. 

During my residency, I encourage 
people to pop by the Carss Park 
Cottage for a cup of tea to share their 
experiences and memories of Carss 
Park, to be included in the exhibition. 
Think of it somewhat as a time capsule 
in the format of an installation. Carss 
Park, captured in this piece of time, 

shown for the duration of the exhibition.
I feel like it’s our job as artists to 
provoke intellectual discussions, and 
more importantly, to disrupt habits. But 
far too often we get caught up in the 
pressures of everyday life. 

This is why opportunities such as the 
Artist in Residence program are so 
important - it grants artists a departure 
from their typical day job, so that they 
can experiment, innovate, and explore 
their personal creative expression. It 
is only natural that this becomes the 
perfect platform for local community 
engagement, and cultural curiosity. 

With technology dominating our 
lives more than ever, I feel that it’s 
absolutely vital for us to submerge 
ourselves in regular face-to-face 
communication. I challenge anyone to 
question the value and importance of 
this; this personal connection we share 
with our fellow humans is as crucial to 
our survival as the air that we breathe.

Images: (This page) His palms are dirty 
(opposite page, clockwise from left) Black 
Rock City, Nevada: after rain. On set: 
Nottingham. On set: Son of Misery.

COMMUNITY  |  AUTUMN EDITION  |  19

GEORGES RIVER COUNCIL



from one community to another: 
the story of kanalaritja: 

An unbroken String

ARt And CultuRE

A Tasmanian Museum & Art Gallery 
(TMAG) travelling exhibition.

This project has been 
assisted by the Australian
Government’s Visions of 
Australia program.

Hurstville Museum & Gallery aims to provide a 
balance between historical and artistic displays. 
In May, we are excited to host the exhibition 
kanalaritja: An Unbroken String that blends these 
two themes together beautifully. 

This exhibition, curated by the Tasmanian Museum and Art 
Gallery, highlights the Tasmanian Aboriginal community’s 
culturally significant tradition of creating shell necklaces. As 
this is the community’s longest continued cultural tradition, it 
has become a symbol of strength and overcoming adversity.

In 2010, there were concerns held by elders that this art 
form would soon be forgotten by younger generations who 
had not had the opportunity to learn the art of stringing 
shells. This instigated the establishment of a collaborative 
cultural renewal project titled luna tunapri meaning ‘women’s 
knowledge’. The Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery 
facilitated workshops that brought together senior shell 
stringers with young women to learn the skills and knowledge 
needed to make the necklaces. These workshops not only 
provided the opportunity to share the process of collecting, 
cleaning and stringing shells, but it also encouraged 

intergenerational discussions and the sharing of ideas. 
Inspired by the experience of these workshops, the women 
who participated wanted to share their craft and stories to 
the wider Australian public. This travelling exhibition allows 
venues across Australia, including Hurstville Museum & 
Gallery, to share their story with the local community. This 
exhibition will feature more recent necklaces created from 
the workshops as well as those created by Tasmanian 
Aboriginal ancestors in the 1800s.

On display from 3 May – 14 July 2019.

Image: Shell necklaces. Artist: Ashlee Murray. King marina.
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Beyond the bowl  
official opening 

Friday 1 February was an important day at Hurstville Museum & Gallery, 
with the official opening of our first major exhibition for 2019, Beyond 
the bowl, which was made even more significant as it was the Museum 
& Gallery’s first in-house curated art exhibition. 60 guests attended 
the official launch including six of the ten featured artists, providing 

a wonderful opportunity for visitors and staff to meet the artists behind these 
impressive works of art.

Grace Cochrane is a recognised and highly respected academic.  We were 
thrilled to have Grace as our guest speaker on the night, after she also 
contributed an essay to the exhibition catalogue. 

In her speech at the opening ceremony Grace commented on the significance 
of the exhibition saying: “Beyond the bowl is exceptional in that it is the first 
contemporary art exhibition to be developed in-house – by Renee Porter – who 
has worked with four Sydney art galleries: Sabbia, Stella Downer, Defiance 
and Utopia, who variously represent the artists in the show. It not only brings in 
new artists for your audiences to meet and see their work, but it also introduces 
them, like myself, to your locality.”

The exhibition features the works of ten of Australia’s leading contemporary 
ceramic and glass artists - Julie Bartholomew, Alexandra Chambers, Cobi 
Cockburn, Matthew Curtis, Merran Esson, Honor Freeman, Anita Larkin, Eloise 
Rankine, Kirstie Rea and Emma Varga. These artists all explore and push the 
boundaries as to what can be made with clay and glass.

Beyond the bowl will run until 18 April 2019.

Image: Beyond the bowl opening night, 1 February 2019.

the Sapphires 
story comes to 
the stage

One of Australia's best loved stories,  
The Sapphires, is coming to the Hurstville 
Entertainment Centre for one special 
performance.

The Sapphires is a heart-warming tale 
inspired by the true story of Tony Briggs’ 
mother. Set in 1968 during landmark 
changes to Aboriginal rights, it tells the 
story of a singing group of four young 
Yorta Yorta women, discovered by a talent 
scout at St Kilda’s Tiki Club. He convinces 
them to tour Vietnam to sing classic soul 
songs for the troops and it becomes a life-
altering trip to the depths of war and back 
again. The Sapphires is an energetic and 
engaging play that affirms life and the 
realisation of dreams.

The Sapphires, directed by Wesley 
Enoch, has been a smash hit success, 
taking out the 2005 Helpmann Awards 
for Best Play and Best New Australian 
Work. The cast includes Mindy Kwanten, 
Ngaire Pigram, Matilda Brown, Lorinda 
Merrypor, Mike Smith, Don Battee, Calen 
Tassone and Anthony Lim.

Friday 21 June 2019, 7.30pm 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre, 
Adults $49; concession and children $45 
available via www.hec.org.au
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harmony day living library - check 
out a living ‘book’ at your library!

ARt And CultuRE

On any given day in our 
Libraries you might 
find teens studying, 
families enjoying bi-
lingual storytime, adults 

researching their family histories or 
seniors getting help using their tablets. 
There really is something  
for everyone.

This Harmony Day we have an 
interactive ‘Living Library’ taking 
place at Kogarah Library and Service 
Centre. ‘Books’ will be available to 
borrow, engage with and learn from, 
except the ‘books’ are real people, 
with personal experiences and stories 
they will generously share with you.

Celebrate inclusiveness and 
multiculturalism and connect with 
people you may not normally have 
the opportunity to speak with in your 
own community. ‘Living books’ can be 
borrowed for half an hour for borrowers 
to ask questions, listen and gain insight 
into someone else’s lived experiences. 

Our 'living books’ will include Ben 
Austin, who has faced discrimination 
to become one of Australia's most 
successful Paralympian swimmers. 
He is now a motivational speaker who 
shares his inspiring journey with others.
  
Nathan Powter is a prominent 
member of the LGBTQIA community, 

who is also known as Charisma 
Belle, a talented dancer, producer, 
choreographer and actress, who has 
performed at Sydney Mardi Gras and 
venues throughout Australia.

Aunty Jo Love is a proud Wailwan 
woman from Warren, NSW. As a child 
she lived at the Beemunnel Mission 
before being sent away to a girl's home 
at the age of six. She has worked in 
a range of jobs in Aboriginal welfare, 
and is active on Council's Aboriginal 
Advisory Committee.

Thursday 21 March 2019 
12.30pm-2.30pm
Kogarah Library and Service Centre, 
Kogarah Town Square
Register online now to join this event 
via georgesriverlibraries.eventbrite.com 

Would you like to share your story at 
next year’s Living Library as a ‘book’? 
If you are passionate about challenging 
prejudices and creating an inclusive 
community, please send through your 
contact details and brief description 
about your story to  
library@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Images: (clockwise from top): Charisma 
Belle, Ben Austin, Aunty Jo Love
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Friday 22 March, 10.30am and 1.00pm
Hurstville Entertainment Centre

MacMahon Street, Hurstville
Tickets $29.50 (children under 12 months free with paying adult)

Tickets on sale at: www.hec.org.au 
or at Georges River Council Customer Service Centres in Hurstville and Kogarah

Art class for parents and 
kids – Beyond the bowl
Explore the Beyond the bowl exhibition 
together with your child and learn the   

   techniques and skills to mould, shape and  
    colour clay to create your own work of art. 

Saturday 30 March, 2.00pm-3.30pm
Hurstville Museum & Gallery
$5.50 1 adult + 1 child, extra child $5.50
To book phone 9330 6444 or email 
museumgallery@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au  

ladies night starring 
Christopher Atkins
Ladies Night is the story of four 
unemployed guys, motivated by ‘The 
Chippendales’ to form a male stripping    
act, in order to make some fast cash.

Wednesday 5 June, 7.30pm
Marana Auditorium 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre 
$50. Adults only. 18+ years of age 
Tickets on sale via www.hec.org.au

the Sapphires
One of Australia's best loved stories has 
been adapted for stage, winning multiple 
awards. The Sapphires is coming to the 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre for one 
special performance.

Friday 21 June, 7.30pm 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre
Adults $49; concession and  
children $45
Tickets on sale via www.hec.org.au

the wiggles - wiggle fun 
tour
The Wiggles are returning to the Hurstville 
Entertainment Centre for two special 
shows as part of their Wiggle Fun Tour!

Friday 22 March,10.30am and 1.00pm 
Marana Auditorium 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre 
$29.50 (Under 12 Months free with 
paying adult)
Tickets on sale via www.hec.org.au

whAt'S 
On

For more information or to check out  
all of our events, please visit 

www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Composting and worm 
farming workshop
Learn more about composting and worm 
farming to reduce the amount of food 
waste your household sends to landfill.

   Thursday 21 March, 9.30am-11.30am  
Kogarah School of Arts
Saturday 13 April, 9.30am-11.30am 
Kingsgrove Function Room
Thursday 16 May, 9.30am-11.30am 
PJ Ferry Community Hall

harmony day
Celebrate the rich cultural diversity of the 
area with a free day of traditional dancing, 
children's activities, information stalls, 
interactive demonstrations, workshops, 
delicious food and much more. 
 
Thursday 21 March, 10.00am - 1.00pm
Marana Auditorium 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre 
To book phone 9330 6400 or  
mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Starlight Cinema
Outdoor cinema event held every 
Saturday throughout the month of March.
Visit Council's website for more details.

     '_^ 2 March - Olds Park, Mortdale
9 March - H.V. Evatt Park, Lugarno
16 March - Carss Bush Park, Carss Park
23 March - Woodville Park, Hurstville
30 March - Kogarah Park, Kogarah*

*This event will be a Drive-in



KEEP UP TO DATE WITH  
COUNCIL'S APP

The app is compatible with both 
iOS and Android devices and is 
available on the App Store and 
Google Play. 

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Monday 25 March 2019 
Tuesday 23 April 2019 
Monday 27 May 2019 
Monday 24 June 2019 

CONTACT
Phone: 9330 6400
24 hours, 7 days a week
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au 

f georgesrivercouncil

q @georges_river

i @grcouncil

& mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Language Assistance Service 

                   131 450 

 
Georges River Civic Centre
Corner MacMahon and Dora Streets, Hurstville
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

Kogarah Library and Service Centre
Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

After-hours Customer Service 
available at Hurstville Library
5.00pm - 9.00pm, Monday to Friday
9.30am - 4.00pm, Saturday and 
Sunday

Blakehurst Hurstville Kogarah Bay Mortdale Peakhurst

Sam Elmir 
Deputy Mayor 
0410 654 310
selmir
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Vince Badalati 
0411 745 255 
vbadalati
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Stephen Agius 
0419 556 023 
sagius
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Con Hindi
0408 383 783 
chindi
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kevin Greene 
Mayor 
9330 6020 
kgreene 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Sandy Grekas 
0424 617 831 
sgrekas 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nancy Liu
0400 681 188 
nliu 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nick Katris 
0419 402 191  
nkatris 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Lou Konjarski 
0421 188 896 
Lkonjarski 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Rita Kastanias 
0416 009 695 
rkastanias 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kathryn Landsberry
0419 984 934
klandsberry 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Christina Wu 
0400 241 851  
cwu 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Leesha Payor 
0419 616 898
lpayor 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Warren Tegg 
0427 671 666  
wtegg 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Colleen Symington 
0409 546 202 
csymington 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

 

Lunar New Year Festival

Monday 22 July 2019 
Monday 26 August 2019 
Monday 23 September 2019

Watch Council Meetings live via www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/ 
Council/About-Your-Council/Council-Meetings. 
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