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A MESSAGE FROM 
OUR MAyOR
Welcome to our new look Community 
magazine. Still featuring all the great 
content you have seen previously, this 
edition has placed a greater focus on our 
local community and connecting you with 
the great work of our community members, 
groups and individuals. 

This issue ties in with the 2018 NAIDOC 
Week theme of Because of her, we 
can! and celebrates the invaluable 

contributions of some of the local Aboriginal women in the Georges River 
area.

The achievements and contributions of Aboriginal women have often gone 
unsung, so we are pleased to be able to highlight just a handful and celebrate 
their influence and importance in working towards a stronger community.

This brings me to our first Community Strategic Plan, which outlines 
Council’s strategic direction for the community over the next ten years. 
Council’s draft Community Strategic Plan was on public exhibition 
throughout May, and we asked members of the community to provide their 
feedback. This important document was put together along with our draft 
Delivery Program outlining our key actions over the next three years, and 
the draft Operational Plan, which included our proposed budget and fees 
and charges for 2018/19. 

Thank you to everyone who got involved, your input is what makes all the 
difference for our Council achieving the best outcomes for the community. 

During the initial engagement process for creating our draft Community 
Strategic Plan, you told us that you want a strong vision for our town 
centres, parks and streets, with more cultural and creative hubs. In 
response to this, Council is now developing a Creative Cultural Strategy. 
Local government bodies throughout Australia and around the world are 
placing a greater focus on creative culture and raising its importance to the 
same level as social, economic and environmental issues. Focusing on 
creative cultural activities for our area will build a sense of pride in our local 
area, and help activate public spaces, creating a positive environment that 
people want to live in, work in, play in and visit. 

Another key benefit to this exciting strategy is that it will help strengthen 
our local economy. By making our area more attractive, more businesses 
will want to base themselves here, bringing more investment into our local 
area. In turn, more people will want to visit our shopping precincts and 
spend money in local restaurants and retail stores. We look forward to 
presenting you our Creative Cultural Strategy soon.

I hope you enjoy this Winter edition of Community. 

Kevin Greene, 
Mayor Georges River Council
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Georges River Council 
acknowledges the traditional 
custodians of the land in 
which the Georges River Local 
Government Area is situated 
- the Biddegal people of the 
Eora nation.

Having your Say At Georges River Council, 
we actively seek feedback 
and input from members of 
our community on a range of 
projects, programs, policies 
and initiatives.

To help you get involved and to have 
your say on Council projects, we 
have launched a new platform via 
our website called Your Say. This 
online panel lets you register to hear 
about upcoming Council initiatives 
and gives you the opportunity to have 

your say about important projects 
that shape the Georges River area. 
If you want to have your say and 
help inform Council’s decisions, we 
encourage you to get involved early 
to make sure your voice is heard. 

Ch...Ch...Ch...
Ch...Changes… 
We are streamlining our  
systems to make it easier for  
our customers to request a  
service and make payments  
to Council. 

Keep an eye out for more  
information about these changes soon. 

yOUR SAy

Sign up to our 
eNewsletter
Subscribe to our Community eNewsletter to stay up to 
date with what’s happening in the Georges River area. 

By signing up, you’ll receive a fortnightly email packed 
with news and events, plus ideas about how you can 
get involved with projects in the local community.
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Jen Hon, Riverwood
More space
I would enjoy the new plaza when it is finished 
because there will be more space for us and especially 
older people. After shopping we can have a rest and 
have cup of coffee – that would be wonderful.

Hande Honeine, Hurstville
Something different
I think the new plaza will suit Hurstville. I love 
Hurstville and I’m so proud of Georges River Council 
who came up with this project. I’m glad they came up 
with something different now. Thank you, Georges 
River Council. 

Ben Pfahlert, Hurstville
A great addition
I really like the look of the new plaza that’s going 
to be here because you walk out from the railway 
station, down the escalators and its open space. I’m 
looking forward to gathering here. It’s going to be 
green and it’s going to look good. I think it will be a 
great addition to the Hurstville CBD.

 Word on the street

Veronica Romano, Jannali
 A nice place to relax
I am originally from Argentina and have never come 
here; but I have visited other parts of Hurstville 
before. The new plans look really, really, nice. It looks 
like a nice place to relax at lunchtime and maybe 
after work. 

We took to the streets to ask people what they are 
most looking forward to about the completion of 
the new Hurstville Central Plaza.

Have your ever wondered about 
who the local community members 
are that dedicate their time to 
keeping our bushland looking 
so good? Well, meet Oatley 
resident Shaun Keays-Byrne, 
a Bushcare volunteer.

When Shaun first started 
volunteering with the Bushcare 
Volunteers his goal was to make the 
bush land throughout the local area 
neat and picturesque by removing 
weeds and invasive plants. However, 
he soon realised all plants serve 
a purpose.

“With gentle advice from Bushcare 
Officer Vicki Willes, I came to 
understand that sometimes it’s best 
to leave a thicket of lantana as it 
provides a haven for small birds and 
animals. Fallen trees and branches 
even provide food or shelter for small 
creatures and insects, and eventually 
add nutrients back into the soil,” 
Shaun explains.  

“I came to recognise the importance 
of habitat trees for the many birds 
and animals that rely on hollows for 
nesting and shelter.”

“We’re lucky to have a number of 
breeding pairs of Powerful Owls – 
a threatened species – along the 
Georges River. It can take up to 150 
years for a tree to develop a suitable 
nesting hollow for a bird such as 
this,” he adds. 

Shaun says he highly recommends 
everyone getting involved with 
Bushcare as it has something for 
everyone, no matter your age. 
 
“If you want to learn about native 
plants and animals and enjoy the 
company of like-minded people, give 
Bushcare a go,” he says.

“I often joke it’s like an open-air 
stretch class without the gym fees!” 

“You can work at your own pace, and 
if bush work isn’t suitable for you, 
there are native plant nursery sessions 

where you can learn techniques for 
propagating native plants.” 

“I was recently chatting to a fellow 
who has been working most of 
his adult life to preserve and 
protect bush land. I said to him 
that sometimes when I’m out in 
the bush, I’ll just sit back for a few 
moments, listen to the birds, feel the 
breeze on my face and marvel at my 
surroundings.”

“He replied by saying “Ah! You’ve been 
bewildered”. I didn’t understand what 
he meant until I looked up the original 
meaning of the word, which is ‘being 
lured into the wilds’,” Shaun says. 

“He was spot on – Bushcare leads 
you astray in the best possible way – 
it allows you to forget the stresses of 
modern life and lose yourself in the 
natural world.”

If you are interested in volunteering 
with Bushcare, contact Council by 
phone on 9330 6400 and ask to speak 
to a Bushcare officer, or send an email 
to mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au. 

Walk on the wild side

“If you want to learn about 
native plants and animals 
and enjoy the company of 
like-minded people, give 
Bushcare a go.” 

yOUR SAy

 Shaun Keays-Byrne
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Need some advice for choosing the 
right pet? Or maybe you have seen 
a stray cat or dog? Then this article 
is for you!

Choosing the right pet for you and 
your family starts with considering 
what type of pet would fit into your 
family, home and lifestyle.

Before looking to add to your family 
with a four-legged companion, ask 
yourself what sort of lifestyle you 
and your family lead, and what 
sort of pet would best fit in the family 
home. Once you’ve thought about 
this, start researching breeds to 
understand what type of care it will 
need, its health and behavioural 
characteristics, and what training 
would be beneficial for that particular 
breed.

It's also best to have your animals 
desexed as this helps to prevent 

unwanted and abandoned animals.

Responsible cat and dog owners 
need to be aware of and understand 
that under the Companion Animals 
Act 1998 their pet must be 
micro-chipped and registered.

You can register your pet online via 
www.petregistry.nsw.gov.au where 
you create a profile and add your 
pet’s microchip number and other 
information. You can also update the 
address details on your profile 
if you move house. If you can’t 
access the website, visit one 
of Council’s Service Centres in 
Hurstville or Kogarah and they can 
help you update your profile.

To help maintain the welfare of your 
cat and native birds and animals, 
its suggested that you take the 
appropriate measures to prevent 
your cat  from leaving your property.

When walking your dog in a public 
place, it must be on a leash that 
is being held by or secured to you.  
This does not apply in a park that 
is sign-posted advising it as an 
‘off-leash area’. 

Knowing your dog’s behaviour will 
keep your pet and other members of 
the community and their pets safe. If 
your dog is aggressive towards other 
dogs or animals, you may consider 
using a muzzle when walking your 
dog, crossing the street if another 
dog or animal is approaching, and 
avoiding dog parks. 

If you come across a stray 
unattended dog, please contact 
Council as soon as possible to 
arrange for the collection of the dog 
and ensure it is reunited with its 
owner. 

With cats it is important to know that, 
they are free to roam unless they 
are in a prohibited area such as a 
food preparation/consumption area 
or wildlife protection area. Council 
can only remove a stray cat if it is 
threatening to harm or has harmed 
(other than vermin) a person or 
wildlife. Should this occur contact 
Council and a Ranger will investigate. 

Advice for new pet owners 

Knowing your dog’s 
behaviour will keep pets 
and other members of the 
community safe.

Going green with solar
Have you ever thought about 
installing solar panels for your 
home? We spoke with two Oatley 
residents about how they used the 
Our Energy Future program to get 
the advice they needed to install 
solar panels in their home.

The Our Energy Future program 
helps you access free advice on 
using green energy in your home and 
how it can reduce the cost of energy 
bills and your carbon footprint. 

Oatley residents, Wendy and David 
Aylmer, share how they used the Our 
Energy Future program to find the 
right solar panels for their home and 
even someone to help install them. 

“I’ve wanted to have solar panels 
installed for a very long time because 
I think it makes sense to use the 
sun’s energy to make electricity. My 
husband David and I also wanted to 

play our part in reducing the volume 
of greenhouse gases going into the 
atmosphere,” Wendy says. 

“We had been considering going 
solar for over ten years, but 
unfortunately it was not suitable for 
our house at the time. We recently 
moved into our new place, and 
started thinking about getting solar 
panels installed almost immediately.”

“We saw that Georges River Council 
was running an information session 
about installing solar panels using 
their free energy support service, Our 
Energy Future. We went to a session 
at Jubilee Oval, where we received 

lots of good information and advice, 
and left our details so that we could 
be contacted about getting solar 
panels installed.”

“We were contacted by the supplier 
and given a quote. We were very 
happy with the installation arranged 
by Our Energy Future.”

“So far, since January, we have 
drawn very little electricity from the 
grid during the day and return about 
three quarters of our electricity to 
the grid on sunny days. We also 
have an app which gives us really 
great information about what we are 
generating and what we are using.”

“We haven’t seen a bill yet so I can’t 
give any definite savings but I expect 
big savings at this time of year from 
my observations of our energy use 
and energy generation as measured 
by our app.”

"Since January, we have 
drawn very little electricity 
from the grid during
the day."

Get practical and useful advice to help you save money 
on your power bill and reduce your carbon footprint by 
contacting Our Energy Future’s helpline on 1300 339 915.

  David and Wendy Aylmer

                   Kogarah resident and dog owner, Claude Holland, with his dog Trickie
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Nestled in the suburban streets of 
Hurstville, surrounded by homes 
and units, is a lush and vibrant 
oasis framed by lillipillis and edible 
native berries. Inside is a rich 
cornucopia of fruit, vegetables, 
fragrant herbs and flowers - the 
Hurstville Community Garden.

Celebrating ten years since its 
inception, the garden has grown and 
flourished. The garden recently had 
a new addition of raised garden beds 
thanks to the NSW Government’s 
Stronger Communities Fund. Made 
by the local Men’s Shed, the garden 
beds have been planted with a 
sensory selection of plants that kids 
of all abilities can smell, touch and 
even taste.

“The flowers include marigolds, 
nasturtiums, native lemon myrtle 
and geraniums,” says Hurstville 
Community Garden President 
Krsnangi Mulder, “and the colours 
are peaceful for the kids.”

“Our theme is ‘Growing Community 
Spirit’, and the garden attracts 
visitors from pre-schools, primary 

schools, disability programs and 
the St George Mental Health Centre, 
who bring clients to the garden as 
it’s a peaceful, non-threatening and 
relaxing space where people can 
create things, tend the garden 
and socialise.”

“People come for different reasons. 
Some just come to get a sense of 
peace, some enjoy pottering around. 
For many of our older visitors it 
gives them a sense of belonging 
and is helpful in establishing a 
routine so they get out of the 
house and meet people.”

“For older migrants, it’s an opportunity 
to contribute to their family and 

My garden home

“We have plots cared 
for by families from 
Bangladesh, Japan, China, 
Hong Kong, Malaysia and 
the Philippines, and we 
encourage companion 
planting and water 
conservation.” 

provide nourishment. They also 
make friends from a variety of 
cultural backgrounds, and build their 
confidence to converse with others.”

“We have plots cared for by families 
from Bangladesh, Japan, China, 
Hong Kong, Malaysia and the 
Philippines, and we encourage 
companion planting and water 
conservation. It’s a community hub – 
an outdoor community centre.”

If you would like more 
information about HCG, please 
get in touch with Krsnangi via 
HurstvilleCommunityGarden@
live.com.au. 
For more information on Carss 
Park Community Garden, please 
contact Council.



New indoor cricket centre 
coming to Penshurst Park
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Georges River Council has 
appointed contractors to 
undertake the construction of 
the new Penshurst Park Indoor 
Cricket Centre.

Mayor Kevin Greene says the new 
facility, which was initiated by the 
former Hurstville City Council, will 
provide an opportunity to foster 
community participation in cricket and 
inspire the next generation of players.

“Cricket is a favourite pastime and 
sport for many Australians and 
especially members of our local area. 
I'm sure the creation of this fantastic 
new centre will help current players 
continue to participate, and even 
encourage new interest in cricket at 
all levels,” he says.

“The new Indoor Cricket Centre will 
be a professional level centre that will 
include six outdoor practice wickets, 
six indoor practice wickets and four 
synthetic practice wickets.” 

“It will be an excellent shared training 
and player development facility for 
the local and metropolitan area.”

“Ultimately, this centre will form an 
integral part of what will become a first 

class regional centre for local sport, 
with tangible community benefits.”

“Council has allocated a total of $5.5 
million towards this project, with Cricket 
Australia and Cricket NSW providing 
an additional $400,000,” he says.

“I would like to thank Cricket 
Australia and Cricket NSW for their 
contribution to the creation of this 
state-of-the-art facility.”

Construction commenced in 
June 2018 and is expected to be 
completed by January 2019.

“Ultimately, this centre 
will form an integral part 
of what will become a first 
class regional centre for 
local sport, with tangible 
community benefits.”

Artist's impression of the new Penshurst Park Indoor Cricket Centre
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Council awards another 
$200,000 to community groups
The second round of Georges 
River Council’s Community Grants 
Program for 2017/2018 has seen 
more than 30 community groups 
and organisations benefit from a 
share of $200,000 in grant funding.

At a special event hosted at the Booth 
Saunders Pavilion at Hurstville Oval 
on Wednesday 13 June, Georges 
River Council Mayor Kevin Greene 
announced the recipients of the grant 
funding, which saw organisations 
awarded between $1,000 and $21,400.

“I am very pleased to announce the 
winners of Council’s second round of 
Community Grants that will support 
projects and initiatives that benefit 
the local area,” Mayor Greene said. 

“Council received 61 requests for 
funding totalling $681,535.38 from 
various community organisations 
throughout the local area, which is a 
strong testament to the popularity of 
the Community Grants Program.” 

“Of the received funding requests, 
Council has allocated funding to 
31 organisations.”

Kogarah School of Arts 
roof undergoing much 
needed upgrade

“This brings the total amount of 
funding provided to community 
organisations since Georges River 
Council was proclaimed in 2016 to 
$600,000.

Councillor Greene said during the 
second round of Community Grants, 
for the first time, organisations had 
the opportunity to apply for funding up 
to $25,000 for programs that result in 
more connected communities across 
the Georges River area.

“This round of Community Grants saw 
$124,740 allocated to projects that 
will focus on bringing people together 
and providing opportunities for people 
to have positive interactions in the 
community,” Mayor Greene said.

“Community organisations also had 
the opportunity to apply for grants up 
to $10,000 to help with community 
assets and equipment.”

“Council has awarded a total of 
$74,981 to groups and organisations 
to help purchase equipment and 
upgrade facilities and assets.” 

Councillor Greene added that this 
funding will translate into substantial 
benefits for members of the local 
community. 

“I would like to congratulate each of 
the community organisations that 
were successful through this second 
round of Council’s Community Grants 
Program,” he said.

“I look forward to seeing many of the 
programs that will be funded come 
to fruition and the benefits they will 
lead to for residents of the Georges 
River area.”

The Kogarah School of Arts is 
currently undergoing works to 
improve the roof and restore the 
structural integrity of the iconic 
heritage-listed building.

Built in 1886, the Kogarah School 
of Arts was last restored and 
refurbished during the 1980s and an 
upgrade is long overdue.

The Kogarah School of Arts is 
a beautiful, two-storey Victorian 
building, which was originally built 
specifically as a school of arts and 
technical education institution, but 
has also been used for theatrical 
performances, concerts and balls.

A section of the building was 
also used by Kogarah Municipal 
Council to host council meetings 
from the time the School of Arts 
opened in 1887 until the council’s 
own chambers were constructed in 
Belgrave Street in 1912. 

Georges River Council Mayor Kevin 
Greene said as part of the works, 
the whole roof of the building will be 
replaced along with the gutters and 
down pipes.

“The School of Arts is a valuable 
community asset which is still used 
for a range of art and education 
classes, community workshops 
and meetings.”

“Heritage specifications will be 
closely adhered to for the restoration, 
with a fantastic Welsh Penrhyn slate 
roof to be installed,” explains 
Mayor Greene.

As part of the Council’s developer 
contribution plans, $200,000 
was allocated for the works, plus 
additional funds of $300,000 from 
the Asset Management Reserve 
Investment.

What should we 
call Hurstville 
Central Plaza?
Construction of the new 
Hurstville Central Plaza is well 
underway and is scheduled to 
be completed in August 2018. 

In preparation for when the project 
will be completed, Council is giving 
you the opportunity to name this 
new state-of-the-art plaza. The 
competition is running throughout 
June and will close in early July.  

To participate, visit   
yoursay.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au 
and register your idea. 

The winning entry will become the 
official name for this fantastic new 
community asset and the entrant 
will also win a $250 Westfield 
gift card. Make sure to head to 
yoursay.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au 
to submit your entry! 

Terms and conditions apply. 
For more information, please call 
Council on 9330 6400. 

 “I look forward to seeing 
many of the programs that 
will be funded come to 
fruition and the benefits 
they will lead to for 
residents of the Georges 
River area.”
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Brooke Joy
I am a traditional owner of Boandik 
Country, which is located in South 
Australia, in and around the Mount 
Gambier region.  

In 2015 I graduated from the 
University of Sydney, with a Masters 
of Indigenous Languages Education, 
with a focus on my traditional 
language Bunganditj. This was not 
only a significant achievement for 
me personally, but for the future of 
Bunganditj language revival.  

I am passionate about reversing 
shifts in language and enjoy taking 
a lead role in Bunganditj Language 
Reclamation activities and programs 
on Country. I am Co-Chair of the 
Bunganditj Language Revival 
Committee (BLRC), and am a strong 
advocate for the target of language 
revitalisation to focus on returning 
language to the home and family.

Jo Love
I have the deepest respect for the 
previous generations of Aboriginal 
women who lived through World 
Wars, the Great Depression and 
the divisive and destructive policies 
of Aboriginal assimilation and 
protection. 

These Aboriginal women, through 
their toughness and resilience, set in 
place the future for generations 
to come.

There are many women in my  
life who have inspired me.  
My grandmother, May Pearce, born 
to Annie Day and Sam Bell, an 
Aboriginal Tracker at the Coonamble 
Police Barracks on 21 May 1895. 

Both her parents died when she was 
11. It remains a mystery where she 
was placed after this but we know 
that she went into domestic service 
before marrying our grandfather 

at 21. She raised ten children and 
tragically passed away before her 
time at 52. 

Our mum, Phyllis was born with 
the same tough spirit. She never 
backed down from a fight and was 
determined to make good with the 
little we had. Under tremendous 
adversity and set-backs she was able 
to provide her family of ten with a 
home and the opportunity for a good 
education, setting us up to become 
independent and responsible adults. 

I have immense admiration for 
my sisters and sisters-in-law who 
continue to be the backbone of 
their families and communities, 
hardworking and mothers in the  
true sense of the word.

“We should recognise the 
generations of Aboriginal 
women that have contributed 
to, and continue to influence, 
Aboriginal language revival 
in Australia.”

Reflecting on the 2018 NAIDOC 
theme, Because of her, we can!, 
my inspiration is my great, great 
grandmother Annie Brice. She 
was born in 1849 at an Aboriginal 
campsite at Penola, in South 
Australia. She grew up a proud 
Boandik woman, strong in her 
cultural identity, fluently speaking her 
traditional language.

Today, many Aboriginal communities 
are reawakening Aboriginal 
languages. The challenges of 
reversing language shifts are 
immense, yet the outcomes to 
individuals and communities are 
insurmountable.  

As we celebrate NAIDOC Week 
in 2018, we should recognise the 
generations of Aboriginal women that 
have contributed to, and continue to 
influence, Aboriginal language revival 
in Australia.

“These Aboriginal women, through their toughness and 
resilience, set in place the future for generations to come."

BECAUSE 
OF HER, 
WE CAN!

In celebration of the 2018 NAIDOC Week theme Because of her, 
we can!, eight Aboriginal women living in our local area discuss 
what this theme means to them, the women that have inspired 
them and their involvement in promoting Aboriginal culture in 
the Georges River area.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders reading this article, please note 
that it may contain the names of deceased persons.
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Aunty Deanna Schreiber 
Women are caregivers, they nurture, 
educate, and are the backbone of all 
cultures. Through their strength our 
young women continue to succeed.

The women who have inspired and 
guided me were my mother, 
grandmother, and aunties – their 
wisdom and life experiences were 
invaluable.

For 50 years I have used the skills 
they taught me to help nurture and 
guide my community, young and old. 

Our culture is a great culture. Both 
my parents were born on missions, 
and there is a lot of history that is 
to be told. It is my job to tell and 
educate our school children and 

Bianca Warner 
I believe that my greatest contribution 
to the local area was working in the 
local community as an Aboriginal 
Health Worker. I loved working with 
the families, watching their Booris 
grow and develop into little people. 

With the help of some very intelligent 
women we started the only Aboriginal 
playgroup in the area. 

After years of empowering and 
supporting these families, I decided 
to do a nursing degree. It has been 
challenging, to say the least, but I 
can now see the finish line. I feel this 
is where I will be able to contribute 
most to the community. 

Through the support of amazing 
people throughout my degree I have 
developed into the best nurse I can 
be. I couldn’t have done it without 
the clinical learning I experienced 
through a South East Sydney 
Hospital District Aboriginal Nursing 
Cadetship. 

Aunty Annette Webb
I am a proud Indigenous woman 
living in the St George area. 

I work hard to promote our local 
Aboriginal identity and history which 
I am able to achieve by delivering 
acknowledgements, workshops 
and speeches at many local official 
occasions. My priority, however, is to 
always put my family first… always! 

Along with raising five sons and 
one daughter, with my husband, I 
brought up my two grandsons. I am 
part of the Stolen Generation and, 
as a result, I refused to allow the 
Department of Community Services 
to take my two grandsons when they 
faced a similar predicament to the 
one I had once faced.

I believe my inspiration is drawn from 
my Aunty Mary, who took me away 
from the Ellimatta Girls Home, where 
I was taken with my brothers when 
I was only eight. Aunty Mary was a 
big influence on my life.  Already with 
four daughters and two sons of their 
own, Aunty Mary and her husband 
offered me a loving home and treated 

“My hope for Aboriginal women is for them to have a 
voice, to put their hand up and, like me, take a leap of 
faith and know they will be okay.” 

“She said to me, “I want 
you to forget all about 
your past and just look 
to the future and get on 
with your life” – that’s 
exactly what I did.”

other groups about our culture, and 
past histories. 

Knowledge is power and with that tool 
we can break down barriers between 
cultures by respecting our differences; 
by listening and understanding.

Today so many opportunities are 
available for our young and old 
people. Education is the most 
important asset we have. If we use 
this we will have a great future.

“Women are caregivers, 
they nurture, educate, 
and are the backbone of 
all cultures." 

My greatest inspiration is my mum 
– she has been through so much, 
but hasn’t stopped achieving the 
things she sets out to achieve in her 
life. Mum encouraged all six of her 
children and raised us to think that 
nothing is unachievable, no matter 
what anyone says. She continues to 
provide the same support to her 
19 grandchildren.

I would also like to mention the 
Elders and women who sit on 
Council's Aboriginal Reference 
Group. They have been so accepting, 
and encouraged me to step out of my 
comfort zone. I look forward to each 
of our meetings.

My hope for Aboriginal women is for 
them to have a voice, to put their 
hand up and, like me, take a leap of 
faith and know they will be okay. 

me the same as her daughters. I got 
everything their children had and, 
following in my father’s footsteps as 
the first Aboriginal person in NSW 
to graduate from school with their 
Intermediate Leaving Certificate.

I clearly remember one very 
important piece of advice my Aunty 
Mary offered me when I was 16 
years old. She said to me, “I want 
you to forget all about your past and 
just look to the future and get on with 
your life” – that’s exactly what I did.

I was able to follow my passion for 
art when, one day, my husband 
returned from work to let me know I 
did not need to continue to work. 
I enrolled myself into Eora College, 
the Aboriginal College in Chippendale 
where I learned to dot paint.

I love doing artwork now. It’s relaxing, 
it takes a lot off your mind and I’ve 
been successful with it which I never 
thought I would be. It’s something 
I love doing and all my family have 
paintings of mine hanging in their 
homes, as do my friends. 

Marjorie Anderson
I have worked in Aboriginal Affairs 
for most of my career and have tried 
my best to make an impact wherever 
I am. This was brought home to 
me a couple of years ago when I 
met up with a person I had put on a 
traineeship with the ABC 30 years 
ago. She said to me “You have no 
idea of the impact you have had 
on my life, I heard you speak at a 
conference and you inspired me. 
When I approached you after the 
conference you spent time with me 
and encouraged me to apply for a 
traineeship. You told me you would 
send me the details and I did not 
think I would hear from you again. 
You followed up on your promise, 

I applied and I was successful. You 
mentored me and changed my life. 
All the old trainees at the ABC speak 
of the fact you changed their lives.” 
I was humbled by this comment but 
proud of the impact I have had.

The Aboriginal woman who most 
inspired me was my mother. She 
was a quiet achiever. She fought the 
government to get electricity in the 
classrooms at Redfern Public School 
and ran the P&C for many years. She 
fought against stereotypes and was 
the wisest women I have ever met. 
She always told me to stand proud 
and never sell-out on my ethics and 
morals – I miss her every day. 

My hope for the future for Aboriginal 
women in our community is that we 
all stand proud and achieve whatever 
it is we want for our lives, our 
children, our grandchildren and 
our community. 

“My hope for the future for Aboriginal women in our community 
is that we all stand proud and achieve whatever it is we want for 
our lives, our children, our grandchildren and our community. "
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Louise Durmush
Since 2003 I have worked in the 
disability and aged care sector with 
Aboriginal clients, their families and 
their carers, while continuing my work 
with Aboriginal communities and 
the legal justice system to educate 
and implement programs to support 
clients and reduce incarceration rates 
of our people.  

I always take pride in connecting with 
my people, building rapport and trust, 
and being transparent and honest.   
While working at NSW Department 
of Aging, Disability and Home Care, 
I ran their Disability Traineeships and 
Cadetships program for university 
students studying social sciences, 
physiotherapy, speech therapy, and 
psychology. I am strong-minded 
and passionate when it comes to 
the aged care and disability sector, 
and strongly advocate for people 
with disabilities, particularly my own 
people to ensure their voices are 

acknowledged and services are the 
right fit for their needs. 
   
The woman of my world was my 
mother, Alma Rachel Darcy. She 
was forcibly removed with her seven 
siblings from Brewarrina.  She was 
the eldest of the eight (mum was 14 
years old and her youngest sibling 
was nine months old) who were 
taken from their community and 
subjected to the White Australia 
Policy and its cruel acts of assault 
and injustice. 

My mother will always be my number 
one inspirational woman. No one or 
nothing will ever compare to her. She 
was the most beautiful, supportive, 
loving, caring person, and the 
strongest woman I will ever know. 
I owe all I am today to her and her 
legacy that continues with us who are 
left behind. 

Because of her, we can! and because 
of her we did.
   

“Because of her, we can! 
and because of her 
we did.”

NAIDOC WEEK EVENTS

Tuesday 10 July
Official NAIDOC Opening Ceremony
Civic Theatre, MacMahon Street, Hurstville
10.00am-11.30am

Wednesday 11 July 
Aboriginal Cultural Tour
Lime Kiln Bay Bush Walk, Oatley Park 
10.00am-12.30pm

Thursday 12 July 
Meet the Hon. Member for Barton  
Linda Burney MP and artist Aunty Annette Webb
Kogarah Library and Service Centre
Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street, Kogarah 
6.30pm-7.30pm

Monday 16 July 
Aboriginal dot painting workshop
Hurstville Museum & Gallery
14 MacMahon Street, Hurstville

Tuesday 17 July 
Cultural workshops for pre-schoolers
Carss Park Narani Child Care Centre
Ocean Street Kindergarten
Hurstville Early Learning Centre
Jack High Child Care Centre
Penshurst Long Day Care Centre

Thursday 19 July
yarning circle
SGCH Hurstville, Community Housing, 38 Humphreys Lane, 
Hurstville 
2.00pm-3.00pm

Thursday 19 July 
Book reading: Annie’s Story – Growing up Strong on Boandik 
Country
Kogarah Library and Service Centre 
Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street, Kogarah 
10.00am-10:45am (pre-schoolers/early primary)
Hurstville Library
Corner Queens Road and Dora Street, Hurstville 
12.00noon-12.45pm (pre-schoolers/early primary)

Friday 20 July 
Film screening Radiance
Civic Theatre, MacMahon Street, Hurstville
10.00am-12.00pm

Artwork: Aunty Annette Webb, Women's rebirth

Leanne Trindall 
I think the most valuable contribution 
I have made for our local Aboriginal 
community has come through my 
passion and commitment to ensuring 
that our mob have access to the 
services they need through my 
contribution to the sustainability of 
Kurranulla Aboriginal Corporation. 

This organisation provides Aboriginal 
people with the opportunity to remain 
living in their own home longer by 
accessing the services required 
to support them to do so. Far too 
many of our Elders began their lives 
living institutionalised due to past 
government policies. I am committed 
to ensuring that they can access the 
services they need to stay at home.

My dad’s sister, Aunty Ann, inspires 
me. As a very mature mature-age 
student, she completed an Associate 
Diploma in Adult Education. She 
never had the opportunity to 
complete high school and she spent 

“Because of her we can! 
is a celebration of all the 
tireless work we do that 
is now being recognised. 
It’s about time too.” 

a lot of early childhood living away 
from country as she had to live in 
the Far West Home in Manly due 
to illness.  I was ever so proud of 
her, donning the mortarboard, and 
graduating at the big Sydney Opera 
House. It proved to me that anything 
is possible if you put your mind to it. 
She has done so much for Aboriginal 
women and continues to inspire me 
with her selflessness and desire to 
make life better for our mob.

Aboriginal women in our community 
are our strongest advocators and the 
ones that hold our families together. 

The future looks bright for us, and 
I think that this year’s NAIDOC 
theme Because of her, we can! is a 
celebration of all the tireless work 
we do that is now being recognised. 
It’s about time too. Our women have 
worked tirelessly for a better life, 
greater opportunities and, in many 
cases, equal rights for our children, 
our families and our people.
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WHAT’S IN A NAME 

Allawah
Do you know where the name 
Allawah comes from? Or, do you 
know what it means? 

Allawah is just one of 23 suburbs 
that is in the Georges River local 
government area. Needless to say, 
one of the interesting things about 
Allawah is in fact its name. 

Linking people of the past 
with sites of the present 
We have developed the Historical Markers Program to 
officially recognise significant locations in the area by 
creating an open-air museum of historical sites. 

So far our Historical Markers Program has identified  
five locations throughout the Georges River area. 
1. Joe Anderson (King Burraga), 2. Merv Lynch OAM, 
3. Michael Gannon, 4. Robert Kyle, 5. Sans Souci Hotel

Opening of Allawah Railway Station, NSW, 1925. Georges River Council Local Studies collection

 

 

Blakehurst Ward
Peakhurst Ward

Mortdale Ward

Hurstville Ward

Kogarah Bay Ward

1

2 3

4

5

The name Allawah is actually an 
Aboriginal term meaning ‘remain here’ 
and first came in to use as a name 
for the area in 1925 when the railway 
station was built. There were two other 
alternatives put forward for the area – 
Robert’s Hill, which was a name used 
by postal authorities and tradespeople 
at the time, and Solander, as Cape 
Solander was visible from various 
vantage points in the area. However, 
both the Hurstville and Kogarah 

Councils at the time decided Allawah 
was the best name for the suburb. 

If you would like to learn more about 
our local history visit the Hurstville 
Museum & Gallery’s MAGNA award-
winning exhibition St George stories: 
people – places – community. 

You can even learn more by visiting 
your local Georges River library and 
heading to the local studies section. 

EXHIBITIONS

St George 
on a Sunday 
St George on a Sunday captures 
residents of the St George region and 
their favourite spare time activities. 

Hurstville Museum & Gallery 
collaborated with TAFE NSW 
St George for this exciting project. 

Students were given the opportunity 
to get hands-on experience and work 
closely with the local community, taking 
the photographs for this exhibition. For 
some of the students, this was their first 
time exploring photography and gaining 
experience in the field. 

Hurstville Museum & Gallery will 
be running three different Sunday 
sessions for you to explore some of 
the leisure time activities captured in 
the photographs.

Sunday 24 June, 2.30pm: Take a little 
‘me time' and relax with some yoga.

Sunday 8 July, 2.30pm: Capture the 
local area on a photography walking 
tour.

Sunday 22 July, 2.30pm: Get your 
thinking cap on and have some fun 
playing a variety of board games.

Transformations:  
Art of the Scott sisters
With their paintbrushes, microscopes and 
magnifying glasses, Harriet and Helena 
Scott worked together in the 19th century 
to transform nature into art in extraordinary 
paintings of moths and butterflies. 

This touring exhibition produced by the 
Australian Museum presents reproductions 
of the intricate and beautiful paintings and 
drawings from Helena and Harriet Scott. 

We invite you to look in detail at these 
fascinating artworks, and see some 

colourful creatures on loan from 
the Biological Sciences Museum 
at Macquarie University.

For more information on the official 
opening and associated programs 
and events, please visit the 
‘What’s On’ page at 
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/HMG. 

 Rise & Ride, Sonya Jackson and Sandra Graham

A touring exhibition produced by

  

the Australian Museum
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30 JUNE - 29 JULy 
Songs of the city
Songs of the city is a series of 
audio visual works created by 
young artists from Woniora Road 
School, in collaboration with artists 
Howard Matthew (digital media) and 
Michael Moebus (sound artist). The 
exhibition focuses on young people’s 
relationship to the city and ideas of 
heritage, culture and belonging.
Hurstville Museum & Gallery | free 

 
5 JULy 
Music at Twilight: Morning 
Melodies, Concert 2:  
Vov Dylan with special guests 
Ross Maio and Glenn Amer

World-renowned violinist Vov Dylan 
with special guests accordianist Ross 
Maio and Glenn Amer, all of who will 
perform separately and then together
Kogarah School of Arts.
11.00am | $15 (includes morning tea)

11 - 18 JULy 
School Holidays: free kids movies 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid - 11 July 
The Son of Bigfoot - 14 July 
Lego Ninjago - 18 July

Civic Theatre, Hurstville 
Entertainment Centre
10.00am | free

14 JULy 
House of Hardcore Wrestling 
starring WWE legend Mick Foley

With a packed undercard, and a lot 
of high profile headlining talent to be 
announced over the coming weeks, 
this will be the biggest tour yet!
Hurstville Entertainment Centre
7.30pm | from $74.28 

17 JULy 
The Magical World of Crazy 
Science 

Take a wild ride with your host 
Richard Scholes through his “Magical 
World of Crazy Science” and witness 
giant columns of elephant toothpaste, 
rockets zooming, massive smoke 
rings, toilet paper flying, giant bubbles 
and billowing concoctions.
Hurstville Entertainment Centre
10.00am | $10

18 JULy
Goodlife presents: Zombie Asylum

The Hurstville Entertainment Centre 
will be transformed into a haunted 
asylum theme for this special event, 
which features special guest DJs 
Noy, Horizon, Enschway, Brooklyn, 
Rodjar plus a special appearance 
from the Hardstyle All Stars featuring 
Sue, Pulsar and MC D. 
Under 18s event 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre 
5.00pm | $44.90

EVENTS

WHAT’S 
GOING
ON

30 JULy

Watercolour workshop with  
Marion Chapman

Local artist, Marion Chapman, will 
teach basic watercolour techniques 
at this hands-on workshop. Marion 
is a UNSW Art and Design graduate 
whose work can be found on display 
in collections around the world.
All materials will be supplied.
Kogarah Library and Service Centre 
10.30am | $5.50 (non-refundable)

4 AUGUST - 14 OCTOBER
Transformations: Art of the  
Scott sisters
Transformations: Art of the Scott 
sisters brings to life the work of 
Harriet and Helena Scott. With their 
paintbrushes, microscopes and 
magnifying glasses, they worked 
together to transform nature into art 
in extraordinary paintings of moths 
and butterflies. A touring exhibition 
produced by the Australian Museum.
Hurstville Museum & Gallery | free

4 AUGUST - 25 NOVEMBER
Triple zero

Revealing stories of local tragedy 
and community spirit, Triple zero 
showcases a curated selection of 
images from Georges River Council 
Local Studies collection of more than 
10,000 photographs. 
Hurstville Museum & Gallery | free

4 - 26 AUGUST
From the studio – Steve Lopes

An exhibition of recent landscapes 
from the studio of painter Steve 
Lopes, winner of the 2017 Georges 
River Local Artist Prize. 
Hurstville Museum & Gallery | free

8 AUGUST 
Music at Twilight Concert 4:
The Orchestra Dances

The Sydney Concert Orchestra 
will accompany a ballet and dance 
showcase, conducted by the Music at 
Twilight Series Musical Director 
Dr Steve Watson.
Hurstville Entertainment Centre
7.00pm | $20 (includes a beverage)

                                                                       Anh Do                                                The Magical World of Crazy Science                                                   Songs of the city exhibition

   Camille & Stuie French                                                                                                                                       
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6 SEPTEMBER 
Morning Melodies, Concert 3:   
Camille and Stuie French

Husband and wife country music 
greats Camille and Stuie French will 
take you on a country music journey 
with classic and contemporary 
country hits, originals and some 
jaw-dropping guitar playing. 
Kogarah School of Arts
11.00am | $15 (includes morning tea)

3 - 10 OCTOBER 
School Holidays: free kids movies 
Peter Rabbit - 3 October 
Ready Player One - 10 October

Civic Theatre, Hurstville 
Entertainment Centre
10.00am | free

19 OCTOBER 
La Bohème  
Starring Lorenzo Rositano

Georges River Council invites you to 
attend a special free performance of 
Puccini's La bohème starring world 
renowned tenor Lorenzo Rositano, 
along with a stellar cast of some of 
Australia's finest voices. 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre
7.00pm | free
 

23 OCTOBER 
Play School – Live in Concert!

Join Jemima, Big Ted, Little 
Ted and Humpty as they travel 
through an enchanting adventure 
filled with stories, favourite songs 
such as, Humpty Dumpty, Heads 
and shoulders, Twinkle twinkle, 
Everybody clap and many more. 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre
10.00am | $19.80

24 OCTOBER 

Music at Twilight Concert 4:  
See and sing-a-long with ABBA 
starring ABBAlanche

A fun-filled event for the whole family.
Sing-a-long ABBA is a unique concert 
experience for audiences featuring 
ABBA: the movie on the big screen 
and ABBAlanche, one of Australia's 
best ABBA tributes live on stage! 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre
7.00pm | $20 (includes a beverage)

9 NOVEMBER 

Anh Do 
The Happiest Refugee – Live!! 
Anh’s stage show combines stand-
up comedy with real life stories, 
photos and filmed pieces to retell 
his amazing story. When one of 
Australia’s most talented comedians 
delves deep into his own life’s 
joys and sorrows, the result is an 
unforgettable night at the theatre that 
leaves an audience uplifted and quite 
simply experiencing... happiness. 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre 
8.00pm | from $59.90

 

Night 
Markets
Our Night Markets in March 
saw another great turnout 
with thousands attending 
the events at Kogarah Town 
Square on Friday 16 March and 
MacMahon Street, Hurstville on 
Friday 23 March.

The family-friendly events 
presented a wonderful 
opportunity for families and 
friends to get out in the local area 
and enjoy the diverse mix of food 
and craft stalls, activities and 
entertainment.

Local acts DJ Dara Gill, Queen 
Porter Stomp, Mango Balloon 
and the Hellenic Dance Group 

added to the atmosphere in Kogarah, 
while Ally Palmer, Joel Leffler, Hot 
Potato, The Safety of Life at Sea 
and Seven Flavours kept audiences 
entertained well into the evening 
at Hurstville with a classic caravan 
forming a temporary stage on 
MacMahon Street.   

The Hurstville Night Markets also 
saw a continuation of Council’s 
popular Starlight Cinema series with 
screenings of Pete’s Dragon and 
Guardians of the Galaxy 2 at the 
Civic Theatre.

The Night Markets affirm council’s 
commitment to delivering the 
community a selection of entertaining 
activities across its suburbs and 
public spaces. It is hoped the 
initiative will help to stimulate the 
night-time economy of our local 
centres, while helping to promote 
local culture through food, art, music 
and entertainment.

       Hot Potato Band                           Circus performer                     Learning circus tricks
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COUNCIL MEETINGS

Ordinary Council Meetings
Monday 23 July, 7.30pm
Monday 27 August, 7.30pm
Monday 24 September, 7.30pm

Standing Committee Meetings
Monday 9 July, 6.00pm and 7.00pm
Monday 13 August, 6.00pm and 7.00pm
Monday 10 September, 6.00pm and 7.00pm

Watch Council Meetings live via 
webcast, smartphone or an internet-
connected device. To view the live 
stream, visit www.georgesriver.nsw.
gov.au/Council/About-Your-Council/
Council-Meetings.

CONTACT
 
Phone: 9330 6400
24 hours, 7 days a week 

f georgesrivercouncil

q @georges_river

& mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Language Assistance Service 
                   131 450 

 
Georges River Civic Centre
Corner MacMahon and Dora Streets, Hurstville
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

Kogarah Library and Service Centre
Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

After-hours Customer Service 
available at Hurstville Library
5.00pm - 9.00pm, Monday to Friday
9.30am - 4.00pm, Saturday and 
Sunday

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Ordinary Council Meetings
Monday 23 July, 7.30pm
Monday 27 August, 7.30pm
Monday 24 September, 7.30pm

Standing Committee Meetings
Monday 9 July, 6.00pm and 7.00pm
Monday 13 August, 6.00pm and 7.00pm
Monday 10 September, 6.00pm and 7.00pm

GEORGES
RIVER
COUNCIL

Blakehurst Hurstville Kogarah Bay Mortdale Peakhurst

Sam Elmir 
0410 654 310
selmir@
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Vince Badalati 
0411 745 255 
vbadalati@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Stephen Agius 
0419 556 023 
sagius@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Con Hindi
0408 383 783 
chindi@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kevin Greene Mayor 
9330 6020 
kgreene@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Sandy Grekas 
0424 617 831 
sgrekas@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nancy Liu
0400 681 188 
nliu 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nick Katris 
0419 402 191  
nkatris@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Lou Konjarski 
0421 188 896 
Lkonjarski
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Rita Kastanias 
0416 009 695 
rkastanias
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kathryn Landsberry
Deputy Mayor
0419 984 934 
klandsberry 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Christina Wu 
0400 241 851  
cwu
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Leesha Payor 
9330 6296  
lpayor 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Warren Tegg 
0427 671 666  
wtegg@
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Colleen Symington 
0409 546 202 
csymington 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Watch Council Meetings live via 
webcast, smartphone or an internet-
connected device. To view the live 
stream, visit www.georgesriver.nsw.
gov.au/Council/About-Your-Council/
Council-Meetings.

CONTACT
 
Phone: 9330 6400
24 hours, 7 days a week 

f georgesrivercouncil

q @georges_river

& mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Language Assistance Service 
                   131 450 

 
Georges River Civic Centre
Corner MacMahon and Dora Streets, Hurstville
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

Kogarah Library and Service Centre
Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

After-hours Customer Service 
available at Hurstville Library
5.00pm - 9.00pm, Monday to Friday
9.30am - 4.00pm, Saturday and 
Sunday

https://www.facebook.com/GeorgesRiverCouncil
https://twitter.com/Georges_River
mailto:mail%40georgesriver.nsw.gov.au?subject=
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