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Local legends celebrated  
in upcoming exhibition
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What an incredible summer we had, and unfortunately, not for all 
the right reasons. Firefighters had to dig deep both physically and 
emotionally to combat the overwhelming fires which blazed across our 
state and other parts of the country. I know I'm not alone in feeling an 
enormous sense of gratitude for everyone who has either been in the 
front line fighting fires, or helping out in other ways. 

The fires claimed lives and homes, not to mention the terrible impact 
they’ve had on our flora and fauna. Their ferocity and size was difficult 
to comprehend, and I have deep admiration for the people who 
were willing to risk such dangerous conditions to help protect their 
communities. What incredible work they have done.

Council provided financial support through the donation of $10,000 
to the Australian Red Cross, and from donations generously given 
by attendees at Lunar New Year Festival and Australia Day Festival. 
Money raised was donated to the Australian Red Cross to provide 
funding for recovery programs and emergency assistance, and we 
would like to thank everyone who contributed.

In early February we had wild and very wet weather, and while there 
was a lot of disruption due to flooding and other damage caused, the 
rain was most welcome. Warragamba Dam water levels are now over 
80% which is reassuring, however we encourage community members 
to continue to be water wise.

I would like to wish everyone a belated Happy New Year, and hope it 
will be a positive one for our community.

Kevin Greene, 
Mayor Georges River Council

MAYOR'S MESSAGE

Georges River Council acknowledges the traditional custodians of the 
land in which the Georges River Local Government Area is situated 
- the Biddegal people of the Eora nation.

Information and events in this publication are current at the time of printing. Subsequent changes may occur. Georges River Council 
does not guarantee that this publication is without flaw or wholly appropriate for your purposes. It and its employees expressly 
disclaim any liability, for any loss or damage, whether direct or consequential, suffered by any person as the result of or arising from 
reliance on any information contained in the publication.
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Be involved in important projects by contributing to Council 
decisions that shape the future of the Georges River area.

Your feedback matters! Register via Council’s website at 
yoursay.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au.
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Proposed changes to Council rates
Council undertook comprehensive community consultation 
late last year, in order to apply to the Independent Pricing 
and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) for a Special Rate Variation 
(SRV), as well as the creation of a consistent minimum rate 
for all ratepayers.

The community consultation regarding the proposed rates 
restructure between September and November was extensive, 
with more than 6,000 responses received from residents. 

The consultation revealed that 78% of respondents were 
supportive of introducing a consistent minimum rate, 66% 

supported a minimum rate of $965.80 and 54% were 
supportive of Council applying to IPART for a 10.6% rate 
increase (SRV of 8.1% plus a rate peg of 2.5%). 

At the Extraordinary Council Meeting on Monday 10 
February 2020, Councillors decided not to proceed with an 
application to IPART or the harmonisation of rates at this 
time, and will review employee costs to reduce expenditure.

If you would like to know more about the findings of the 
community consultation regarding Council’s proposed rates 
changes please visit Your Say Georges River online.

YOUR COUNCIL

Changes to Development 
Applications legislation
In March 2018, under changes to 
the NSW Planning legislation, the 
Mayor and Councillors no longer 
have any involvement in determining 
Development Applications under 
the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. As the Mayor 
and Councillors are unable to instruct or 

direct staff in relation to these matters 
the majority of applications are now 
determined under Delegated Authority 
by Council’s Senior Development & 
Building Staff, Manager Development 
and Building and Director Environment 
and Planning, unless they are required 
to be referred to the Georges River 

Determination Level Types of Applications Considered

Sydney South Planning 
Panel

• Value of works over $30 million
• Council or Crown Development over $5 million
• Private Infrastructure and Community facilities over $5 million 

Georges River Local 
Planning Panel

• Any Council application less than $5 million
• Any application where an Elected Councilor, Member or Parliament (or their relative as 

defined by the LG Act 1993) is the applicant
• Any application where a Council staff member (who is involved in the assessment of 

applications) is the applicant
• Any application with more than 10 unique submissions
• Any application which seeks a variation to a Development Standard by more than 10%
• ‘Sensitive’ applications including Residential flat buildings, licensed premises, sex service 

premises, demolition of a heritage item
• Any application accompanied by a Voluntary Planning Agreement

Council Delegate • All other applications

 As the Mayor and Councillors do not have a role in the determination of applications, any contact or submission you 
direct to an elected official may be forwarded to Council’s staff to be taken into consideration during the assessment of an 
undetermined application.

Local Planning Panel or the Sydney 
South Planning Panel for determination. 

In making a determination, Council use 
a peer review process. This ensures 
that all recommendations made by our 
assessment officers are reviewed by 
a senior officer and, where required, 
by the relevant planning panel. This 
ensures transparency and consistency 
in the recommendations and decisions 
made by our staff.

The levels of authority are outlined 
generally as follows:
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Electric cars join Council fleet

Driving change towards a sustainable 
future with new electric vehicles
Georges River Council is driving change through the 
purchase of two electric cars. The pair of Hyundai Ioniq 
vehicles are 100% electric, and will join Council’s existing 
fleet of 12 hybrids, with the move aimed at reducing running 
costs, while bringing Council a step closer towards our 
target of net zero carbon emissions across all Council 
operations by 2025.

Council’s fleet currently account for 10% of our operational 
carbon emissions and are the organisation’s second largest 
source of greenhouse emissions after electricity.

Recharging stations have been installed at Georges 
River Civic Centre at Hurstville and Mortdale Depot, 
with the power to come from renewables. Plans for an 
electric vehicle charger program for the community is 

also underway, with a March 2020 launch date pending a 
successful funding bid, which it is hoped will promote the 
uptake of greener vehicles in the local area.

As a signatory to the Cities Power Partnership, along with 
123 other Council’s from across Australia, Georges River is 
committed to investing in innovative solutions on all fronts in 
order to reduce emissions.

Solar panels have recently been installed at Kogarah 
Library, along with power-saving LED lights at Ken Rosewall 
Tennis Centre at Mordale. Both investments are set to save 
$12,500 and $17,000 respectively while bringing Council 
closer to our 2025 net zero emissions target.
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INNOVATION

New places 
to chill out 
Your local lunch spot is sorted, with the opening of three 
world-first ChillOUT Hubs in Mortdale Town Centre, 
Timothy Reserve Hurstville and Belgrave Street Kogarah.

If you love working outdoors, simply plug your laptop into 
a charging port, connect to the free wifi and settle in for 
the day. Each hub has been designed with the community 
and in partnership with the University of New South Wales 

and Street Furniture Australia. The smart hubs also feature 
smart furniture, solar power, and environmental sensors. 
They were funded through the Australian Government’s 
Smart Cities and Suburbs Program. 

The public art installed at the site was designed and 
installed by artist Nastia Gladushchenko.
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Unlocking the potential of  
the Georges River

Marketing the Georges River
Dr Hila Oren, CEO of the Tel-Aviv Foundation, 
visited the Georges River in February, to share 
insights on marketing and branding. Dr Oren’s 
schedule included a tour of the Georges River and 
three new ChillOUT Hubs. 

Council was joined by partners University of 
New South Wales and Street Furniture Australia, 
and fellow councils at a series of events with 
Dr Oren, in the spirit of knowledge sharing and 
collaboration. 

The visit was funded with a grant received in 
Round 2 of the Commonwealth Smart Cities and 
Suburbs Program. 
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Council takes a 
lead in supporting 
entrepreneurship in 
Southern Sydney

Council partnered with Regional Development Australia 
Sydney to host an Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Roundtable on 13 February in Hurstville. The event 
provided an opportunity for Southern Sydney Councils to 
share knowledge and ideas that support innovation and 
entrepreneurship locally. 

We heard from some fantastic speakers including local 
entrepreneur Adam Arbolino, Founder of FuzzyLogic Labs 
in Allawah, CEO of the Sydney School of Entrepreneurship 
Sarah Jones, and Associate Professor Martin Bliemel from 
the Faculty of Transdisciplinary Innovation at UTS. 



ENVIRONMENT
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The buzz with 
backyard beekeeping

While they are experts at 
producing honey, bees also 
play a critical role for the 
environment and our food 
security through their ability 
to pollinate plants. 

Local resident Rod Hackett has been 
keeping European Honey Bees in his 
yard for three years, harvesting his own 
honey while providing much needed 
habitat for these little workers who face 
numerous threats on a global level.

What got you interested in 
beekeeping?
I became interested when every Spring 
I noticed a heap of bees in one of 
the trees that were flowering in my 
backyard and I thought they might as 
well be making honey for me.

What advice would you give to 
people looking to start out?
Firstly you need knowledge. Read a 
couple of good Australian beekeeping 
books or do a beekeeping course.  
Your local beekeeping club is also a 
good source of information.

Is it expensive?
It can be initially however if you join a 
beekeeping club you may find that they 
have honey extracting equipment that 
you can borrow rather than buying it up 
front. That can save you a lot of money.

Does it take much work?
I inspect my hives about once a month, 
sometimes twice a month during 
summer. Harvesting is where you have 
to put the work in. I have both Flow Hives 
and Langstroth hives. With the Flow Hive 
you can kick back and read a book when 
harvesting honey. With the Langstroth be 
prepared to get hot, sweaty and sticky.

What are some of the challenges?
Spring can be a real challenge 
because that’s when the bee numbers 
explode. If you don’t manage your 
hives properly the bees will swarm.  
This is where the queen and about half 
the bees decide to leave and look for 
a new home. You can end up chasing 
bees all over the neighbourhood if you 
don’t manage this properly.  

What do you like most about bee 
keeping?
I get a real kick out of harvesting the 
honey and giving it to friends and family. 
They love it and all comment on how 
much better it is than supermarket 
honey. I also enjoy sitting in my yard and 
watching the bees come and go. Henry 
David Thoreau said, “The keeping of 
bees is like the direction of sunbeams”. 
This is so true. I think of this quote 
whenever I stop to watch my bees.  

Things to consider:
Types of bees - European Honey 
Bees are the common variety kept 
for producing honey, but there are 
many species of native bees that are 
capable of producing small quantities 
of honey and are also stingless.

Hives - This depends on the size of 
your block, but generally 2-3 hives 
are ideal for the average suburban 
backyard.

Registration - All beekeepers in 
NSW who own bee hives must be 
registered with NSW Department 
of Primary Industries. A small 
registration fee is payable every 
second year.

Water - Bees require a water source 
to cool their hives and they can collect 
up to half a litre of water on hot days, 
so having a replenished source of 
water in your own yard is a must.

Time - Regular maintenance is 
necessary to ensure a healthy hive. 

Create a habitat for these little 
workers who face numerous 
threats on a global level.

Find out more
The Australian Native Bee Research Centre - www.aussiebee.com.au/index.html
The NSW Department of primary industry - www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/animals-and 
livestock/bees
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Council’s Bushcare Program offers a range of 
volunteering opportunities across the Georges 
River area, where you can connect with nature 
and help conserve our environment. 

We spoke with Matte Reynolds, who has been volunteering 
since 2013, to find out why Bushcare is close to his heart. 

My mother has been a Bushcare volunteer for over a decade, 
and her involvement in, and stories of the good work being 
undertaken to improve the local natural areas were inspiring.

I had free time and was searching for ways to serve the 
'greater good' and give back to the community I have been  
a part of for many years. 

Bushcare encompasses a variety of activities to improve the 
local environment including plant identification and weed 
control, planting and maintaining appropriate native species, 
bird and animal observation, environmental education, and of 
course, the all-important, world famous, Bushcare Morning Tea!

I attend my local Bushcare site twice a month, assist with 
Council's plant nursery group monthly, and attend local Clean 
Up Australia and National Tree Day events. It's an easygoing, 
relaxed few hours each time with an increasing and ongoing 

benefit to the local flora and fauna, and all of us appreciate 
and enjoy it. 

I have met so many inspiring, passionate people since 
beginning down the path of Bushcare and environmental 
engagement, and it has improved my life in a number of 
ways. We are very fortunate to have the beautiful Georges 
River and its surrounds within our local area, and all the 
wonders a waterway system brings with it. 

There are a number of issues that arise from urban 
development in a river catchment including storm water 
quantity and quality, destruction and fragmentation 
of insect, bird, and animal habitat, loss of tree cover 
contributing to the 'heat island effect', numerous threats to 
biodiversity, and various forms of pollution.

Bushcare is one of the many contributions being made by 
dedicated and passionate people to halt and reverse these 
issues on a local and broader scale, with activities including 
planting trees, shrubs, and ground covers, rubbish removal 
to maintain and improve habitat values, and engaging with 
local residents to share the benefits of valuing natural areas 
in their midst.

Being engaged with the local environment gives people a 
stronger understanding of the intrinsic value and wealth of 
nature, which benefits us all in so many ways. 

ENVIRONMENT

Get back to nature 
with Bushcare
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Find out more
To find a Bushcare program near you, visit.  
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/Council/Volunteering 
or call the Bushcare Team on 9330 6468

Council was pleased to see local residents embrace 
our free mulch and compost giveaway, which ran from 
November 2019 to January 2020. 

The initiative saw our Waste team distribute over 40 
tonnes of compost and 75 tonnes of mulch to local 
households via collection from Council’s Quarry 
reserve depot at Hurstville Grove.

Effectively acting as an insulator, mulching your 
garden can help to retain moisture and nutrients in 
the soil by reducing evaporation and reducing the 
need for regular watering.

Local backyards 
benefit from 115 
tonnes of free 
compost and mulch
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The natural world is endlessly interesting and diverse and 
is able to relax, amaze and inspire us all to be more humble 
and giving. Bushcare encourages and spreads appreciation 
for and maintenance of natural processes to encourage us 
to appreciate and engage with them.

Don't be shy, give it a go! All Bushcare will ask of you is a 
little of your time, but the many benefits you gain will far 
outweigh the small investment of that time.

Bush carers are generous, thoughtful, and caring people 
who are only too happy to welcome new faces and work with 
you on your journey to environmental enlightenment.

I encourage you to look up a local Bushcare group, come 
along, and let's make 2020 the year we all be more 
considerate of and 'give a little back' to the natural world that 
sustains us.



EVENTS

Lunar New Year 2020
Rain did not dampen the spirits of 
Lunar New Year festival-goers in 
January, with tens of thousands of 
people arriving to watch the festival kick 
off with a spectacular and lively street 
parade along Forest Road to celebrate 
the Year of the Rat.

The parade featured 12 Chinese 
inflatable zodiacs, a marching band and 
Hello Kitty performers, and culminated 
at the main stage with a mind-boggling 
Lion and Dragon Dance. 

Forest Road was transformed for the 
day with a unique mix of entertainment 
and activities for all ages, and a 
delicious smorgasbord of hawker-style 
food stalls. 

The Wishing Tree in Memorial Square 
proved popular, where attendees could 
write their best intentions for 2020. 
The main stage featured animated 
performances, with highlights including 
finalists from the ‘Live Sing China 
Australia Audition’ and Harmonlodies 
Cantonese Opera. 

Georges River Council would like 
to take the opportunity to thank 
its Principle Sponsor - Chemist 
Warehouse, Major Sponsor - HSBC, 
as well as its Event Supporters 
- Bupa, Club Central, Club 
Rivers, Commonwealth Bank and 
Yourstelecom. 

Thanks also to Media Sponsors - 
Australian New Express Media Group, 
Chinese News and Media Group, 
TVB, Vision Times Media and Epoch 
Times. The incredible generosity of 
our sponsors means that we are able 
to bring this fantastic event to our 
community and beyond each year.  

Georges River Council would like 
to wish everyone a very happy and 
successful Year of the Rat!
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It was hot and sweaty on Australia Day, but 
that didn’t stop the crowds from heading to 
Carss Bush Park to enjoy a wonderful picnic 
vibe and a swath of top notch entertainment 
including legendary Aussie musician 
and ARIA award-winner Russell Morris. 
Bananas in Pyjamas stole the show for the 
kids, and there was a wild obstacle course 
to navigate as well.

Council would like to once again 
congratulate Citizen of the Year Mr Ivan 
McKay, Young Citizen of the Year Miss 
Eliza Martin, Green Advocate of the Year 
Mr George Carrard and Mr Fox Chan, 
recipient of the Georges River Council Arts 
and Cultural Award. Each of them has made 
outstanding contributions to the Georges 
River community.

Huge thanks to our Major Sponsors – Club 
Central and Club Rivers and the St George 
Leader and Vision China Times for their 
support of this fantastic community event.

Australia Day

Summer events wrap up

COMMUNITY  |  AUTUMN EDITION 2020  |  13

GEORGES RIVER COUNCIL



Eat your way  
through arty streets 
The popular Eat/Art Night Markets will soon return to Hurstville and Kogarah, 
bringing a festive atmosphere to the town squares. Enjoy the cool of early 
autumn evenings as you explore market stalls and street art, sample a 
smorgasbord of international cuisine, and enjoy a variety of entertainment.

Hurstville: 20 March, 4.00pm-9.00pm 
Hurstville Plaza, Forest Road, Hurstville
Kogarah:  24 April, 4.00pm-9.00pm 
Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street, Kogarah 

EVENTS

Božo Vrećo 
& Band 
live in 
Australia
With dark eyeliner, luxuriantly long hair, 
beard, tattoos and fabulous dresses, 
Božo Vrećo explores the masculine and 
feminine. His emotive tenor is just as 
ambiguous, bringing a delicacy to the 
intense melancholy of traditional Bosnian 
sevdalinka folk music.

Sevdalinka has found new popularity in the 
Balkans since war devastated the region in 
the 1990s. After his sold out appearances 
at Castlemaine Festival and Ten Days on 
The Island Festival in 2018, Vrećo will be 
returning to Australia this time performing 
with his world-renowned band, expressing 
the pathos, melancholy and yearning that 
the ancient genre is known for. 

In 2018 Božo Vrećo released his fifth 
album, Melek to global acclaim. His music 
has been used in documentaries, ballet 
and theatrical performances around the 
world.

‘The artist of angelic voice, who heals 
the soul and opens the heart.’  
– NEW YORK TIMES

Thursday 16 April, 8.00pm
Hurstville Entertainment Centre
Adults: $85 | concession: $76 | under 16: $57
Visit the What’s on page at  
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

The St George Illawarra Dragons will return to their traditional home ground 
Netstrata Jubilee Stadium for another season of NRL Telstra Premiership 
action this March.

The Dragons' first of five games scheduled in Kogarah for season 2020 will 
see the Red V come up against the Penrith Panthers on Friday 20 March, 
with further games scheduled up until August this year. Boosted by the 
return of Trent Merrin and the signing of veteran international hooker Issac 
Luke, the Dragons are hell bent on improvement in 2020. 

2019 is in the rear-view mirror. Don't miss out on seeing the Dragons back 
in action. Get your tickets today. Visit dragons.com.au for match day and 
ticketing information. 

Round 2: Friday 20 March, Dragons vs. Panthers, kick-off at 6.00pm
Round 11: Friday 22 May, Dragons vs. Titans, kick-off at 6.00pm
Round 14: Sunday 14 June, Dragons vs. Sharks, kick-off at 4.05pm
Round 18: Saturday 18 July, Dragons vs. Cowboys, kick-off at 3.00pm
Round 23: Saturday 22 August, Dragons vs. Eels, kick-off at 3.00pm 

The Dragons come home
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NSW Youth Week kicks off on 1 April 
with Hurstville playing host to a series 
of events for young locals to coincide 
with the April school holidays. 

This year’s Youth Week theme 
of ‘Speak Up. Be Involved. Get 
Connected. Have Fun’ is aimed at 
empowering young people to be active 
participants in their local communities. 
 
The fun kicks off at 6.00pm on 
Wednesday 1 April, with the Short 
Stuff Film Competition run by 
Shopfront Arts Co-Op. This event at 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre will 
showcase short films by young locals. 
Come along and enjoy an evening of 
great entertainment. 

Hurstville Westfield’s rooftop car park 
will play host to a Rooftop Basketball 
on Thursday 2 April from 3.00-7.00pm 
featuring free food, games, music and of 
course basketball! The fun competition 
will feature teams of three, so bring a 
bunch of friends or just come along solo 
and make a team on the day. 

Youth Week is set to rock Hurstville 
Plaza from 4.00pm on Friday 3 April, 
with live music from local bands and 
performers, art making, food stalls and 
a youth night market. 

Youth Week set to rock 
Hurstville in time for April 
school holidays

On Tuesday 7 April at 6.00pm Georges 
River Libraries will be launching the 
Georges River Youth Literature Award. 

This new program is aimed as a 
launching platform for aspiring young 
writers in high school. The event will 
be an opportunity to mingle with other 
aspiring writers and hear from guest 
speaker and award winning author Will 
Kostakis about persevering towards a 
goal of being a published author.

Speak Up. Be Involved.  
Get Connected. Have Fun

For a full line-up of Youth Week events happening in April, and to get involved 
head to the youth page of Council’s Website at www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/
Community/Our-Community/Young-People

COMMUNITY  |  AUTUMN EDITION 2020  |  15

GEORGES RIVER COUNCIL



GRYLA official launch
Join us for the official launch of the annual Georges River Youth 
Literature Award with special guest award-winning author, Will Kostakis.

Mingle with aspiring authors and be inspired as Will speaks about his 
experience entering writing competitions in his youth and persevering 
towards publication.

Among his many accolades, Will has won the Sydney Morning Herald 
Young Writer of the Year and the 2014 Gold Inky Award.

Tuesday 7 April, 6.00pm-7.00pm
Hurstville Library and Service Centre
Bookings: georgesriverlibraries.eventbrite.com or call 9330 6111

Image credits: Will Kostakis. Photo by Walker-Rowsey

Announcing Georges River Council’s annual short story creative writing

ART AND CULTURE

GRYLA:

Announcing Georges River Council’s annual short story 
creative writing competition!

Georges River Youth Literature Award (GRYLA) is a creative 
writing short story competition that has been established to 
reflect the aspirations and experiences of young people. 
 
The competition is open to high school students Years 7-12 
who live, study or play in the Georges River local 
government area.

Winners will have the chance to see their work published  
by Council.

Georges River Libraries will be holding writing workshops to 
help authors polish and edit their creative pieces. 
 
Junior category: Years 7-10
Senior category: Years 11-12 

Submissions open from Thursday 9 April to Friday 3 July 2020
For more information visit georgesriver.spydus.com

16  |  READ ONLINE AT WWW.GEORGESRIVER.NSW.GOV.AU

WWW.GEORGESRIVER.NSW.GOV.AU


Short story 
writing 
workshop 
To coincide with Sydney Writers’ 
Festival, Council is hosting a short 
story writing workshop as part of the 
Georges River Youth Literature Award 
(GRYLA).

If you are an aspiring writer and want 
some tips for creating a stand-out short 
story, come along to a free, hands-on 
workshop with Keith Whelan, suitable 
for students from years 7-12. 

Thursday 23 April,11.00am - 1.00pm
Hurstville Library and Service Centre
Bookings: georgesriverlibraries.
eventbrite.com or call 9330 6111

Kathy Lette: Husband Replacement Therapy
Kathy Lette is a celebrated and outspoken comic writer 
and one of the pioneering voices of contemporary 
feminism. She first achieved succès de scandale as a 
teenager with the novel Puberty Blues, and has written 11 
international bestsellers in her characteristic witty voice. 

Thursday 30 April, 7.00pm - 8.00pm  
Kogarah Library and Service Centre
Bookings: georgesriverlibraries.eventbrite.com  
or call 9330 9527

Tara June Winch: The Yield
Tara June Winch is an Australian (Wiradjuri) writer based 
in France. She is the author of the story collection After 
the Carnage and the novels Swallow the Air and The 
Yield. 

Friday 1 May, 7.00pm - 8.00pm  
Hurstville Library and Service Centre
Bookings: georgesriverlibraries.eventbrite.com  
or call 9330 6111

Sydney Writers’ 
Festival comes to  
the Georges River 

Join two renowned female 
authors in-conversation with 
Bernard Zuel, as part of as part 
of Sydney Writers’ Festival 
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More than 2,000 items are now available for loan from the 
new Library of Things at Hurstville and Kogarah Libraries.

The collection, which is free to access, has recorded over 
6,000 loans since its launch in September 2019, with a wide 
array of items available. From telescopes, tepees, metal 
detectors and smart globes, to microphones, robotics kits, 
star projectors and walkie talkies, you’re guaranteed to find 
something to inspire and entertain both kids and adults alike.

For the budding musician, or anyone interested in learning 
to play an instrument, the collection includes various 
instruments including ukuleles and guitars, and sport lovers 
will be spoilt for choice with badminton sets, portable soccer 
goals, croquet sets and more also available.  
 
The Library of Things opens up a range of new possibilities 
with a number of experience kits. Spend a night under 
the stars observing constellations with a star gazing kit 

Find your thing 
at Georges River 
Libraries

complete with telescope, tepee and a book on the night sky, 
or learn about human anatomy with a model of the heart 
complete with a stethoscope. There’s even a bird watching 
kit with high-powered binoculars and a bird identification 
encyclopaedia, for those looking to get in touch with nature.  
  
Borrowing from the Library of Things is easy, all you need 
is a free Georges River Library card which is open to all 
residents of NSW. Visit the library with your ID to receive 
your free library card and find your thing today!  For more 
information visit georgesriver.spydus.com 
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Striving for gold at Hurstville 
Museum & Gallery 
To coincide with the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games, Hurstville 
Museum & Gallery’s latest exhibition Striving for gold: 
Olympians of St George will showcase local Olympic stories 
of perseverance and sportsmanship through memorabilia, 
objects and personal stories, dating from 1900 to the 
present day. 

Local Olympians were interviewed, presenting their personal 
accounts of competing in the largest and most prestigious 
sporting event in the world.  

These accounts highlight that while technology and 
advancements in the event have evolved, the core elements 
of the Games – excellence, respect and friendship – have 
remained the same. 

Visitors will be able to learn the stories of local legends 
from the Olympics, Paralympics and Special Olympics, who 
competed across a multitude of sports including swimming, 

gymnastics, track and field, and cycling.
This interactive exhibition will also allow visitors the 
opportunity to step into the shoes of an Olympian as they 
get a photo opportunity to stand on a podium and hear the 
deafening roar of a cheering stadium!

Exhibition opening:
Friday 8 May 2020, 6.00pm 
Hurstville Museum & Gallery, 14 MacMahon Street, Hurstville

All welcome! Light refreshments to be provided.
RSVP: by Monday 4 May 2020
RSVP online by visiting the ‘what’s on’ page at 
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/HMG 
Enquiries: (02) 9330 6444

Image: The Australian women’s track relay team with their gold medals 
at the 1956 Olympic Games in Melbourne. From left: Fleur Mellor, Norma 
Croker, Betty Cuthbert and Shirley Strickland. NAA: A1200, L45369.

Learn about our local 
Olympians
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Explore Hurstville 
Museum & Gallery’s 
collection online!
Following a recent partnership with the University of Sydney’s 
Museum & Heritage Studies Program, the Georges River community 
can now explore a growing part of the Hurstville Museum & Gallery 
collection online.

The students participating in the program were tasked with 
developing an exhibition using the blueprint of Hurstville Museum & 
Gallery’s gallery space and objects from the diverse collection.

As part of the project, Hurstville Museum & Gallery began the 
process of digitising its collection and making it publicly available via 
the online collection management software, eHive.

Using this website, members of the Georges River community can 
now search over 100 items, from one of the original Hurstville Post 
Office telephones to an oversized Kodak-Barton Photo enlarger, with 
new objects added every week. 

Take a look at Hurstville Museum & Gallery’s collection online by 
visiting www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/HMG and clicking 
‘Search our collections’.

If you recognise any of the objects and have further information 
or stories about them, please get in touch with us via email at 
museumgallery@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au.

Image above: Hurstville Post Office telephone, Hurstville Museum & Gallery collection. 
Photo by Stuart Humphreys.
Image on right: Barton Kodak photo enlarger, Hurstville Museum & Gallery collection. 
Photo by Stuart Humphreys.
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Dragon’s 
Lair Gallery 
exhibitions

See the art behind 
Andy Griffiths & 
Terry Denton’s 
popular Many Storey 
Treehouse series

The Dragon’s Lair Gallery has a busy 
season ahead showcasing three 
fascinating and diverse artists. Ryan 
Bornen’s The boneyard gallery, on 
display in March, is an exhibition filled 
with colour, detail and quirkiness. Ryan 
likes to ‘keep it weird’, with his work 
dictated and designed by what ‘felt 
right’ at the time. His intricate pieces 
allow you to discover more and more 
the longer you look.

Throughout April, former Artist in 
Residence, Soupsue, will showcase 
her new body of work, Who stood here, 
reacting to the remnants of Australian 
history and people that are imprinted 
on the local landscape.  

Soupsue invites the viewer to reflect 
on the multitudes of layered lives that 
are interwoven in the emotional and 
physical landscape of Australia and 
investigate what we remember, what 
we deny, what we have forgotten and 
what we leave behind. 

In May, explore Rob Annesley’s 
The wild: Webb’s Dam; a three-year 
photographic study of both the flora 
and fauna native to the dam. Rob’s 
inspiration for this exhibition evolved 
from the daily walks he takes with his 
dog through the parkland, and he has 
captured remarkable images of the 
endemic and transient wildlife that call 
this suburban ecosystem home. 

The Many Story Treehouse Exhibition will run until 3 May 2020.
This exhibition is a Books Illustrated touring exhibition. 

Open Day
Join us for The Many Story Treehouse Exhibition open day 
where there’s fun for the whole family! Discover your inner 
illustrator as you try your hand at cartooning, and help craft 
a collaborative treehouse sculpture.

Saturday 21 March, 11.00am-2.00pm
Hurstville Museum & Gallery
14 MacMahon Street, Hurstville

Image: Who stood there by Soupsue.

From original sketches and layouts, to the development 
of crazy ideas, characters and stories, The Many Story 
Treehouse Exhibition is a fascinating insight into the artistic 
process of acclaimed children’s book illustrator Terry Denton.

Now showing at Hurstville Museum & Gallery, the exhibition 
is a celebration of the phenomenal Treehouse series by Andy 
Griffiths & Terry Denton that has captivated audiences across 
the country, smashed sales records and won industry awards, 
from their first book The 13-Storey Treehouse, in 2011 to their 
latest, The 117-Storey Treehouse, published in 2019.

Visitors are encouraged to get hands-on with this exhibition, 
helping to colour-in a black-and-white mural, and read and 
explore the stories that have made this series so popular. 

Come and explore our 
Museum & Gallery
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Before being named Hurstville, the area in the 1850s and 
1860s was generally known as Lord’s Forest, referring to the 
land-owner Simeon Lord, and then Gannon’s Forest, after 
settler Michael Gannon. When the first public school in the 
area opened on Forest Road in 1876, a decision had to be 
made what to call it. The school inspector, William McIntyre, 
gave the name of Hurstville to the school. When the railway 
station opened in 1884, it adopted the same name as the 
school, and the area became settled as Hurstville.

Why did McIntyre choose the name Hurstville? For several 
years in the 1860s he had been school inspector in the 
Goulburn district. There was a prominent mansion in 
Goulburn at that time, which had been built for Mrs Ann Hurst, 
widow of the Methodist Minister at Goulburn, Rev Benjamin 
Hurst. The mansion was named ‘Hurstville’, and McIntyre 
would have been familiar with it. It seems likely that it was in 
his mind when he wanted a name for the little school. 

The mansion also gave its name to Hurst Street, Goulburn, 
and by the late 1870s had itself become a well-regarded 
Church of England School for boys. It was later renamed, 
and by the 1930s had been subdivided into flats. The 
property is still standing, at 244-246 Cowper Street, 
Goulburn, although its surrounding grounds were sold off in 
1888 as the Hurstville Park subdivision.

The arrival of the Illawarra railway line led to the growth of 
Hurstville as a convenient suburb. Hurstville Council was 
incorporated in 1887, and the suburb developed around 
the shopping district of Forest Road. Buildings such as 
Jolley’s Emporium (1918) and the Strand Theatre (1924) 

were landmarks for the wider area. Hurstville Oval was 
developed, and became the home of St George Cricket 
Club, which gained national renown when Don Bradman 
turned out for the team in the late 1920s.

Older historic buildings such as the old Fire Station and the 
Friendly Societies’ Pharmacy were joined by the Westfield 
development in the late 1970s. 

Between 1891 and 1991 the population of Hurstville 
increased twenty-fold from 3,175 to 63,757.

What’s in a name?  
HURSTVILLE

Images: Gloucester Road and Forest Road Intersection, Hurstville NSW, 1910. 
Entrance to Hurstville Railway Station, Hurstville NSW, ca 1930 
Courtesy of Georges River Local Studies Collection 
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What’s in a name?  
HURSTVILLE

What's on
For more information or to  
check out all of our events, 
please visit 
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

NRL: DRAGONS V PANTHERS
For the first time since the Dragons' 2017 
season-opener, Penrith are bound for 
Netstrata Jubilee Stadium. Last time they 
walked into the historic stadium, they 
were met with a 32-point shellacking. 
Dragons fans will be hoping for much of 
the same three years on. 

Friday, 20 March, 5.00pm
Netstrata Jubilee Stadium, Kogarah
Pre-purchase tickets: 
premier.ticketek.com.au  
or phone 132 849

THE WIGGLES - FUN AND 
GAMES TOUR!
This brand-new show will see Emma, 
Lachy, Anthony and Simon singing and 
dancing their way around Australia with 
all their Wiggly Friends.

Wednesday 25 March, 10.00am
Hurstville Entertainment Centre
Marana Auditorium
MacMahon Street, Hurstville
Tickets: www.trybooking.com/BHZZX

MONSTER DRAWING 
WORKSHOP
Come and join our monster drawing 
workshop taught by our current Dragon’s 
Lair Gallery artist, Ryan Bornen. Create 
your own unique monster artwork using 
art-liner pens and pencils, and learn new 
techniques for adding detail and building 
more complex designs using simple 
shapes as a foundation.  

Saturday 21 March, 11.30am-1.00 pm
Hurstville Museum & Gallery
14 MacMahon St, Hurstville 
Appropriate for ages 7-14. 
Free. Bookings essential.  
Book online or visit us at the Museum 
& Gallery service desk

LOVE TO CELEBRATE 
SENIORS FESTIVAL DANCE 
PARTY FINALE
Celebrate the Seniors Festival with Music 
Shed Big Band a 18 piece live band 
dance party event. Come along to dance 
or just watch the entertainment with 
friends.

Friday 27 March, 9.00am-2.00pm
Hurstville Entertainment Centre
Marana Auditorium
MacMahon Street, Hurstville
Cost Free
Bookings essential via Council's 
website in the What's On section

MEET YOUR HURSTVILLE 
WARD COUNCILLORS
Meet your local Hurstville Ward 
Councillors, Cr Nancy Liu, Cr Vince 
Badalati and Cr Christina Wu and provide 
feedback on Council services and be 
informed of works and projects in your 
area.

Saturday 28 March, 1.00pm - 3.00pm
Georges River Civic Centre
MacMahon Street, Hurstville
Book an appointment by visiting Your 
Say on council's website

THE MANY STORY 
TREEHOUSE EXHIBITION
This exhibition showcases the original 
illustrations, sketches and layouts of the 
phenomenal Treehouse series, written by 
Andy Griffiths and illustrated by 
Terry Denton. 

Saturday 8 February-Sunday 3 May
Hurstville Museum & Gallery
Cost: Free

HAL: SYDNEY FC V 
NEWCASTLE JETS
Take a spot on the hill or book early to 
secure a grandstand seat for this exciting 
match up. Adults tickets start at just $25! 
Book yours today for a perfect night out 
for school holidays with the family!

Thursday, 16 April, 6.00pm
Netstrata Jubilee Stadium
Jubilee Avenue, Carlton
Tickets via premier.ticketek.com.au
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Calendar of Council Meetings
In accordance with resolution of Council, all Ordinary Council Meetings are 
scheduled for the fourth Monday of each month at Georges River Civic Centre, 
cnr Dora and MacMahon Streets Hurstville, commencing at 7.00pm.   
 
Extraordinary Council meetings are called when required.

CONTACT
Phone: 9330 6400
24 hours, 7 days a week
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au 

f georgesrivercouncil

q @georges_river

i @grcouncil

& mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au
Language Assistance Service 

                   131 450 

Georges River Civic Centre
Corner MacMahon and Dora Streets, Hurstville
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

Kogarah Library and Service Centre
Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street
Open: 8.30am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday

After-hours Customer Service 
available at Hurstville Library
5.00pm - 9.00pm, Monday to Friday
9.30am - 4.00pm, Saturday and 
Sunday

Blakehurst Hurstville Kogarah Bay Mortdale Peakhurst

Sam Elmir 
0410 654 310
selmir
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Vince Badalati 
0411 745 255 
vbadalati
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Stephen Agius 
0419 556 023 
sagius
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Con Hindi 
Deputy Mayor
0408 383 783 
chindi
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kevin Greene 
Mayor 
9330 6020 
kgreene 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Sandy Grekas 
0424 617 831 
sgrekas 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nancy Liu
0400 681 188 
nliu 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nick Katris 
0419 402 191  
nkatris 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Lou Konjarski 
0421 188 896 
Lkonjarski 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Rita Kastanias 
0416 009 695 
rkastanias 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kathryn Landsberry
0419 984 934
klandsberry 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Christina Wu 
0400 241 851  
cwu 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Leesha Payor 
9330 6296  
lpayor 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Warren Tegg 
0427 671 666  
wtegg 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Colleen Symington 
0409 546 202 
csymington 
@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

23 March 2020, 7:00pm  - Council Meeting 
27 April 2020, 7:00pm - Council Meeting 
25 May 2020, 7:00pm - Council Meeting 
22 June 2020, 7:00pm - Council Meeting
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