
 
Hurstville Museum & Gallery at home 

Exploring historical households (Stage 1 & 2) 
 
Household objects are a great source of information about family life in the past. 
The activities below are designed to guide students exploration of historical 
objects from the Hurstville Museum & Gallery collection, providing them with 
skills to identify and compare objects from the past and present, and discuss 
how they relate to their own lives. 
 
Students will explore two primary sources. A primary source is something that 
has been created or written during the time period being investigated. 
 
Activity 1: Investigating primary sources 
 
This is a picture of a household object from Hurstville Museum & Gallery’s 
collection. Lots of families used objects like this in the past. 
 
By looking closely at the object and asking questions, we can discover a lot of 
information about the object. Use the following questions to guide discussion 
about the object: 
 

 What is the object made from? (metal, wood) 

 What shape is the object? (Barrel shaped) 

 What interesting features does it have? (metal barrel with the word 
‘Lehmann’ on it, metal and wooden handle.) 

 
Have you worked out what it is? Sometime just looking at the object alone does 
not provide enough information to figure out what the object is. 
 
In the next activity we will explore a different primary source that will give us 
more information about the object 



 
 
Activity 2: Finding out more 
 
This is an extract from a newspaper article, published in the West Australian 
newspaper in 1946. This source can be found at Trove 
(https://trove.nla.gov.au), a website that provides public access to historic 
images, newspapers, maps and more. 
 
Do you see something familiar in this newspaper extract?  Look closely at this 
source and think about the following questions. Make sure you look at the 
picture as well as the text: 

  

 What extra information does it give you about the object?  

 Using both sources, explain how the object works 

 What type of source is this? 
 
To discover more detailed information about this object, visit the Hurstville 
Museum & Gallery’s collection online at:  
https://ehive.com/collections/9106/objects/1026904/lehmann-washing-
machine 
 
Extension activity: 
Follow the link above to read more about the object and discuss the following 

 What new feature did this washing machine have that made doing the 
laundry easier for people in the 1930s and 1940s? 

 What new technology came next that made doing the laundry even 
easier? 

 
  

Advertisement  from the West Australian newspaper, Wednesday 16 November 1949, 
page 19  (http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page3852103) 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/
https://ehive.com/collections/9106/objects/1026904/lehmann-washing-machine
https://ehive.com/collections/9106/objects/1026904/lehmann-washing-machine


 
Activity 3: Then and now 
 
Find an object in your house that does the same job as this object and compare them. 

 What is similar?  

 What is different? 

 Does the modern object in your home make housework easier? How? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thanks for using this resource produced by Hurstville Museum & Gallery, Georges River Council. 
 

Please let us know if you found it useful: 
Email: museumgallery@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/hurstvillemuseumgallery  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/hurstvillemuseumgallery 

Blog: https://hurstvillemuseumgallery.wordpress.com 
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