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Q&A 

What is the Waterway Health 
Improvement Program (WHIP)? 

The WHIP is a Sydney Water project which aims 
to improve the waterway health of the Georges, 
Parramatta and Cooks Rivers.  
 
As part of this project, we’re building natural 
stormwater treatment systems (wetlands and 
raingardens) that remove pollutants and litter 
from stormwater before it returns back to the 
nearby waterways.  

 

What will the site look like when the 
project is completed? 

There will be two bioretention basins 
(raingardens) and one wetland built at the site as 
well as new pathways to allow access around the 
site.  

 

When will construction 
commence/end? 

Construction is expected to begin in June 2020 
and will be finished by late 2021, weather 
permitting.  

 

Who will be doing the work? 

Sydney Water’s contractor, Comdain is 
partnering with Total Earth Care to deliver the 
works.  

 

What are the benefits? 

These systems will help improve water by 
reducing the amount of rubbish and other 
pollutants that end up in our waterways.  
There will also be facilities such as the pathways 
and viewing platforms that the community can 
enjoy.  
 

 

Will the wetland provide a natural 
habitat for native wildlife? 

Yes, the wetland will be planted with native 
vegetation and will provide increased habitat for 
local fauna. Ecological improvements such as 
providing more habitat for wildlife is one of 
benefits of the waterway health program.  

 

Will there be any tree removal? 

We will aim to limit the removal of trees as part of 
our work. We will ensure that existing tree 
canopy cover is either maintained or improved.  
 
A variety of trees and native vegetation will be 
planted to ensure the wetland operates as 
intended and there is increased habitat for local 
fauna. The species being planted have been 
chosen in consultation with an ecologist, 
landscape architects and Council. 
 
This project will also introduce thousands of 
native plants to improve the environment and 
increase habitat for native wildlife.  

 

Why has this site been chosen and 
what community consultation has 
occurred? 

This site has been chosen based on a 
combination of factors including environmental, 
ecological and social benefits, community 
feedback, and cost effectiveness. This site was 
identified as a suitable location for a wetland 
following several years of design development 
and consultation with Council and the 
community. 
  
The community was consulted through various 
newsletters and online, as well as at a 
community open day in 2018.  
 



 

Natural stormwater treatment system (wetland) – Parkside Drive, Kogarah Bay | Q&A 

 

Page | 2 

Throughout the design stage of the projects, 
Sydney Water also engaged with the 
Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land Council 
(MLALC) on the works.  
 
The MLALC are fully supportive of the works and 
we look forward to continuing to work with the 
MLALC and local Indigenous communities on 
opportunities across the projects.  

 

How is the stormwater treated? 

Stormwater is diverted from the adjacent channel 
through a gravity pipe into the treatment system. 
The plants and soil naturally filter the water as it 
moves slowly through the system. The treated 
water will drain back to the stormwater channel 
by gravity. 
 

Where does the water come from 
and where does it go? 

Stormwater will be taken from Kogarah Bay 
Creek, treated and then released back to the 
creek before draining to the nearby Kogarah Bay.  

 

Will I still be able to access the area 
including the dog off-leash area? 

The project site will be fenced off to the public to 
ensure community safety while the project is in 
construction. There will still be public access in 
the public open spaces adjacent to the site, 
including the sporting fields adjacent to the 
Parkside Drive site.  
 
The dog off-leash area at Parkside Drive 
Reserve is on the other side of the stormwater 
channel to our project site and will be unaffected 
by our project.  

 

Is there a risk of drowning? 

Most of the time the stormwater system will be 
dry and there will be no ponds of water. Any 
water retained will be kept to very shallow 
depths, less than 30cm. The planting is also 

designed to discourage people from entering the 
system. Low fencing will also be erected as part 
of the project to protect the vegetation and 
treatment system from dogs.  

 

Will this project encourage flooding 
when there is a storm? 

No, the stormwater treatment works will have no 
adverse impacts on existing flood conditions.  
 

What are you doing to control 
mosquitos?  

The stormwater treatment systems are designed 
to keep water moving through the system so the 
water should not be stagnant, which will limit the 
attraction of mosquitos.  
 
In addition, we are conducting pre and post-
construction monitoring to ensure the system is 
operating as intended. Healthy wetlands provide 
habitat for insects and wildlife, many of which are 
natural predators of mosquitoes and this will help 
keep mosquito numbers low.  
 

Who is responsible for the ongoing 
maintenance of the wetland? 

Ongoing maintenance of the wetland will the 
responsibility of Sydney Water. The reserve and 
open space next to the wetland will continue to 
be maintained by Council. 
 

Find out more: 

Call: 1800 266 3246 or 8203 6299 
Email: nswcommunity@comdain.com.au 
 


