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19 May 2016 

 

Extraordinary Meeting of Council      
 

Administrator’s Minute  

 

1) Introduction 

 

Tonight we are here to hold the first meeting of the newly formed Georges River Council.  

 

I feel privileged and honoured to be part of this exciting new era of local government. It is 

an historic occasion and represents an extremely significant change in local government.  

 

As you may already know, The Georges River Council was established by Proclamation on 

Thursday, 12 May 2016. The local government areas of the City of Hurstville and the City of 

Kogarah were amalgamated to form this entity.   

 

The merger brings together two vibrant communities that are intertwined with similarities 

and underpinned by a strong sense of community spirit. Hurstville City encompasses an area 

of 23 square kilometres with a population of 86, 484 while Kogarah City has an area of 20 

square kilometres and a population of 61,422.  

 

Combined, we have one of Sydney’s eight regional centres which is experiencing dynamic 

growth, along with a great sporting legacy, community history, and cultural diversity. Our 

region has an array of magnificent parks, waterways and living areas complemented by a 

harmonious population.  

 

We live in a wonderful and bountiful region with all the necessary ingredients that will 
enable us to become a leading NSW Council, and a City which provides opportunities for 

investment, jobs growth, and economic development, coupled with a lifestyle that improves 

community wellbeing into the future.   

 

Tonight’s Extraordinary Meeting provides an open and transparent platform for decisions to 

be made to undertake Council’s functions and provide strategic direction for the 

establishment of new policies, procedures and practices. This will give the community 

confidence that good governance is in place and that their interests are represented.  

 

The decisions Council takes will be made with consideration to the vision of the new entity 

and importantly will develop trust and confidence within the community.  

 

2) Acknowledgement of former Hurstville and Kogarah City Councils; 

Mayors, Councillors and staff  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to publicly acknowledge the service to the community 

and contributions made by former Hurstville and Kogarah City Councils; Mayors, 

Councillors and staff. Your hard work and dedication is most appreciated and you have 

provided residents and ratepayers with excellent services and facilities. 
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While the transition to Georges River Council will present many challenges, the solid 

foundation that already exists renders these challenges as exciting new opportunities.  
 

This meeting provides an opportunity to record and recognise the contribution of the 

former Councillors of both the City of Kogarah and the City of Hurstville. As elected 

representatives Councillors freely give of their time to serve and represent their 

community, I admire their dedication and commitment.  

 

To the Councillors of the former Hurstville and Kogarah City Councils thank you for your 

hard work. You have provided residents and ratepayers with outstanding services and 

facilities along with prudent financial management over many years. 

Your efforts are very much appreciated. 

I will now formally acknowledge the contribution of the former Councillors who served the 

City of Hurstville and the City of Kogarah from September 2012 to May 2016. 

 

Kogarah Hurstville 

Mayor – Stephen Agius 

Mayor : 2013 - 2014 and 2015 - 2016 

Councillor: 2008 - 2016 

Mayor – Vince Badalati 

Mayor 17 September 2001- 14 April 2004, 

14 September 2005 – 9 September 2009, 10 

September 2015- 12 May 2016 

Emeritus Mayor 2012 

Councillor: elected councillor September 
2004, 2008, 2012 

Deputy Mayor – Annie Tang 

Deputy Mayor: -2005 – 2006, 2008 – 2009, 

2009 – 2010, 2010 – 2011, 2013 - 2014, 

2014-2015, 2015-2016 

Councillor: 1999 - 2016 

Deputy Mayor – Dominic Sin 

September 2015 – 12 May 2016 

Councillor: 14 September 2012- 2015 

Emeritus Mayor – Nickolas Varvaris 

Mayor: 2005 – 2006, 2008 - 2009, 2009 – 

2010, 2010 – 2011, 2011 – 2012, 2012 - 

2013 
Deputy Mayor: 2004 – 2005, 2006 - 2007 

Councillor: 1999 - 2016 

Emeritus Mayor – Philip Sansom 2011 

onwards 

Mayor – 27 September 1999 -4 September 

2000, 10 September 2009 – 12 September 
2011 

Deputy Mayor - 2005/6, 2008/9 

Councillor – Elected September 1991, 

September 2004, 2008, 2012- 12 May 2016 

Councillor – Michael Platt 
Mayor: 2004 - 2005, 2014 - 2015 

Deputy Mayor: 1996 - 1997, 2012 - 2013 

Councillor: 1991 - 2016 

Councillor – Colin Drane 
Councillor: 14 September 2012- 12 May 

2016 

Councillor –Nick Katris 

Mayor: 2007 – 2008 
Councillor: 1995 - 2016 

Councillor –Nancy Liu 

Deputy Mayor : September 2013 – 
September 2014 

Councillor: Elected September 2008, 14 

September 2012 

 

Councillor – Kathryn Landsberry 
Deputy Mayor: 2007 - 2008 

Councillor –Brent Thomas 
Councillor March 2014- 12 May 2016 
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Councillor: 2004 - 2016 

Councillor – Jacinta Petroni 

Deputy Mayor: 2011 - 2012 

Councillor: 2008 - 2016 

Councillor –Justin Mining 

Councillor 14 September 2012- 12 May 2016 

 

Councillor –Lachlan McLean 

Councillor: 2008 - 2016 

Councillor –Con Hindi 

Mayor – 11 September 2014 -9 September 

2015 

Deputy Mayor – September 2009- 

September 2012 

Elected councillor September 2004, 2008, 

2012  

 

Councillor- Nathaniel Smith 

Councillor: 2012 - 2016 

Councillor – Christina Wu 

14 September 2012- 12 May 2016 

 

Councillor – Nicholas Aroney 

Councillor: 2012 - 2016 

Councillor–  Michelle Stevens 

Deputy Mayor September 2014 - September 

2015 

Councillor 14 September 2012-12 May 2016 

 

Councillor –George Katsabaris 

Councillor: 2012 - 2016 

Councillor – Rita Kastanias 

Councillor 14 September 2012- 12 May 2016 

Councillor – Sam Stratikopoulos 

Councillor: 2012 - 2016 

 

 

 

Arrangements are being made to suitably recognise the service of those former Councillors.  

 

3) From now to September 2017  

 

In establishing Georges River Council, the NSW Government has communicated the 

following expectations: 

 By September 2017 Georges River Council will be substantially implemented; 

 Administrators and interim General Managers will make decisions with future 
success in mind; 

 There will be a balanced focus on business as usual, establishing the new Council, 

delivering benefits of reform and engaging communities. 

The next local government election will be held on 9 September 2017. There will be fifteen 

(15) Councillors elected from five (5 )Wards and this elected Council will hold office until 

September 2020. 

It is my aim to work with Council staff, the community and former Councillors over the 

coming months to build a strong platform from which the elected Council can further 

develop good governance and enhance the quality of projects and services provided to 

residents. 

By moving forward with establishing policies, procedures and practices this will give the 

community confidence that good governance is in place along  with consideration of a 

number of Council reports tonight. 
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Council is required to report to the NSW Government on a monthly basis on its progress 

in establishing the new Council. The first report will be made on 31 May 2016. It is 

important also that current performance levels can be measured against the organisation’s 

performance in the future. 

With the absence of elected representatives for the next 17 months it is important that 

residents and ratepayers feel they can take their requests and concerns to me and the 

Council.  

I want to ensure the community feels engaged with the new Council and I will be available 

to meet with residents to discuss matters you wish to raise with me. The opportunity to 

speak at Council meetings will continue to be available from the first regular Council 

meeting in June 2016.  

Also the Premier has announced that Councillors who have served on merged Councils will 

have the opportunity to participate on newly established local committees aimed at 

successfully implementation of the new Council. An approach will soon be made to former 

Councillors to ascertain their interest in making the new Council a success. 

Once again in closing, I would like to express how deeply honoured I am to be appointed to 

serve the community as Administrator of Georges River Council and I look forward to 

working with you.  

 

MOTION 

1.That the Minute be received and noted. 

2.That the dedication and contributions of  Councillors and staff of the former City of 

Hurstville and City of Kogarah Councils be recorded and acknowledged. 

3.That the service of the Councillors of the former City of Hurstville and City of Kogarah 

Councils in the 2012 to 2016 Term be suitably recognised. 

 

 

 


