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I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank my fellow Councillors for 
their support in electing me to the 
esteemed position of Mayor. Each 
of us looks forward to embracing 
a fresh start for our city’s Council, 
and we are committed to working 
together over the next three years 
to achieve its full potential for 
the Georges River Community. I 

would like to thank the former Administrator of Georges 
River Council, John Rayner PSM, who during his time 
at Council, laid strong foundations upon which myself 
and the elected Councillors can build.

This is where the hard work begins, and by working 
together we can continue to achieve good outcomes for 
this dynamic and diverse community, and ensure that 
this continues for the long-term.

As members of the local area, your new Councillors 
have a strong understanding of what’s important to 
the people who live, work and play here, including 
a wide range of diverse services and infrastructure 
to ensure the opportunity for a good life for every 
person in our community. We are keenly aware of our 
responsibility to maintain and improve services for the 
people we represent, and we’re dedicated to ensuring 
the ongoing liveability of the Georges River area. We 
also want to ensure that our events and celebrations 
remain vibrant, and continue to inject energy and life 
into our wonderful city.

GEORGES RIVER CIVIC CENTRE | corner MacMahon and Dora Streets, Hurstville | P 9330 6400 
KOGARAH LIBRARY AND SERVICE CENTRE | Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street, Kogarah | P 9330 9527 
HURSTVILLE LIBRARY AND SERVICE CENTRE | corner Queens Road and Dora Street, Hurstville | P 9330 6111 

OATLEY LIBRARY | 26 Letitia Street, Oatley | P 9579 6553
PENSHURST BRANCH LIBRARY | 630 Forest Road (near Olds Park), Penshurst | P 9330 6422
SOUTH HURSTVILLE LIBRARY | corner Short and Allen Streets, South Hurstville | P 9330 9529

HURSTVILLE MUSEUM & GALLERY | 14 MacMahon Street, Hurstville | P 9330 6444  

HURSTVILLE ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE | 16 MacMahon Street, Hurstville | P 9330 6222  

9330 6400 | mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au | PO Box 205, Hurstville NSW 1481 

GeorgesRiverCouncil           @Georges_River www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

There have been numerous changes implemented 
since the amalgamation of the former Kogarah and 
Hurstville Councils which have increased openness 
and transparency around Council’s decision making 
processes. We will continue to actively engage and 
consult with the community to help inform these 
decisions. We also look forward to feedback from our 
residents which will help with the ongoing improvement 
of our public spaces.

There are some great projects currently underway which 
are going to improve the liveability of our city, including 
the Penshurst Park Sporting Hub, the resurfacing of 
Oatley Park, Renown Park and Olds Park playing fields, 
and of course the new Hurstville Central Plaza which 
will deliver a vibrant and inviting public space where 
people can shop, meet up and move through with ease.

I look forward to updating you as these works progress, 
and encourage you to get involved in our community 
engagement opportunities. We want you to have your 
say on issues that matter to you and the people around 
you. Together we can meet the challenges that face our 
community and find the best and most innovative solutions 
to meet the community’s needs.

Kevin Greene 
Mayor
Georges River Council
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Meet your new Councillors

IHAPs mandated by NSW 
Government

Council has welcomed the NSW Government’s 
decision to mandate Independent Hearing and 
Assessment Panels (IHAPs) for all councils in 
Sydney and Wollongong, in order to guard against 
corruption and ensure better local planning decisions.

IHAPs bring integrity, transparency and a local 
perspective to the assessment of Development 
Applications (DAs) at the local level. They also 
ensure accountability where there is a conflict 
of interest for the council or a developer, or if 
applications are of a sensitive nature.

Council established its own IHAP immediately 
after its proclamation in May 2016, and the NSW 
Government’s model closely resembles our best 
practice panel. Our IHAP has determined more than 
42 DAs with a value of more than $100 million.

Gateway signage  
in local government 
area to be rebranded 

A new suite of signs will soon 
be installed throughout the local 
government area. The new signs will 
be branded with Council’s recently 
adopted logo and be positioned at key 
locations throughout the area. 

All key entry points to the local 
area will have new signs positioned 
welcoming residents and visitors, 
while key Council facilities and 
buildings will also have new signs. 
The rollout of the new signs will be 
completed over several stages. 

Standing from left to right: Colleen Symington, Con Hindi, Sandy Grekas, Lou Konjarski, Sam Elmir, Nick 
Katris, Leesha Payor, Vince Badalati, Nancy Liu
Sitting from left to right: Warren Tegg, Rita Kastanias, Deputy Mayor Kathryn Landsberry, Mayor Kevin 
Greene, Stephen Agius, Christina Wu
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Traditional ecological knowledge 
passed on to Riverkeepers
On Wednesday 29 July, a graduation ceremony was 
held for the most recent graduates of the Aboriginal 
Riverkeeper Team. For the last three years the 
Georges River Combined Councils Committee 
(GRCCC) Aboriginal Riverkeeper Team has 
conducted bush regeneration works at four sites in 
the suburbs of Blakehurst and Oatley, restoring over 
six hectares of degraded bushland and protecting 
several Aboriginal Heritage sites.

Eight young Aboriginal people have attained 
qualifications in conservation land management and 
indigenous land management while working with 
Elders and Knowledge Holders to attain Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge. 

As part of the day's celebrations there was a 
traditional cooking demonstration and traditional 
songs and dances performed by young indigenous 
performance troupe, the Illawarra Flame Trees.

Over the 2016/2017 year the GRCCC Riverkeeper 
Program removed 113.2 tonnes of rubbish from the 
river system, and conducted 61.8 hectares of bush 
regeneration, including the planting of 10,385 plants.

The Aboriginal Riverkeeper Team project was 
completed in June 2017.  The program has left a 
legacy as a role model in Aboriginal engagement and 
for Aboriginal people working in urban environments.

Images: From top to bottom – Traditional cooking demonstration; 
graduates of the Aboriginal Riverkeeper Team; members of the 
young indigenous performance troupe, the Illawarra Flame Trees.
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Community 
thanks local 
legend Dick Caine
On Thursday 24 August, just under 300 people from 
the Georges River and wider sporting communities 
attended an appreciation dinner held to thank local 
legend, Dick Caine, for his lifetime of dedication to 
coaching champion athletes, as well as his tireless 
fundraising over the years for various charities. 
Dick’s wife, Jenny, was also commended for her 
contributions and support of the legendary ‘Team 
Caine’ at the Carss Park pool.

MC on the night was rugby legend, Phil Kearns, and 
other Australian sporting legends also in attendance 
included Jeff Fenech, Susie Maroney, Lance 
Thompson, John Holt OAM, Jan Gartrell (mother 
of Stacy Gartrell) and Brett Dutton. The night was 
a wonderful opportunity for people to express their 
gratitude and fondness for a local legend.

During his time at the helm of Team Caine, Dick 
not only raised champions, but he mentored and 
employed troubled youth, offering them much-needed 
support to help them get their lives back on track. 

Adding to the evening was a personal video message 
from talkback presenter, Allan Jones, who applauded 
Dick for his extraordinary contribution to so many and 
the affect he has had on changing lives and helping 
people in need.

Images: From top to bottom – Phil Kearns AM, Clarry Conners, 
Jenny Caine and Dick Caine; panel discussion between Selina 
Gilsenan, Susie Maroney, John Holt OAM and Phil Kearns; and 
Dick and Jenny Caine receiving thank you gift.
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Have  your  say
Want to have your say about 
issues affecting your local 
community? The Have Your 
Say Panel is a great new way 
to help Georges River Council 

understand the community’s views.  By signing up you 
can expect to receive regular updates about Council 
projects and programs that seek community feedback.

Joining is free – just visit the Georges River Council 
website, click on the Have Your Say icon and 
complete the online registration form. We look 
forward to having you on the Panel.Your say on 

Georges River 
Georges River Council is busy preparing its first 
Community Strategic Plan, which will identify 
the priorities, aspirations and vision of the local 
community for the next 10 years. 

As part of the process, Council invited members of 
the community to share their thoughts, ideas and 
vision on what they believe the Georges River area 
should be like. 

Throughout August and September, members of 
the community shared their thoughts via, including 
via surveys, scheduled information sessions and 
pop-up stalls set up across each of the area’s five 
wards. Council also conducted phone surveys and 
community visioning workshops.

The valuable feedback provided by residents has 
greatly assisted Council in understanding what the 
most important issues and priorities are for people 
who live and work in the local area. Outcomes of 
the engagement activities including the extensive 
telephone survey will be available on council's website 
in December 2017. A draft Plan will be available for 
community feedback in early 2018

The resulting Plan will set the strategic direction of 
Council for the next ten years. 

Key findings indicated residents would like:
• Improved parking
• More community engagement and consultation
• More transparency (less developer influence on 

Council)
• Preservation and protection of the natural 

environment, including bush conservation and 
waterways

• Less development and high-rise buildings
• Retaining and increasing current parks, playgrounds 

and open spaces
• More facilities and services for youth and the 

ageing community
• Better support for local businesses

Council meetings
In accordance with resolution of Council, Council 
Meetings are scheduled for the fourth Monday of 
each month at Georges River Civic Centre, cnr Dora 
and MacMahons Streets Hurstville, commencing at 
7.00pm. Standing Committees are scheduled for 
the second Monday of each month, commencing at 
either 6.00pm or 7.00pm.  

Extraordinary Council meetings are called when 
required.

DATES FOR 2017 MEETING NAME
23 October Council Meeting
13 November Standing Committees
27 November Council Meeting
11 December Standing Committees
18 December Council Meeting

Participate in our 
Library Focus Group
Georges River Libraries are undertaking an 
extensive review of their current Service Delivery 
Model to ensure delivery of a sustainable, 
contemporary service to the community. 

We are seeking Expressions of Interest from 
community members to participate in a Library Focus 
Group as part of the Library Strategy 2017-2020. 

To be eligible you must be: 
• A resident of the Georges River LGA
• A member of Georges River Libraries 
• Aged 15 years and over 

Submit your Expression of Interest by  
Friday 3 November 2017 via  
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/Council/Have-Your-Say. 

To view the Library Strategy, visit 
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au. 
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DA lodged for next stages 
of Penshurst Park Master 
Plan
Council has lodged the Development Application 
(DA) for Stages 2 and 3 of the new indoor cricket 
centre at Penshurst Park.

As part of the DA, the proposed works will be carried 
out over two stages and include a new synthetic 
soccer field and cricket pitches, a new walking track, 
exercise station and public amenities which will be 
accessible for everyone. There will be a new 275 
seat grandstand, medical rooms, storage facilities, 
a youth centre, additional parking spaces and the 
playground will be relocated within the Park.

These major works will create a first class regional 
centre for local sport and provide a more diverse 
recreational space within the local area.

Timothy Reserve works 
encouraging activity in the 
local community
Timothy Reserve in Hurstville has been vastly 
improved with the addition of a 150 square metre 
rubber soft fall surface and a shade sail structure. 
The project, funded by the Stronger Communities 
Fund, will greatly benefit the general public.

Up to 80 people from the St George Arts and 
Entertainment Centre rehearse at the reserve three 
times a week to prepare for upcoming local festivals 
and events. The finished works encourage greater 
activity, which can enhance the physical and mental 
wellbeing of those who make use of the space.

Council has awarded more than 25 local community 
groups a share of $1 million in funding through the 
State Government’s Stronger Communities 
Fund Program.

Increasing access to bushland at Oatley Park
Oatley Flora and Fauna Conservation Society was the recipient of a $30,000 Stronger Communities Fund 
grant, which was put toward a project to make Oatley Park bushland more accessible for wheelchair users.

The project involved the installation of a wheelchair accessible pathway stretching south from Myra Wall 
Garden car park and extending approximately 185 metres along a gentle pathway through spectacular 
bushland, before reaching a viewing point which offers glimpses of the Georges River. 

The pathway has added to the overall useability and amenity of the park. Greater accessibility makes 
it possible for more people to enjoy the outdoors and its benefits to health, including reducing stress. 
Council awarded the grant through the NSW Government’s Stronger Communities Fund in 2016.
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Hurstville Central Plaza construction 
underway
Works to create the new Hurstville Central Plaza 
commenced in October. This long overdue project 
began following the complete demolition of the 
Council-owned building at 296 Forest Road, 
Hurstville, in September. 

The appointed contractors for the project, 
KK Consultants, will undertake the construction of 
the new Plaza, which will consist of shaded seating 
and outdoor dining areas, a water feature, and soft 
landscaping at Forest Road. It will also consist 
of the construction of new public amenities and 
pavement lighting.

The Plaza will be a new and vibrant meeting place, 
which will promote wellbeing and celebrate the 
community’s diverse cultural heritage. It will also 
improve street-level connectivity between Hurstville 
Central, Hurstville Westfield and the Hurstville 
Transport Interchange.

This multi-million dollar project will greatly enhance 
the centre of the Hurstville CBD and make it a more 
appealing and attractive place for everyone.



9COMMUNITY / ISSUE 2 / SPRING EDITION

RAIN Centre receives an upgrade
The Resourceful Australian Indian Network Inc. (RAIN) recently completed enhancements to its 
community centre thanks to a $19,250 grant awarded to the group by Council through the NSW 
Government’s Stronger Communities Program.

The funding paid for renovations, which have resulted in a more pleasant and well-equipped 
environment through the provision of much-needed storage space. 

Since the renovations were completed RAIN has received positive feedback from staff and volunteers, 
and noticed an increase in the number of volunteers and community members using the space. 

The RAIN Centre is located on Forest Road in Penshurst.

Council creating Tree Canopy 
Replacement program
A new program is currently being developed by Council 
in order to help maintain and increase the urban 
canopy within the local government area. The program 
will be part of the broader Urban Forest Strategy and 
Improvement Plan, which Council allocated $70,000 
towards within the 2017-2018 budget. 

As part of the proposal to be considered by the 
incoming Council, there will be two approaches. 
The first approach will consist of introducing a Tree 
Replacement Bond for anyone who submits an 
application to have a tree removed from private 
property, in addition to the application assessment fee. 

The bond would be refunded when a replacement 
tree has been planted and established in accordance 
with Council’s Tree Planting Guidelines.

Where the first approach is not possible, the second 
approach will be employed which will consist of a 
Tree Removal Offset Fee to be paid for each tree 
applied to be removed and cannot be replaced on 
the site. The funds collected from this fee will then be 
used to plant replacement trees in accordance with 
Council’s tree map. 

Residents will be encouraged to visit Council’s website 
to provide their thoughts on the draft policy soon. 



COMMUNITY / ISSUE 2 / SPRING EDITION10

National Tree Day 
giveaway
There were plenty of green thumbs out and about 
to celebrate National Tree Day, one of Australia’s 
biggest nature care initiatives, with an estimated 
250,000 people taking part at over 3,000 planting 
sites across the country. 

To celebrate, Council held a community tree and 
plant giveaway, with residents invited to come along 
and collect two native plants, trees or shrubs. A total 
of 3,000 trees were given away to Council residents.

Council’s giveaways took place on Saturday 29 and 
Sunday 30 July at the Works Depot in Carlton and 
Old Park in Peakhurst, where a barbeque was also 
provided. In addition to the tree giveaway, there was 
a tree and bush regeneration planting on the corner 
of Kyle Parade and Morshead Drive in Poulton Park. 
A total of 40 residents planted 250 trees, adding 
some much-needed trees to the existing bushland.

Household 
Chemical CleanOut 
records a big haul
On Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 October, Council 
held its biannual Household Chemical CleanOut 
and e-waste collection at the Works Depot on 
Depot Road, Mortdale. Preliminary estimates 
supplied by the NSW EPA indicate that 49 tonnes 
of problem household waste was collected.

The main items members of the community 
brought in included pesticides and herbicides, pool 
chemicals, motor fuels, paints, gas bottles and car 
and household batteries.

The CleanOut offers residents a safe way to 
dispose of potentially hazardous materials from 
their homes and helps prevent harm to the 
natural environment that occurs when they are 
disposed of incorrectly.

Council would like to thank residents for their 
continued support and participation in the 
CleanOut events. Your efforts help make the 
Georges River area safer and cleaner.

The dates of the next Chemical CleanOut will be 
released soon. 

Water works set to improve Gannons 
Park sustainability
Council is committed to rehabilitating waterways in the local area, with Stage One of works for the Gannons 
Park Water Quality Improvement and Stormwater Harvesting Scheme commencing in October 2017.

As part of the NSW Government's Stronger Communities Program, Council has allocated $1 million to the project, 
with an additional $250,000 being funded through a Metropolitan Green Space grant. Once completed, the 
system will treat and improve the stormwater quality at Gannons Park, Peakhurst.

Diverted stormwater will be channelled to a series of bio-retention systems where sediments and pollutants will 
be removed. The works being undertaken are just the first part of a three-stage project which, once completed, 
will mean treated stormwater will be used to sustainably irrigate the eight playing fields in upper Gannons Park. 
Treated stormwater will be stored in ponds which will also serve as water features, and provide an aquatic 
habitat within the Park.
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Highly commended 
for promoting a 
healthy community
Council is pleased to have received a NSW Highly 
Commended Award at the Heart Foundation 2017 Local 
Government Awards on Thursday 3 August 2017.

The award was presented to Council at the Heart 
Foundation 2017 Local Government Awards for 
Council’s newly constructed Gannons Park shared 
cycleway in Peakhurst and its Seniors Outdoor 
Fitness Park in Woodville Park, Hurstville.

The shared cycleway in Gannons Park is a significant 
new recreational asset in the Georges River area, 
and promotes a healthy and active lifestyle.

Since construction, the $1.4 million path has been 
actively used by everyone including walkers, runners, 
cyclists, families and people with disabilities.

The Seniors Outdoor Fitness Park – constructed 
in 2014 – aims to meet the needs of seniors by 
promoting healthy lifestyles, particularly those living in 
apartment dwellings.

Council is committed to delivering local assets and 
facilities which benefit the community and encourage 
a healthy lifestyle.

Image: From left to right - Council staff members Rob Casey, 
Christine Irwin, Brenda Eggleton and Alison Hanlon receiving 
award.

Increasing 
environmental 
awareness in our 
local schools
Last year, Council launched the Environmental 
Protection Program for Primary Schools at Penshurst 
West Public School. 

Available to all schools within the local government 
area, the program aims to increase awareness 
on pollution that affects our natural environment 
including air, water, land and noise pollution.  

This 40-minute program aims to increase students’ 
awareness and understanding of how our actions 
affect the environment in negative or positive ways. 

Did you know: 
•	 Air pollution – 80% of lung diseases are caused 

due to pollution from other cars, buses, trucks and 
other vehicles

•	 Water pollution – 6 billion kilograms of garbage, 
mostly plastic, is dumped into the ocean every year

•	 Land pollution – each recycled aluminium can 
saves enough electricity to run a TV for 3 hours

•	 Noise pollution – long term exposure to excessive 
noise of 80 decibels and over (that would be the 
sound of a household vacuum cleaner or a blender) 
can lead to permanent hearing loss
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Walk against 
domestic 
violence at 
the inaugural 
Georges River 
White Ribbon 
Walk 
Council would like to invite members of the 
public to participate in the first Georges River 
White Ribbon Walk on Friday 24 November 
2017, to raise awareness of, and stand 
against, domestic violence. The walk will 
start at Kogarah Park and follow a circuit up 
to Kogarah Town Square. The afternoon will 
include entertainment and information stalls.

Council recognises the need for creating 
awareness of domestic violence across all 
cultures, socio-economic backgrounds and 
ages, and felt compelled to add to existing 
programs and awareness activities.

People will be able to register online and the 
first 300 will receive a free Georges River 
Council White Ribbon shirt. Council would 
like to thank representatives from a number 
of organisations who are helping to make 
arrangements for the day, including Kogarah 
Community Services, 3Bridges, Moving 
Forward and NSW Police, as well as Georges 
River Citizen of the Year 2017, Ms Natalie 
Esdaile-Watts.

If you would like to participate please register 
online at www.trybooking.com/ROTP 

Light up the local 
area this Christmas
Council will be getting into the festive season this 
year by bringing bright and colourful decorations to 
the local area. Additionally, Council will be launching 
its inaugural Georges River Council Christmas 
Lights Competition!

The competition is aimed at encouraging members 
of the community to get into the Christmas spirit 
and will have three categories – an overall winner 
for the whole local area, a best residential winner 
for each of the Georges River’s five wards and best 
non-residential/commercial winner. Winners of the 
Christmas Lights Competition will be announced 
in early December and receive a share in $4,000 
worth of prizes.

Everyone is encouraged to get involved and help 
create a fun and festive atmosphere in the Georges 
River area. More information on the competition will 
be released shortly via Council’s website at 
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au. 

Magic of Christmas 
at Carss Bush Park 
On Saturday 9 December Carss Bush Park will 
be transformed into a wonderland of festive 
cheer with Magic of Christmas at Carss Bush 
Park, an early evening event for families with 
young and school aged children.

The event will be featuring the much loved 
singer and actor Jay Laga’aia, as well as 
singers, dancers, a very special visit from Santa 
Claus and for the first time, concluding with a 
spectacular fireworks display! 

The evening will also feature a great range 
of food stalls and activities in one of the most 
beautiful settings in the Georges River area.
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Australia Day 
Award 
nominations
We’re pleased to announce that nominations for the 
2018 Georges River Council Australia Day Awards 
are now open. These awards recognise and honour 
individuals who have contributed extensively to the 
Georges River community.

If you know of someone who has made a significant 
positive contribution to our community and has 
inspired others through their endeavours or 
achievements, this is a great way to acknowledge, 
celebrate and honour their efforts.

There are three categories - Citizen of the Year, 
Young Citizen of the Year and Volunteer of the 
Year. For more information please visit Council’s 
website www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/council/
australiadayawards. Nominations close on 
24 November 2017.

Project Give!
Demonstrating true Christmas spirit, Council will 
be supporting the St George Accommodation for 
Youth through Project Give! 

St George Accommodation for Youth is a non-
affiliated charity that helps young people aged 12-
24 who are going through a tough time. As part of 
Project Give! Council will be hosting a community 
appeal and collecting donations of long-life and 
non-perishable items. More information will 
available soon via Council’s website.

Sponsorship 
Opportunities
Over the summer, there are a number of exciting events 
taking place which present an excellent sponsorship 
opportunity for organisations to increase and enhance 
their visibility and image within the community. 

Sponsorship can be financial, in-kind or tailored to 
suit organisations’ needs. Jump on board to support 
any or all of the following events:

Magic of Christmas: Saturday, 9 December 2017
Australia Day Festival: Friday, 26 January 2018
Georges River Lunar New Year Festival Hurstville: 
Saturday, 10 February 2018
Starlight Cinema: January - March 2018
Georges River Lunar New Year Festival Kogarah: 
Thursday, 22 February 2018

Magic of Christmas at Carss Bush Park is a festive 
early-evening event for families with young and 
school aged children with a fantastic entertainment 
program, food stalls and activities. For the first time 
ever, this year’s Christmas event will conclude with 
a fantastic fireworks display!

Australia Day Festival 2018, also at Carss Bush Park, 
will see thousands of revellers come to experience a 
traditional summer celebration, with 2018 tipped to be 
the largest and most exciting festival yet.

Georges River Lunar New Year 2018 – the Year 
of the Dog – will be jam-packed with a range of 
events throughout February, including dynamic 
street fairs to take place at both Forest Road, 
Hurstville and Kogarah Town Square, featuring non-
stop entertainment, food, market stalls, traditional 
Chinese dances and performances.

The highly popular Starlight Cinema will be back 
again in 2018, with three nights of family-friendly 
movies to take place over the early months of 2018.

Give your brand the best opportunity to engage with our 
thriving community. You can access more information 
about all of these events on Council’s website. 

For further information on any of these events or 
details on the sponsorship packages available, 
please contact Council’s Acting Manager, 
Communications, Customer Service and Events on 
(02) 9330 6400 or email 
AGregory-Desmond@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au
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Goodlife Presents, 
under 18s event in 
Marana Auditorium 
July and September saw the Hurstville Entertainment 
Centre team up with the promoters Goodlife 
Presents, for a series of under 18s events for the 
youth of the local and wider areas. 

In July, the HEC was transformed into a “Haunted 
Warehouse {Zombie Apocalypse}” for two nights, 
complete with a life-sized helicopter, zombie maze, 
palm reader and music provided by DJs LUUDE, 
Horizon, Teddy Cream, Arcane Echo, Rojdar and more.  

September ’s event “Mashdn Kutcher in Wonderland” 
featured DJs Mashdn Kutcher, DJs Tyron Hapi, 
Brooklyn, Noy and Firelite, plus the White Rabbit’s 
secret RNB party in the Civic Theatre, all with an 
Alice in Wonderland theme.

All three events were sold out and each attracted over 
1,500 youth from the local and wider communities. Dates 
for the 2018 series will be announced early next year. 

For more information on what’s coming up at the 
Hurstville Entertainment Centre head to: www.hec.org.au
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St George 
Business 
Chamber 
Breakfast
On Friday 11 August the St George Business 
Chamber and Georges River Council hosted a 
breakfast at Club Central for the local business 
community. 

More than 100 local businesses attended the 
event, representing an excellent cross-section 
of industry sectors including health, finance, 
insurance and legal services, the property 
sector, manufacturing, retail, automotive, sport, 
education and employment services.
 
Outgoing Chamber President, Allan Zreik, 
welcomed attendees and outlined how the 
Chamber is working in partnership with Council 
and other key organisations to improve 
opportunities for business in the local area 
through a comprehensive range of workshops 
and seminars.

Meryl Bishop, Council’s Director Environment 
and Planning explained a number of key 
documents shaping development in the area, our 
position within the Global Economic Arc and as 
outlined by the Greater Sydney Commission in 
the South District Plan. 

The presentation also included details of major 
development applications, planning proposals,  
and key projects nearing completion.

Become a 
member of your 
local film club
The Film Seen is a local not-for-profit film 
appreciation society that has been running since 
2004. Council supports the group through subsidised 
venue hire of the Civic Theatre, in accordance with 
council's Venue Hire Grant Policy.

The Film Seen promotes appreciation of a wide 
range of culturally diverse films, including foreign 
films, independent films, arthouse films, classics and 
short/feature films by local film makers. Screenings 
are held monthly on a Sunday afternoon and feature 
discussions following the screening, special guest 
speakers and tea and coffee.

With twin 35mm projectors, the Civic Theatre is one 
of the very few in Australia still equipped to show 
historic original film prints from the National Film 
and Sound Archive. The Film Seen raised funds to 
upgrade the low-format data projector and installed 
a state-of-the-art digital laser projector (valued 
at over $16,000) and installed Dolby surround 
sound capability in the Civic Theatre in 2016. This 
equipment is also available to hire.

Upcoming	film	to	be	featured:

Blancanieves (2012)
Screening: Sunday 19 November, 1.00pm
A twist on the Snow White fairy tale that is set in 
1920s Seville and centered on a female bullfighter.

For more information on The Film Seen and how to 
become a member or sponsor go to 
www.filmseen.com
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Summer  
Reading Club 2017 
- GAME ON!
From 1 December 2017 to 31 January 2018, 
Georges River Libraries will be taking part in 
the annual Summer Reading Club. This national 
program encourages children to engage in 
recreational reading to receive incentives and go in 
the running to win prizes, and aims to combat ‘brain 
drain’ over the long summer break.

This year the program is themed to tie in with the 
upcoming Commonwealth Games to be held in 
Brisbane during April 2018. ‘Game On’ is an invitation 
to celebrate Australian sporting culture, teamwork, 
the spirit of international cooperation, and fun!

For upcoming events and to register for the 
Summer Reading Club, please visit the 
Georges River Libraries page, 
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/Services/Libraries, 
or drop in to your local library.

To get you started, here is a list of great summer 
reads to enjoy:

Attack on Minecrafters Academy / Winter Morgan
Chance of a Lifetime / David Harding; Israel Folau
Diary of a Soccer Star / Shamini Flint
Football Academy series / Tom Palmer
Glenn Maxwell series / Patrick Loughlin
The Kaboom Kid series / David Warner
Netball Gems series / B. Hellard
Pixel Raiders series / Bajo and Hex
Specky Magee series / Felice arena
Sporty Kids series / Felice Arena
Tiny Timmy series / Tim Cahill

Georges River  
Home Library Service
Georges River Libraries provide a free Home Library 
Service to local residents who are housebound or to 
those who care for them.  

Home Library Service staff carefully select items for 
each customer based on their reading interests and 
preferences. Every three weeks our friendly staff 
members visit customers to collect and deliver library 
items, such as books, DVDs and magazines. In 
addition, customers may choose audiobooks, music 
CDs, pre-loaded Kindles, and brain training games. 
A large collection of Chinese, Arabic, Italian, Greek, 
Indonesian, Spanish and Nepali language books and 
DVDs are also available.

All you need to be eligible to join the Home Library 
Service is a letter from your doctor or health care 
professional stating that you require the service. Our 
Home Library Service team members, Thanh and 
Robyn, will take care of the rest. 

Enquiries: Phone 9330 6111, or email
library@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Robotics fun comes 
to Georges River 
Libraries
Georges River Libraries have recently acquired a set 
of Ozobots for use in children’s and youth programs. 

These colourful robots are easy to program using 
visual language. 

The Ozobots make a welcome addition to our suite of 
STEM programs, which includes regular code clubs 
that meet at both Hurstville and Kogarah libraries.

For details of upcoming programs, please visit the 
library website and scroll through our ‘what’s on’ page. 

www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/Services/Libraries



17COMMUNITY / ISSUE 2 / SPRING EDITION

Author Talk,  
Paul Irish, Hidden 
in plain view: the 
Aboriginal people 
of coastal Sydney
Join Dr Paul Irish as he talks about his new 
book, Hidden in plain view: the Aboriginal people 
of coastal Sydney, at Hurstville Library. Paul 
will discuss the process of piecing together the 
Aboriginal history of coastal Sydney with help 
from the La Perouse Aboriginal community and 
shed light on a poorly understood period of 
Sydney’s history.

Contrary to what many may believe, Aboriginal 
people did not lose their culture and die out within 
decades of Governor Phillip’s arrival in Sydney in 
1788. Aboriginal people are prominent in accounts 
of early colonial Sydney, yet history seems to skip 
a century as they disappear from the historical 
record, re-emerging early in the twentieth century 
– a time when they were assumed to be from 
somewhere else. What happened to Sydney’s 
Aboriginal people between the devastating impact 
of white settlement and increased government 
intervention a century later?

Paul is a historian and archaeologist with Mary 
Dallas Consulting Archaeologists, and is the 
recipient of the 2015 NSW History Fellowship.

Thursday 23 November, 6.00pm-7.00pm
Hurstville Library
Corner of Queens Road and Dora Street, Hurstville
Free. Bookings essential.
Enquiries: 9330 6111 
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/Services/Libraries

The Georges River Art Prize is Council’s signature 
visual arts event, and the most significant prize for 
painting in the Southern Sydney region. 

In the coming months, visitors to Hurstville Museum 
& Gallery will have the opportunity to appreciate high 
calibre artworks including paintings and sculptures from 
local and national artists. Up and coming young artists 
are also celebrated, with a display of works at Kogarah 
Library and Cultural Centre.

Finalists for the inaugural Georges River Art Prize have 
been selected by a judging panel consisting of three 
professionals from the arts sector; Kon Gouriotis OAM 
has held leadership roles in the visual arts since 1995, 
and is currently the editor of Artist Profile; Artist Greg 
Hansell F.R.A.S. has been a finalist in the Archibald 
and Wynne Prizes numerous times; Monica McMahon 
possesses extensive curatorial expertise, being the 
Western Sydney University Art Curator since 2002. 

Georges River Art Prize will be on exhibition from 
Saturday 4 November 2017 to Wednesday 13 
December 2017.

Official	opening	and	awards	night:	
Friday 10 November 2017, 6.00pm for 6.30pm 
at Hurstville Museum & Gallery. All welcome!  
Light refreshments will be provided.  
RSVP at www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/GRAP 

Vote for your favourite artwork! The judges have had their 
pick, but do you agree? Visit Hurstville Museum & Gallery 
and Kogarah Library and Cultural Centre to vote for your 
favourite artwork, and go in the draw to win a prize!

The winners of the Georges River People’s Choice 
Prize and Georges River Favourite Young Artist Prize 
will be announced online on 6 December 2017. 

Exhibition dates and locations: 
4 November 2017 - 13 December 2017

Georges River Art Prize/Local Artist Prize/
Sculpture Prize
Hurstville Museum & Gallery
14 MacMahon Street, Hurstville

Little Artist Prize/Youth Prize
Kogarah Library and Cultural Centre
Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street, Kogarah

For more information on opening hours and events 
visit: www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au/HMG

The Georges River Art Prize thanks its Media Partner, 
Chinese News & Media Group.

GEORGES 
RIVER 
ART PRIZEG
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Lah-Lah - Santa's Got A Brand  
New Groove
Lah-Lah will get everyone up dancing to their much-loved tunes and some Christmas 
favourites with a special Lah-Lah twist, and lots of laughs. Plus, there will be a special surprise 
visit from you know who, and he has been practising his trombone so he can join the band! 

Join Mister Saxophone, Squeezy Sneezy, Tom Tom, Buzz the Bandleader, Lola the Dancing 
Double Bass and the ever loveable Lah-Lah, for a Christmas show that will have the kids 
grinning and shimmying from go to whoa. Slip on your dancing shoes and bop away to the 
fun-filled sounds of Lah-Lah and the band that jams all over the land.

Wednesday 13 December, doors 10.00am, 10.30am show
Hurstville Entertainment Centre - Marana Auditorium, MacMahon Street, Hurstville
$25.50 | Tickets: www.hec.org.au  (Children under 12 months are free with a paying adult) 

Georgie the Dragon 
Since Council was proclaimed 17 months ago and a new 
logo was finalised, we searched for a way to further embed 
Council’s identity within the community. We decided on a mascot 
–  ‘Georgie’ the Dragon – who will be in attendance at many of 
Council’s official events from now on, including Australia Day and 
Chinese New Year celebrations.

Georgie's design was based on the new Council logo, and sports 
a dashing Georges River Council logo-emblazoned vest. Georgie 
already has a busy schedule, and has been popping up at various 
events throughout the area including two local childcare centres, 
two official openings and a number of community events including 
school fetes and children’s sport finals.

Georgie has proved extremely popular, particularly with young 
children. If there is a community-focused event that you would be 
interested in having Georgie attend please send an email to check 
availability via mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au or phone 9330 6400.

Menopause the Musical 
– Women on Fire!
Menopause The Musical – Women on Fire! follows the story of four women who meet at a 
lingerie sale and discover they have plenty in common, including memory loss, night sweats, hot 
flushes, too much sex, not enough sex and much more! What’s a hot flush between friends!?

Previous tours of this hysterical and uplifting show have sold out, so don't delay, call your 
friends and book your tickets today.

Only Menopause The Musical - Woman on Fire! can take hot flushes, mood swings, and 
memory loss, and transform them into a universally praised, international sensation.

Thursday 16 November 2017, 7.30pm
Hurstville Entertainment Centre - Marana Auditorium, MacMahon Street, Hurstville 
$45.00 | Tickets: www.trybooking.com/PWJZ 
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13 DECEMBER
Lah-Lah – Santa’s got a 
brand new groove! 
Get up and dance to Christmas 
favorites with Lah-Lah.
10.00am | Marana Auditorium | 
$25.50 | www.hec.org.au

9 DECEMBER
Magic of Christmas at Carss 
Bush Park 
Live shows, children’s activities, 
food and market stalls. 
5.00pm | Carss Bush Park | free
 

9 DECEMBER
Christmas at the Museum  
& Gallery 
All ages Museum & Gallery 
Christmas dress up party. 
10.30am | Hurstville Museum 
& Gallery | free

2 DECEMBER
Dragonflies	Kids’	Club	-	Tiny	
towns 
Workshops are designed for 
children aged 4 -10 years.
11.00am | Hurstville Museum 
& Gallery | $5.50

1 DECEMBER
Summer Reading Club 2017 
opens. 
Georges River Libraries will 
be taking part in the annual 
Summer Reading Club.
free

30 NOVEMBER
George Washingmachine at 
the Civic!
7.00pm | Civic Theatre | 
$25/$20 | www.hec.org.au

25 NOVEMBER 
Art Attack - Renaissance
Workshops designed for 
children aged 7-12 years. 
10.30am | Hurstville Museum 
& Gallery | $5.50

24 NOVEMBER 
White Ribbon Walk
Help raise awareness of, 
and stand against, domestic 
violence. 
1.00pm | Kogarah Park | free

23 NOVEMBER
Author Talk - Paul Irish, 
Hidden in plain view: the 
Aboriginal people of coastal 
Sydney
10.30am | Kogarah Library 
and Service Centre | free

19 NOVEMBER
Film Seen - Blancanieves (2012)
Become a member of your 
local film club and view the 
above feature.
1.00pm | Civic Theatre | free
www.filmseen.com

17 NOVEMBER
Seniors Art in the Courtyard 
For active seniors who have 
beginner skills in drawing. 
10.00am | Hurstville Museum 
& Gallery | $5.50 per session

16 NOVEMBER 
Menopause the Musical
A non-stop comedic celebration 
of women and “the change”. 
7.30pm | Marana Auditorium | 
$45.00 | www.hec.org.au

16 NOVEMBER
IELTS masterclass 
Get help to understand IELTS 
assessment criteria. 
5.00pm | Kogarah Library and 
Service Centre | free

15 NOVEMBER
Festive Quilling workshop 
Discover the beautiful craft of 
quilling. 
10.30am | Kogarah Library 
and Service Centre | free

10 NOVEMBER
Georges River Art Prize 
exhibition opens.
6.00pm | Hurstville Museum & 
Gallery and Kogarah Library 
and Cultural Centre | free

7 NOVEMBER
Creative Corner
Tuesdays 11.00am | All ages
3.30pm | 5-18 years | Kogarah 
Library and Service Centre
Fridays 3.30pm | All ages                        
Oatley Library

1 NOVEMBER
Watercolour Workshop with 
Marion Chapman
Create your own beautiful 
watercolour.
10.30am | Kogarah Library 
and Service Centre | $5.20 

1 NOVEMBER
Georges River Council 
Christmas Lights 
Competition opens. 
See article on page 12 for 
more details.

WHAT'S ON
GEORGES  
RIVER  
COUNCIL 
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Thurs 16 Nov 2017 
Marana Auditorium
Hurstville Entertainment Centre
MacMahon Street, Hurstville

Doors 7.30pm | 8pm Show
TICKETS $45
www.trybooking.com/PWJZ

www.hec.org.au

GEORGES
RIVER
COUNCIL

HURSTVILLE
ENTERTAINMENT

CENTRE

IELTS Masterclass 

 This masterclass will give you practical tips on 
how best to enhance your English, help you 
understand IELTS assessment criteria and give 
guidance on the common mistakes to avoid. 

It will also cover the four main exam areas:  
writing • listening • reading • speaking

Thursday 16 November 2017 5.00pm-7.00pm
Kogarah Library and Service Centre
Bookings essential: www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au
Enquiries: 9330 9527

HURSTVILLE LIBRARY Corner Queens Road and Dora Street, Hurstville | P 9330 6111
KOGARAH LIBRARY AND SERVICE CENTRE Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street, Kogarah | P 9330 9527
OATLEY LIBRARY 26 Letitia Street, Oatley | P 9579 6553
PENSHURST LIBRARY 630 Forest Road (near Olds Park), Penshurst | P 9330 6422
SOUTH HURSTVILLE LIBRARY Corner Short and Allen Streets, South Hurstville | P 9330 9529
www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au



GEORGES RIVER CIVIC CENTRE 
Corner MacMahon and Dora Streets, Hurstville 
Opening hours: Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5.00pm 

HURSTVILLE LIBRARY AND SERVICE CENTRE 
Corner Queens Road and Dora Street, Hurstville 
Opening hours: Monday - Friday 9.30am - 9.00pm 
Saturday - Sunday 9.30 - 4.00pm 

KOGARAH LIBRARY AND SERVICE CENTRE 
Kogarah Town Square, Belgrave Street, Kogarah 
Opening hours: Monday - Friday 8.30am - 7.00pm 
Saturday 10.00am - 4.00pm, Sunday 10.00am - 1.00pm 

GEORGES
RIVER COUNCIL

Blakehurst Hurstville Kogarah Bay Mortdale Peakhurst

Sam Elmir 
0410 654 310
selmir@
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Vince Badalati 
0411 745 255 
vbadalati@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Stephen Agius 
0419 556 023 
sagius@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Con Hindi
0408 383 783 
chindi@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kevin Greene 
Mayor 
9330 6020 
kgreene@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Sandy Grekas 
0424 617 831 
sgrekas@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nancy Liu
0400 681 188 
nliu@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Nick Katris 
0419 402 191 
nkatris@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Lou Konjarski 
0421 188 896 
Lkonjarski@
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Rita Kastanias 
0416 009 695 
rkastanias@
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Kathryn Landsberry
Deputy Mayor
0419 984 934 
klandsberry@
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Christina Wu 
0400 241 851 
cwu@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Leesha Payor 
9330 6296 
lpayor@ 
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Warren Tegg 
0427 671 666 
wtegg@
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

Colleen Symington 
0409 546 202 
csymington@
georgesriver.nsw.gov.au

GeorgesRiverCouncil             @Georges_River 

9330 6400 | mail@georgesriver.nsw.gov.au | PO Box 205, Hurstville NSW 1481 

www.georgesriver.nsw.gov.au  

GEORGES RIVER
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