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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Artefact Heritage has been engaged by Hurstville City Council to prepare a Heritage Assessment 

(HA) for the Hurstville City Museum and Gallery, located at 14 MacMahon Street (the site).  The site 

has previously been identified as a listed item of local heritage significance on the Hurstville City 

Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 1994 and the State Heritage Inventory database. The site is located 

within the proposed Hurstville Civic Centre Master Plan area. This HA provides a detailed analysis 

and heritage significance assessment of the site to inform the MP and future planning and 

development.  It also includes a discussion of the heritage implications of the proposed MP. 

Overview of findings  

 The Hurstville City Museum and Gallery at 14 MacMahon Street was originally part of a large land 

grant made to Captain John Townson in 1808. Following subdivision in 1929, Dr John Saxon 

Crakanthorp constructed Kenilworth (the present-day Hurstville City Museum and Gallery).  

 The building was part of the Inter-War development of Hurstville. It retains key attributes and is an 

example of an Old English style house which is uncommon in Hurstville, but there are other 

examples in surrounding and other Sydney suburbs.  

 The Hurstville City Museum and Gallery is of local heritage significance and is included as an item 

of local significance in the Hurstville LEP 1994. However, it is within land identified as a deferred 

matter in the LEP 2012.   

 The proposed Hurstville Civic Centre Master Plan does not include retention of this heritage item 

and would seek its demolition, resulting in a heritage impact.  

 The community benefits created by the development would include a major library, community 

facilities and public open space, and provides justification for the demolition of the item.  

Recommendations 

 A detailed Heritage Impact Statement should be prepared and be submitted with any Development 

Application for the demolition of the building.  This would provide a detailed analysis of the 

heritage impact and justification.  It should also include what mitigation would be implemented, 

such as detailed photographic archival recording. 

 Opportunities to incorporate other mitigation measures such as heritage interpretation and 

relocation of the Museum and Gallery collections / archives within the new development should be 

considered early in the Civic Centre planning phase.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Background 

Hurstville City Council (Council) are preparing the Hurstville Civic Precinct Master Plan (MP).  The 

proposed Civic Centre redevelopment is to include commercial, municipal, residential and retail 

components. New public open spaces, basement car parking and facilities such as a library and 

auditorium are also included.   This civic centre is planned for land bounded by Queens Road, Park 

Road, MacMahon Street and Barrett Street.  

Artefact Heritage has been engaged by Hurstville City Council to prepare a Heritage Assessment 

(HA) for the Hurstville City Museum and Gallery, located at 14 MacMahon Street (the site).  The site 

has previously been identified as a locally significant heritage item and listed on the Hurstville City 

Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 1994 and the State Heritage Inventory database. As it is within the 

land identified as the ‘Civic Centre’ and would be subject to the MP, it is not included in the current 

2012 LEP.  

This HA provides a detailed analysis and heritage significance assessment of the site to inform the 

MP and future planning and development.  It also includes a discussion of the heritage implications of 

the proposed MP. 

1.2 Site Identification  

Hurstville City Museum and Gallery is identified as Lot 201 DP 831931 and is located at 14 

MacMahon Street, Hurstville. The building is located in the Civic Centre of Hurstville and is within the 

Hurstville City Council Local Government Area (LGA).  

Figure 1: Aerial photo showing location of the site at 14 MacMahon Street, Hurstville (Source 
Lands & Property Information SIX Maps). 
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1.3 Statutory Context  

1.3.1 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) establishes the framework for 

cultural heritage values to be formally assessed in the land use planning, development consent and 

environmental impact assessment processes. The EP&A Act requires that environmental impacts are 

considered prior to land development; this includes impacts on cultural heritage items and places as 

well as archaeological sites and deposits. The EP&A Act also requires that local governments 

prepare planning instruments (such as Local Environmental Plans [LEPs] and Development Control 

Plans [DCPs]) in accordance with the EP&A Act to provide guidance on the level of environmental 

assessment required.  

Hurstville LEP 2012  

The study area falls within the boundaries of the Hurstville LGA. Clause 5.10 outlines the provisions 

which apply to heritage conservation. The aim of the LEP in relation to heritage is to conserve the 

heritage significance of heritage items and heritage conservation areas, including associated fabric, 

settings, views and archaeological sites. The LEP lists items of heritage significance within the local 

government area in Schedule 5 and specify aims and objectives to be addressed in any development 

application.  

1.3.2 Heritage Listing 

The site is listed as a heritage item (item I157) in Schedule 2 of the Hurstville 1994 LEP.  It is also 

included in the State Heritage Inventory (SHI) database (1810094) and identified as an item of local 

heritage significance. 

The site is not included in Schedule 5 of the LEP 2012 as it is within land which was excluded from 

the recent amendments. This land is identified as a deferred matter under the LEP 2012 and the 

clauses of the 1994 LEP apply for this listed item until resolved.  

1.4 Limitation and Constraints 

This report provides a heritage assessment of the Hurstville City Museum and Gallery only. A detailed 

heritage impact statement has not been included. An assessment of impact on surrounding heritage 

items, and detailed archaeological assessment, has not have not been included in this assessment.  

1.5 Authorship and Acknowledgements  

This report was prepared by Shona Lindsay (Graduate Heritage Consultant) and Jenny Winnett 

(Senior Heritage Consultant). The report was reviewed by Abi Cryerhall (Principal, Historic Heritage). 

Artefact Heritage would like to acknowledge the assistance of the following: 

 Bethany Leyshon (H&CS Coordinator, Hurstville City Museum and Gallery); 

 Claire Stuckey (Property Development Manager, Hurstville City Council); 

 Krista Murphy (Communications Manager, JBA Urban); and 

 Angus Halligan (Principal Planner, JBA Urban). 
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2.0 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

2.1 Aboriginal History 

The locations and boundaries of traditional Aboriginal language groups within the greater Sydney 

region is based on observations by Europeans since the early 1700’s and therefore may sometimes 

be inaccurate or incomplete. It is currently acknowledged that the greater Sydney region was 

occupied by five different language groups, each made up of smaller tribes or clans.1 The two 

language groups of the Hurstville area are the Darug and Gameygal, whose clans were present within 

the general vicinity of Botany Bay.  

The Darug occupied the area from Broken Bay to the northern and western area of Botany Bay, the 

north shore of the Georges River stretching westward to Appin in the south, and along the 

Nepean/Hawkesbury catchment to the north.2 The Durug were further split into hinterland and coastal 

clans. The coastal clans of the Durug may have included the study area within their traditional 

boundaries. The Gameyjal clan is believed to have resided in the St George area, south of the study 

area.3 

2.2 First Land Grants and Subdivision  

Following British colonisation of Sydney in 1788, two of the largest land grants in the Sydney region 

were in the Hurstville area.  The 1950 acres of land granted to Captain John Townson in 1808 

included the present suburb of Hurstville and part of Bexley (Figure 2).  Penshurst, Mortdale and parts 

of Peakhurst were part of land granted to Robert Townson.4 

In 1812 Simeon Lord, a wealthy merchant, purchased Captain John Townson’s land and it became 

known as Lord's Forest (Figure 3). It is likely the land was leased to timber getters during this period, 

and undated parish plans label Lord’s Forest as being ‘under cultivation.’ Following the death of 

Simeon Lord the land came under the control of John Rose Holden and James Holt of the Bank of 

NSW.5 In the 1840s subdivision of these large estates into small farm lots began but few of these 

sold. Subdivision into farm lots and later suburban blocks continued, but population growth remained 

slow.6 

2.3 Development of Hurstville  

Hurstville was initially known as ‘Gannon’s Forest.’ Originally the village comprised a small number of 

commercial enterprises that gathered around the Blue Post Inn and the Post Office in the early 1850s. 

Two other hotels followed – the Currency Lass near the Post Office and the Gardeners’ Arms near 

the later road bridge near Hurstville Station. The Anglican School was officially recognised in c. 1855 

and the timber Anglican Church opened nearby in 1856. The Public School joined these buildings and 

other shops in 1876.7  

Hurstville grew substantially after the construction of a station in 1884, as part of the Illawarra 

Railway. The station gave the name to the area, as it was named after a nearby school.8 Land was 

                                                      
1 Attenbrow 2010: 17.  
2 Attenbrow 2010: 22-36. 
3 Attenbrow 2010: 22-36. 
4 Hurstville City Council, History of Hurstville, accessed 8 January 2016, 
<http://www.hurstville.nsw.gov.au/preview.aspx?PageID=179>. 
5 ibid. 
6 City Plan Heritage 2013: 32. 
7 City Plan Heritage 2013: 32. 
8 Lawrence, p. 107. 

http://www.hurstville.nsw.gov.au/preview.aspx?PageID=179
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subdivided, and later converted into residential building blocks. Following the expansion of Hurstville, 

the town developed its own council in 1887. A commercial centre developed around the station as 

commuters brought business and local amenities were constructed.9 Rural activities, however, 

persisted in the wider Hurstville local government area well into the twentieth century.  

2.4 MacMahon Street 

MacMahon Street was named after Patrick MacMahon, who arrived in Sydney aboard the Caroline in 

1854. The MacMahon's had eight children and lived at Kirribilli until they purchased a large parcel of 

land at Hurstville in c.1883.10 The MacMahon's new estate, called Dalcassia Estate, (originally part of 

the 1810 grant to Captain John Townson) encompassed the area bounded by current Dora, Patrick 

and MacMahon Streets and Stoney Creek Road. MacMahon built a mansion, known as ‘Moyarta’, on 

his estate which was gradually subdivided between the late 19th century and 1939 (Figure 4). The 

house was eventually demolished to make way for the current Civic Centre, located immediately west 

of the Hurstville Museum and Gallery.11  

Figure 2: Undated (pre-1898) plan of the Parish of St George showing John Townson’s grant of 
1950 acres (Source: Lands & Property Information Parish Maps).  

 

                                                      
9 Hurstville City Council, History of Hurstville. 
10 P Davis, The Hurstville Story: A history of Hurstville Municipality 1887-1987, Marque Publishing, Hurstville, 1986, p. 75.  
11 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, Hurstville City Museum and Gallery, accessed 6 January 2016, 
<http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1810094>. 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1810094
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Figure 3: Undated plan of the Parish of St George showing Hurstville Station (likely a later 
annotation) within ‘Lords Forest’ (Source: Lands & Property Information Parish Maps). 

 

Figure 4: 1908 Richardson & Wrench subdivision plan of the Dalcassia Estate showing the 
location of ‘MacMahons Cottage’ (presumably ‘Moyarta’), immediately west of the study area 
(Source: NLA MAP Folder 77, LFSP 1165). 
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2.5  14 MacMahon Street—1929 to Present 

The Old English style house was designed by the architectural firm Peddle Thorp & Walker (Figure 

6).12 It was built in 1929 for Dr John Saxon Crakanthorp, a local doctor who used the property as his 

practice, surgery and residence. The property was initially known as Kenilworth and numbered as 20 

MacMahon Street. In 1962 it became 14 MacMahon Street.13 The house originally had greenhouses 

at the rear, where Dr Crakanthorp grew orchids. The gardens at the front were full of azaleas.14 

Dr Crakanthorp resided in the property with his wife Valerie, and two daughters Rosemary and 

Philippa.15 Philippa recalled that MacMahon Street did not have many shops on it when she was 

growing up, but a pharmacy, fire station, police station, church, and hotel were present.16 The surgery 

formed part of a small group of medical services, including the practice of Dr Edward R. Figtree 

across the street and the Hurstville and District United Friendly Society Pharmacy (currently listed on 

the Hurstville LEP 2012). The Goshen Provate Hospital (now the Hurstville Private Hospital) was 

located nearby in Gloucester Road and a Dr Kaines opened his surgery at 96 Queens Road in 

1953.17  

The practice was closed during the Second World War, whilst Dr Crakanthorp served as a Lieutenant 

Colonel with the Australian Army.  

As a prominent local doctor, Dr Crakanthorp was associated with the establishment of Danebank 

School, which his daughter Rosemary attended. He also played Rugby Union for Australia in 1923, 

later becoming the club doctor for the local St George District Rugby Union Football Club.18  

This connection possibly influenced the purchase of 14 MacMahon Street by St. George District 

Rugby Union Football Club in 1962 who used the property as a clubhouse between 1962-1978. 

Following the change of ownership, modifications were said to have been made to the property to 

accommodate a women's lounge, members bar, library, television room, and sporting facilities (Figure 

7). 19 A more recent interview confirms that most of these were implemented, but no sporting facilities 

were constructed, and the library was most likely a book shelf in the television room.20 A cement 

balcony, which isn’t currently present, was added to the outside area to provide additional seating.21 

Doors were constructed to make way for this balcony on the side of the rear of the building.22 

Sold to Hurstville City Council in 1978, the house was leased as Tramonto Restaurant; MacMahon’s 

Manor (theatre restaurant) in 1983 under management of John and Annette Ibbitson;23 MacMahon 

Street Galleries and Restaurant,24 and Fanaria’s Restaurant (Figure 8) which closed in 2003.25  

                                                      
12 Hurstville City Library, Propeller, Special Supplement, Local Studies Collection, Hurstville City Library, 31 May 1962. 
13 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, Hurstville City Museum and Gallery. 
14 B Heilmann and B Leyshon, ‘Oral history interview. Exhibition: If These Walls Could Talk: Stories From 14 MacMahon Street : 
Interviewee: Philippa Williams ; Subject: Doctor Crakanthorp's home and practice at 14 MacMahon Street ; Date: 10 May, 
2013,The Council, Hurstville, 2015. 
15 Hurstville Library Museum and Gallery Blog, If these Walls Could Talk. Stories from 14 MacMahon Street – Dr Crakanthorp’s 
home & practice, 2014, accessed 6 January 2016, <http://hurstvillelmg.blogspot.com.au/2014_03_01_archive.html>. 
16 Heilmann and Leyshon, 2015. 
17 ’14 MacMahon Street – if these walls could talk’ 2014 exhibition at the Hurstville Museum and Gallery.  
18 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, Hurstville City Museum and Gallery. 
19 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, Hurstville City Museum and Gallery. 
20 B Heilmann, Oral history interview. Exhibition: If These Walls Could Talk: Stories From 14 MacMahon Street : Interviewee: 
Craig Fear ; Subject: Museum & Gallery at 14 MacMahon Street ; Date: 3 June, 2013, The Council, Hurstville, 2015. 
21 ibid. 
22 ibid. 
23 Hurstville Library Museum and Gallery Blog, If these Walls Could Talk. Stories from 14 MacMahon Street – MacMahon’s 
Manor, 2014, accessed 6 January 2016, <http://hurstvillelmg.blogspot.com.au/2014/04/if-these-walls-could-talk.html>. 
24 B Leyshon, Oral history interview. Exhibition: If These Walls Could Talk: Stories From 14 MacMahon Street: Interviewee: Julie 
Meredith; Subject: Wedding reception at MacMahon Street Galleries & Restaurant, 14 MacMahon Street, Hurstville ; Date: 13 
June, 2013, The Council, Hurstville, 2015. 
25 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, Hurstville City Museum and Gallery.  

http://hurstvillelmg.blogspot.com.au/2014_03_01_archive.html
http://hurstvillelmg.blogspot.com.au/2014/04/if-these-walls-could-talk.html
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Following the closure of the restaurant, the St George Regional Museum moved to MacMahon Street 

in 2004 from Forest Road.26 This movement saw some alterations, such as covering up of the 

fireplace in the main room, changing windows, carpets and light fittings and painting the Tudor style 

outdoor panelling black.27 The renovations also removed the bar, and covered up some of the 

restaurant facilities, such as the exhaust fans.28 There was also a comment that a fire occurred when 

the property was a restaurant, and this was later painted over during the renovations to make the 

museum.29 

Since 2004, 14 MacMahon Street has operated as a museum and is currently called Hurstville City 

Museum and Gallery under ownership of the local council. A museum exhibit ran at the Hurstville City 

Museum and Gallery between 18 February 2014 – 11 May 2014 titled “If these walls could talk: 

Stories from 14 MacMahon Street”, which included stories taken from locals and past occupants of 

the house.30  

2.5.1 Peddle Thorp & Walker 

The house was designed by Peddle Thorp & Walker which was established in Sydney by James 

Peddle in 1889. Peddle was notable in the domestic field, adapting the practice of architecture he 

learned in England and the USA. In the mid-1950’s the massive growth of Australia’s built 

environment saw the firm grow to dominate the commercial building market, for which it is still 

renowned. Peddle Thorp & Walker constructed the influential AMP Tower at Circular Quay in 1962. 

They also designed the civic centre in Hurstville in 1962.31  More recently, Peddle Thorp & Walker 

(now known as PTW) were involved in the construction of the Barangaroo project. 

  

                                                      
26 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, Hurstville City Museum and Gallery. 
27 B Leyshon and B Heilmann, Oral history interview. Exhibition: If These Walls Could Talk: Stories From 14 MacMahon Street: 
Interviewee: Rebekah Schulz ; Subject: Museum & Gallery at 14 MacMahon Street ; Date: 8 July, 2013, The Council, Hurstville, 
2015.  
28 ibid. 
29 ibid. 
30 Hurstville City Council, If these Walls Could Talk. Stories from 14 MacMahon Street, 2014, accessed 6 January 2016, 
<http://lmg.hurstville.nsw.gov.au/ExhibitionDetail.aspx?PageID=941&ItemID=126&mode=cur&keyword=&title=IF%20THESE%2
0WALLS%20COULD%20TALK:%20STORIES%20FROM%2014%20MACMAHON%20STREET&page>. 
31 Hurstville City Library, Propeller, Special Supplement, Local Studies Collection, Hurstville City Library, 31 May 1962. 

http://lmg.hurstville.nsw.gov.au/ExhibitionDetail.aspx?PageID=941&ItemID=126&mode=cur&keyword=&title=IF%20THESE%20WALLS%20COULD%20TALK:%20STORIES%20FROM%2014%20MACMAHON%20STREET&page
http://lmg.hurstville.nsw.gov.au/ExhibitionDetail.aspx?PageID=941&ItemID=126&mode=cur&keyword=&title=IF%20THESE%20WALLS%20COULD%20TALK:%20STORIES%20FROM%2014%20MACMAHON%20STREET&page
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Figure 5: Original architectural plans of house (Source: PTW Architects). 
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Figure 6: Aerial photo from 1943 of location of the site at 14 MacMahon Street, Hurstville 
(Source Lands & Property Information SIX Maps). 

 

Figure 7: Original plot plan of house surveyed in 1963 (Source: Hurstville City Museum and 
Gallery). 
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Figure 8: Ground floor plan of Fanari’s Restaurant (Source: Hurstville City Museum and 
Gallery). 

 

 

2.6 Historical Themes 

The NSW Heritage Division guidelines highlight the importance of the relationship between a site and 

its historical context in the assessment process. The NSW Historical Themes were developed by the 

Heritage Council of NSW to connect local issues to the broader history of NSW and provide a context 

in which the heritage assessment criteria can be applied. 

The following themes have been found to be relevant to the study area:  

Australian theme NSW theme 

3 Developing local, regional and national economies Health 

4 Building settlements, towns and cities Accommodation 

8 Developing Australia’s cultural life  Leisure 

8 Developing Australia’s cultural life  Social institutions 
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3.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE ITEM 

An inspection of the subject site was undertaken by Jenny Winnett (Senior Heritage Consultant) and 

Shona Lindsay (Graduate Heritage Consultant) on 15 January 2016. Photographs were taken of the 

exterior and interior of the building and the surrounding streetscape (Figure 10 to Figure 29).     

3.1 Overview 

The Hurstville City Museum and Gallery is located within the civic centre of the suburb Hurstville. Its 

design is in ‘Old English’ architectural style, popular in the Inter-War period.  consists of a two storey 

house primarily of brick with some textured render and half timbering. There are minimal decorative 

features, with a small catslide roof near the main entrance and corbelled brickwork on the entryway. 

The front windows are casement with leadlight glazing. The interior fittings and details have been 

retained in good condition, particularly the ceiling finishes.32  

Figure 9: Hurstville City Museum and Gallery (Source: Hurstville City Council). 

 

 

3.2 14 MacMahon Street, Hurstville - Building Description 

The building consists of a two storey red-brown brick house with a terracotta tiled roof, with a tall brick 

chimney, Tudor style half-timbering, a recessed porch, and steep gables. Modern signs are at the 

front of the building, marking that it is a museum.  

                                                      
 32 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, Hurstville City Museum and Gallery. 
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The main entrance is through an original large wooden door with glass decoration. The interior has 

original dark wood detail throughout the main part of the building. The central staircase has dark 

wood handrails and balustrade with decorative post tops. An original large leadlight glass window with 

metal decoration is in the stairwell. There are timber floorboards in the living room on the ground floor. 

The flooring of the rest of the house does not appear to be original or has been covered up. Records 

show some modification to make the flooring level for access. 

There are decorative ceiling mouldings in the living room, entrance hall and surgery although it is 

unsure whether these are original or part of the MacMahon’s Manor renovations. There is plaster 

moulding decoration around the light fitting in the entrance hall and the stairwell, and these are 

possibly part of the renovations. The interior wall finishes are modern, and now forms part of the 

gallery with exhibits on the walls. 

On the ground floor, the original surgery waiting room has been modified to accommodate a kitchen 

when the building was a restaurant. Vents and ceramic tiles have been to the walls, and a kitchen 

serving window has also been added. The veranda is now built-in and forms part of the room 

attached to the original dining room and the window has been filled in. The partition doors between 

the living room and the dining room have been filled in. The original kitchen, veranda and laundry 

have been modified. A wall has been removed to make a consistent hallway from entrance to the rear 

of the building where a dresser and cupboards were originally as part of the kitchen. The side 

entrance to the surgery has been filled in.  

The upper floor has been modified into an open area between Bedroom Room 1 and Bedroom Room 

2, and the balcony. The other rooms are intact on this floor.  

An extension is present at the rear of the property, most likely part of the 1963 development when the 

house was made into the rugby clubhouse. This extension has been modified throughout its history, 

from hosting a large bar to now being the main gallery of the museum. The windows have been 

blocked in on the north side of the extension as part of the museum redevelopment.  

Figure 10: Interior of front door. Figure 11: Front door lead glass decoration. 
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Figure 12: Turned wood front door handle. Figure 13. Bottom of staircase. 

 
 

 

Figure 14: View of top of staircase. Figure 15: Balustrade with decorative post. 
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Figure 16: Stairwell window. Figure 17: Ceiling rosette in stairwell. 

  
 
Figure 18: Cornice plaster decoration in 
rooms. 

 
Figure 19: Former living room. 

  
 
Figure 20: Former living room with sign 
covering original fire place. 

 
Figure 21: Former living room with ceiling 
detail. 
 

  
 

Figure 22: Floor boards in former living room 
contrasting with entrance hall floor covering. 

Figure 23: Former dining room with veranda 
area. 

  



 

  
Page 15 

 

 
Figure 24: Main gallery area in rear extension. 

 
Figure 25: Main gallery area in rear extension. 

  
 
Figure 26: View of cupboards in Bed Room 1 
(second floor). 

 
Figure 27: Light and plaster detail in entrance 
hall. 

  
 

Figure 28: View of windows in former waiting 
room (ground floor). 

Figure 29: View in former waiting room 
(ground floor). 
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3.2.1 Condition and Integrity 

Comparison of the original architectural drawings and elevations for the building with later floorplans 

indicate that the front of the former residence has undergone relatively little modification, with the 

exception of the removal of the original driveway and doctor’s surgery entrance on the western side.  

The rear of the building, however, was substantially altered in 1989 when alterations and extensions 

were made for its use as restaurant which included an extension of the building on the northern side 

to create additional 36m2 floor area.  

During 1993, the change of use from restaurant/reception to cafe style restaurant and studio gallery 

included internal alterations. Before the opening of the museum in 2004, alterations were made to the 

internal features.  

Table 1: Overview of elements and modifications.  

Item Location Date Notes 

Landscaping 
External, fronting MacMahon 
Street 

c.1993 
Plantings, concrete path and signage, not 
original. 

Southern façade  
External, fronting MacMahon 
Street  

1929 

Windows and frames, original, including 
leadlight in staircase 
Half-timber gables, original (new paint) 
Front door, original 

Eastern façade  
External, fronting public 
carpark 

1929 Original windows (some infilled) 

Internal staircase Internal 1929 Original 

Entrance hall Internal 1929 

Plasterwork, possible original (new paint) 
Timber wall panelling, original 
Floorboards, Floorboards, possibly original 
(carpeted) 
Rear of entry hall has been modified to 
create opening between 1980s extension 

Front room Internal, ground floor 
1929 with 
c.1990s 
modifications 

Original front room 
Fireplace, original, retained behind 
temporary panelling  
Timber wall panelling, original 
Plasterwork, possibly original (new paint) 
Floorboards, original 
Internal wall and door between room and 
entrance hall has been removed 

Second room Internal, ground floor 
1929 with 
c.1990s 
modifications 

Original living room 
Fireplace, original, retained behind 
temporary panelling  
Timber wall panelling, original 
Plasterwork, possibly original (new paint) 
Floorboards, possibly original (carpeted) 
Internal wall and door between room and 
entrance hall has been removed 
Original wall between eastern verandah and 
room has been removed to create an open 
space 
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Original doctor’s 
surgery 

Internal, western side of 
building, ground floor 

1929 with 
substantial 
c.1980s 
modifications 

Original entrance (original verandah infilled) 
Waiting room floorplan partially retained, 
interior fit out modified to create kitchen in 
1980s (including vents, ceramic tiles and 
serving hatch) 

Rear room and 
toilets  

Rear of building 
1980s 
alterations 

Flooring, ceiling, not original (1980s 
alteration) 
Toilets partly original, although heavily 
modified 

First floor 
bedroom 1 

Internal, first floor 
1929 with 
c.1980s/1990s 
modifications 

Wall between bedrooms 1 and 2 and has 
been removed 
Timber wall panelling, original 
Storage cupboards and doors, original 
Floorboards, possibly original (carpeted) 

First floor 
bedroom 2 

Internal, first floor 
1929 with 
c.1980s/1990s 
modifications 

Wall between bedrooms 1 and 2 has been 
removed 
Timber wall panelling, original 
Floorboards, Floorboards, possibly original 
(carpeted) 

First floor 
bedroom 3 

Internal, first floor 1929 
Timber wall panelling, original 
Floorboards, Floorboards, possibly original 
(carpeted) 

First floor 
bedroom 4 

Internal, first floor 1929 

Original maid’s bedroom 
Timber wall panelling, original 
Floorboards, Floorboards, possibly original 
(carpeted) 

Storage cupboard Internal, first floor 1929 Original shelving and door 

Upstairs 
bathrooms 

Internal, first floor 
1929 with 
c.1980s/1990s 
modifications 

Original configuration 
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Figure 30: Overlay of the original 1929 floor plan (red) on the later floorplan showing additions 
made in the 1980s (the current floor plan).   
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Figure 31: Overlay of the 1963 floor plan (blue), including outbuildings, on the later floorplan 
showing additions made in the 1980s (the current floor plan).   
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Figure 32: Overview of elements removed or added on ground floor, overlaid on 1929 
architectural drawings.   
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Figure 33: Overview of elements removed or added on first floor, overlaid on 1929 
architectural drawings.   

 

3.2.2 Grounds 

The landscaping reflects the current public use of the building. A small brick fence is located at the 

front of the property, and a concrete path runs from the road to the door, neither of which are original. 

The area to the north of the property has been paved, and a ramp installed that attaches to a door 

that was originally part of the rear extension.  

The fernery, glass house and original side driveway and rear garage illustrated in the 1963 plot plan 

have been demolished and no traces were visible.  

3.2.3 Setting  

The streetscape consists predominantly mid to late 20th century commercial, such as the 

neighbouring civic centre. A large carpark is directly to the north of the house. As the house is set 

back from the street, the main views of the house are directly adjacent, and the side of the house can 

be seen when approaching MacMahon Street from the north. There are three other LEP heritage 

listed items in the vicinity of 14 MacMahon Street. These are non-residential, and include the Fire 

Station at 27 MacMahon Street (Hurstville LEP 2012 I159), St Giles Presbyterian Church at 1 

MacMahon Street (Hurstville LEP 2012 I156), and the Friendly Societies Dispensary building, which is 

located directly opposite 14 MacMahon Street (Hurstville LEP 2012 item I158).  
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Figure 34: View looking south of MacMahon Street. 

 

Figure 35: St Giles Presbyterian Church. 
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Figure 36: Friendly Society Dispensary Building. 

 

Figure 37: Fire Station building. 
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3.3 Comparative Analysis 

The building at 14 MacMahon Street was constructed in the Inter-War Old English house style, and 

consists of a two storey house primarily of brick with some textured render and half timbering. The 

following section outlines the development of this architectural style, and provides an overview of 

comparative examples. Few comparable examples were identified in the areas immediately 

surrounding Hurstville, and the search parameters were widened to include the greater Sydney 

region.  

3.3.1 Inter-War architectural styles 

The Inter-War architectural period dates between 1915-1940 in Australia. It consisted of sub-styles 

such as: 

 Art Deco 

 Old English 

 Californian Bungalow 

 Ashgrovian 

 Spanish Mission 

 Early modern 

 Georgian Revival  

 Academic Classical 

 Free Classical 

 Mediterranean 

 Romanesque  

 Functionalist  

 Gothic 

 Skyscraper Gothic 

These styles arose after increased connections to other parts of the world following the first world 

war, with many influences coming from America, Spain, and the Mediterranean. Some styles reflected 

an homage to England for the predominately Anglo-Saxon population, and there was a tendency for 

functional designs.   

There are 42 LEP heritage listed Inter-War style buildings in Hurstville, and 48 within Hurstville LGA. 

3.3.2 Old English Style 

Inter-War Old English style architecture linked back to styles favoured in England after the First World 

War. Mostly built for the middle class, the design was reminiscent of Tudor buildings, utilising: 

 Asymmetrical massing; 

 Vertical proportions; 

 Face or succo brickwork; 

 Herringbone or corbelled nogging; 

 Half-timbering used in gables and upper storeys; 

 Medium and steep-pitch hipped or gable tiled roofs with timber bargeboards; 

 Tall brick chimneys, often with terracotta pots; and 

 Sash windows with leadlight casement, diamond pattern glazing.33 

Although the Inter-War style is prominent in the area, this site is the only example of the Old English 

style listed. There are other examples of Old English style houses in the Sydney area, with three 

listed examples of houses present in the adjacent suburb of Oatley. One example from Darling Point 

that is comparative to 14 MacMahon Street, and also designed by the same architect, is Chiltern. 

Examples of Inter-War Old English style houses present in the wider Sydney region included in 

sections below. 

                                                      
33 R Apperly, R Irving and P Reynolds, A Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture; Styles and Terms from 1788 to 
the Present, Angus & Robertson, Sydney, 1994, p. 202-205. 
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23 and 25 Annette Street, Oatley 

Two examples of Inter-War Old English style houses are listed in Oatley, a suburb to the southwest of 

Hurstville. These are comparative in building style and both two-storey. The houses were built 

between 1929-1931 as part of the Oatley Bay Estate. Although designed by a different architect, they 

have similar features to 14 MacMahon Street, including tall brick chimneys, use of half-timbering, and 

vertical proportions.  

23 Annette Street, Oatley 

The house in Figure 38 was constructed in the Inter-War Old English style and is located on 23 

Annette Street, Oatley. It is listed on the Kogarah LEP 2013 as number I120. Built between 1929-

1930 to a design of J. Chiswell, it has historical links to the well-known furniture manufacturing 

Chiswell Family. The property has sympathetic alterations.34 The building is comparative to 

MacMahon Street with steep gable roofing, and half timbering used in the gables.  

25 Annette Street, Oatley 

No. 25 Annette Street, Oatley is listed on the Kogarah LEP 2013 as number I121. It follows the style 

of Inter-War Old English like MacMahon Street with vertical proportions. It has historic links to the 

Chiswell family, and has had sympathetic alterations to the outside.35  

Figure 38: 23 Annette Street, Oatley.  

 

Figure 39: 25 Annette Street, Oatley. 

 
 

92 Rosa Street, Oatley 

Located on 92 Rosa Street, Oatley this single-storey house was built between 1929-1930. It is listed 

on the Kogarah LEP 2013 as heritage item I132. It is associated with the prominent Chiswell furniture 

manufacturing family, who also built the other two properties listed above. Sympathetic modifications 

have been made such as the garage.36  Although single storey, it compares to MacMahon Street in 

the similar style roofing, steep-pitched gables, asymmetrical construction, and tall brick chimneys. 

  

 

 

 

                                                      
34 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, House and garden, accessed 8 January 2016, 
<http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?id=1870232>. 
35 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, House and garden, accessed 8 January 2016, 
<http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1870233>. 
36 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, House, accessed 8 January 2016, 
<http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1870263>. 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?id=1870232
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1870233
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1870263
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Figure 40: 92 Rosa Street, Oatley (Source: Kogarah Council). 

 

Chiltern house, Darling Point 

Chiltern house, located at 23 Eastbourne Road, Darling Point, NSW, is an example of Inter-War Old 

English style house also designed by the architectural firm Peddle Thorpe & Walker. It is listed on the 

Woollahra LEP 1995 (No. 28) and 2005 (No. 52). The house was built between 1929-1930 for Harold 

Percival Christmas, who founded the Woolworths chain in Australia. 37 

It is similar to 14 MacMahon Street, in that it follows the two-storey style with dark half-timbering used 

in the gables and upper storeys. It has steep pitched gabled roofing and asymmetrical massing, with 

a tall brick chimney. The house maintains its exterior integrity, except for a sympathetic extension on 

the road-facing side for a garage.   

Figure 41: Chiltern House, Darling Point (Source: Woollahra Council).  

 

 

                                                      
37 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, Chiltern - House, Cook Pine and Grounds, accessed 6 January 2016, 
<http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2711097>. 
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Bonnington, Woollahra 

Bonnington is listed on the Woollahra LEP 1995 No. 28 as a fine example of Inter-War Old English 

style.38 The frontage retains its integrity, including the half timbering in the gables, a tall brick 

chimney, which are comparative to 14 MacMahon Street.  

Figure 42: Bonnington, Woollahra (Source: Woollahra Council). 

 

 

30 Bay Street, Mosman 

A brick home located at 30 Bay Street, Mosman is representative of the Inter-War Old English style in 

Sydney. Modern sympathetic extensions have been made to the front, with the main house retaining 

original features such as gabled roof, steep pitching, tall brick chimney, leaded windows, and half 

timbering details.39   

Figure 43: 30 Bay Street, Mosman (Source: Mosman Council). 

 
                                                      
38 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, Bonnington - House, Sandstone Retaining Wall and Fences, Fig 
Tree, accessed 25 January 2016 

<http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2711468>. 
39 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, House, accessed 25 January 2016 
<http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2060036>. 
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Tudor House, Bellevue Hill 

Tudor House is located at 6 Fairfax Road, Bellevue Hill, and is listed on the Woolhara LEP 1995 as 

heritage item 111. It is an exceptional example of the Inter-War Old English style, being externally 

and internally intact, with a mostly original garden layout. It’s key stylistic features are steep roofing, 

tall brick chimney with terracotta pots, leadlight windows, and original fireplace.40 

Figure 44: Tudor House (Source: Jon Ruwolt). 

 

 

3.3.3 Conclusions 

Old English is one of several styles of domestic architecture of the Inter-War period. With strong 

design associations with English Tudor, it is more associated with Sydney’s wealthy middle and 

professional classes. There are examples in both suburbs which developed in the Inter-War period 

such as Hurstville and new builds in more established ones such as Woollahra. Overall, it is not as 

common as styles such as Californian Bungalow which were much more popular for developing 

suburbia in the Inter-War years.  

Hurstville underwent a period of development the Inter-War period and, as expected, has a number of 

Inter-War buildings listed as heritage items on the LEP.  The site is the only Old English style building 

listed on Hurstville’s LEP and the style is not a particularly common or characteristic style in the 

suburb.  There are several other examples in adjacent and surrounding Sydney suburbs.  Chiltern 

House in Darling Point, for example, is by the same architect and is a good example of the style.    

 

 

                                                      
40 NSW Government Office of Environment and Heritage, Tudor Lodge - House, Garage, Flagged Driveway, Paths & Stone 
Wall To Fairfax Rd, accessed 25 January 2016 

<http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=2711244> 
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4.0 HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT 

4.1 Methodology 

In NSW the assessment of heritage significance is outlined in guidelines issued by the NSW Heritage 

Division.  Seven criteria are used in the assessment process (Table 1). If an item meets one or more 

of the seven criteria, and retains the integrity of its key attributes, it can be considered to have 

heritage significance. The significance of item, place or archaeological site can then be assessed as 

being of local or state significance: 

‘State heritage significance’, in relation to a place, building, work, relic, moveable object or precinct, 

means significance to the State in relation to the historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, 

architectural, natural or aesthetic value of the item. 

‘Local heritage significance’, in relation to a place, building, work, relic, moveable object or precinct, 

means significance to an area in relation to the historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological, 

architectural, natural or aesthetic value of the item. 

Table 2: NSW heritage assessment criteria 

Criterion Description 

A– Historical Significance An item is important in the course or pattern of NSW’s cultural or natural 

history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area).  

B– Associative Significance An item has strong or special associations with the life or works of a person, 

or group of persons, of importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the 

cultural or natural history of the local area).  

C– Aesthetic Significance An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high 

degree of creative or technical achievement in NSW (or the local area).  

D– Social Significance An item has strong or special association with a particular community or 

cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, cultural or spiritual 

reasons.  

E– Research Potential An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 

understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural 

history of the local area).  

F– Rarity An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s 

cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area).  

G– Representativeness An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class 
of NSW’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural environments (or a 
class of the local area’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural 
environments). 

 

  

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#place
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#building
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#relic
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#precinct
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#item
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#place
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#building
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#relic
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#moveable_object
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#precinct
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#area
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ha197786/s4.html#item
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The following guidelines have been used in preparing the following significance assessment: 

 Assessing Heritage Significance, NSW Heritage Manual, published by the Heritage Council of 

NSW and NSW Heritage Office 2001;  

 Levels of Heritage Significance, NSW Heritage Manual, issued by the Heritage Council of NSW 

and NSW Heritage Office, 2008; 

 NSW Historical Themes, issued by the Heritage Council of NSW, 2001;  

 The Burra Charter: Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance, 2013; and 

 Assessing Significance of historical archaeological sites and relics, published by the NSW 

Heritage Branch, 2009.   

In addition to these guidelines, existing heritage studies and listing data have also been consulted 

and included: 

 ‘Hurstville City Museum and Gallery’, State Heritage Inventory (SHI) database no 1810094. 

 Hurstville Community Based Heritage Study Review, prepared by City Plan and Hurstville City 

Council, 2013.  

4.2 Significance Assessment 

The heritage significance of Hurstville City Museum and Gallery has been previously briefly assessed 

against the NSW heritage significance criteria as part of the community based heritage study review 

undertaken in 2013. The following significance assessment has considered the historical context, 

detailed site and comparative analysis. 

Criterion A – Historical Significance: An item is important in the course or pattern of the local 

area’s cultural or natural history. 

No. 14 MacMahon Street is associated with the historical Inter-War development of Hurstville.  It t is 

part of the growth of the civic centre as it responded to the boom in population during this period. The 

building visually demonstrates the continuity of historic development of the suburb of Hurstville.  

The building is associated with the history and development of 20th century general medical practice 

during the inter-war period. No. 14 MacMahon Street was a purpose built doctors surgery and 

residence constructed by local Doctor John Saxon Crakanthorp for his family and patients.  

The item meets the local significance threshold under this criterion.  

Criterion B – Associative Significance: An item has strong or special associations with the life 

or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in the local area’s cultural or natural 

history. 

The building is associated with Dr. J.S. Crakanthorp, a prominent local doctor and civic citizen, who 

constructed the house, then known as Kenilworth, for use as a residence and surgery. Dr 

Crakanthorp helped establish the Danebark School and played rugby union for Australia. 

The building was designed by the firm Peddle Thorp & Walker, a prominent architectural firm 

established in the late 19th century. Peddle Thorp & Walker also designed the Hurstville Civic Centre 

in 1962.  

The item meets the local significance threshold under this criterion. 
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Criterion C – Aesthetic Significance: An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic 

characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical achievement in the local area. 

The building is a good example of an Old English Inter-War architectural style building. It retains key 

elements of the Old English style, though there have been alterations and additions to accommodate 

the changes of use from doctor’s surgery and residence to restaurant and the current museum and 

gallery.   

The building is set back and fronted by mature trees.  Its original immediate historic setting has been 

lost insofar as the original garden design no longer exists and the building is flanked by a modern 

apartment building and a car park.  However, it is part of a group of historic civic buildings on the 

street – 1915 Friendly Societies Dispensary Building at 17 MacMahon Street (Hurstville LEP 2012 

item I158), 1912 Fire Station at 27 MacMahon Street (Hurstville LEP 2012 I159) and 1955 St Giles 

Presbyterian Church at 1 MacMahon Street (Hurstville LEP I156). 

The item meets the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

Criterion D – Social Significance: An item has strong or special association with a particular 

community or cultural group in the local area for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 

Community consultation has not been undertaken for this assessment. However, it is considered that 

the place has a degree of community regard as it houses the permanent and travelling exhibitions 

and collections of the Hurstville City Museum and Gallery. In 2014 an exhibition on the history of the 

house, titled ’14 MacMahon Street – if these walls could talk,’ was presented to the public. The 

community response to the request for stories, photographs and memorabilia from the house 

demonstrates that the building continues to be of importance to the local community. The building 

continues to be associated with the Crakanthorp family, their descendants and former patients of the 

surgery. Philippa Williams, one Dr Crakanthorps children, contributed to the 2014 museum exhibit.  

The item meets the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

Criterion E – Research Potential: An item has potential to yield information that will contribute 

to an understanding of the local area’s cultural or natural history. 

Whilst study area of the building could potentially provide some information related to common 

building practises in the late 1920s, such information is readily available from other sources. 

Research potential, therefore, does not make a significant contribution to the heritage values of the 

building.  

The item does not meet the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

Criterion F – Rarity: An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the local 

area’s cultural or natural history. 

Old English style houses are uncommon in the area. However there are several comparative 

examples in the wider Sydney area.  Inter-War buildings are not rare the area or wider Sydney area.  

Old English style bouses are not considered to be endangered as there are examples in established 

residential suburbs and heritage listed in other LGAs.  

The item does not meet the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

Criterion G – Representative: An item is important in demonstrating the principal 

characteristics of a class of NSW’s (or the local area’s): 

- cultural or natural places; or 

- cultural or natural environments. 
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Though the structure is a representative example of the Old English architectural style. It retains key 

features of the style, such as the recessed porch, steep rendered gables with half timbering, 

terracotta tiled roof, plaster moulding, and tall brick chimney.  

The item meets the local significance threshold under this criterion. 

4.2.1 Statement of Heritage Significance 

No. 14 MacMahon Street is part of the extensive Inter-War era development of Hurstville. As a former 

purpose-built doctors surgery in a civic centre it is also associated with the early-mid 20th century 

development of general medical practice.  It was designed by a well-known Sydney architectural firm 

Peddle Thorp & Walker and is associated with Dr Crakanthorp, a prominent local doctor and civic 

figure.  The building is a good representative example of the Old English architectural style and is part 

of a number of Inter-War era buildings on the street.  The building and collections within it have a 

degree of local community regard. 

 

4.3 Historical Archaeological Assessment  

The study area was originally part of as substantial land grant made to Captain John Townson in 

1808. It is unlikely that the property was altered during Townson’s ownership as it was sold only 4 

years later to Simeon Lord, a wealthy merchant. During this period Lord leased the land to timber 

getters, and the area was known as ‘Lord’s Forest’, suggesting that it was largely timbered. As was 

common at the time, as land was de-forested, it would have been opened to cultivation, and it is 

possible that portions of Lord’s grant were leased to farmers. The agrarian nature of the area likely 

persisted into the later 19th century, when the suburb of Hurstville developed with the introduction of 

the railway in 1884.  

The study area formed part of Patrick MacMahon’s estate from 1883. MacMahon’s mansion was 

located immediately west of the study area. During this phase, 14 MacMahon Street appears to have 

been vacant.   

Archaeological remains may include outbuildings including the garage and former garden features of 

the original house design. It is unlikely that significant artefact deposits associated with this period 

would be located within the study area, due to municipal sewerage and rubbish collection in the early 

20th century. Similarly, the house would not be associated with underfloor deposits due to building 

technologies of the time.  

It is not considered likely that historical archaeological relics would be located within the site.   
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5.0 MASTER PLAN AND HERITAGE IMPLICATIONS  

5.1 Overview 

The proposed Hurstville Civic Centre Master Plan (MP) involves the land bounded by Queens Road, 

Park Road, MacMahon Street and Barratt Street (Figure 45).  The subject site is located within the 

MP area.   A separate set of planning controls would facilitate the redevelopment which includes 

commercial, residential, community and retail components.  

5.2 Hurstville Civic Centre Master Plan  

The Hurstville Civic Precinct MP has been designed in accordance with the following principles and 

outcomes:41 

 Create a commercial component that includes council and commercial leasable office space; 

 Create a new council chambers; 

 Create a library and auditorium that includes the council customer service centre; 

 Create a new basement car parking facility; 

 Create new high quality public open spaces that can be used for a range of activities; 

 Create a landmark residential component to identify the Civic Centre and entrance to Hurstville; 

 Create a retail component to activate the ground level and improve the quality of the public 

domain; and 

 Improve site access and permeability.  

Figure 45: Overview plan of the Hurstville Civic MP (Source: DWP Suters 1702161_001). 

 

                                                      
41 JBA Hurstville Civic Precinct Master Plan Planning Report Submitted to Hurstville City Council, July 2015: 9. 



 

  
Page 34 

 

5.3 Heritage Implications 

Hurstville City Museum and Gallery building (14 MacMahon Street, Hurstville) has heritage 

significance at a local level. It is currently listed in Schedule 2 of the 1994 LEP and within the area 

deferred on the 2012 LEP.  

The proposed MP and redevelopment does not include retention of the building, and would seek its 

demolition and delisting.  Demolition of the item would be a heritage impact. 

The MP presents justification as the removal of the building would allow greater flexibility in 

accommodating key aspects of the new precinct, including civic, residential and the inclusion of an 

EAT street.42 It states that the removal of the heritage item is considered appropriate as it would 

provide greater benefit to the site overall. Furthermore, the MP states that the ability of the existing 

building to deliver modern flexible exhibitions is limited.43  

5.3.1 Discussion 

The loss of this building would result in an impact to the heritage of the locality. However, there would 

be community benefits created by the development as a major library, community facilities and public 

open space.   

Environmental heritage is one of a number of considerations in the balanced assessment of the 

Planning Proposal for the Hurstville Civic Centre. The demolition of the building would facilitate future 

development of the site in accordance with the relevant planning instruments, including the proposed 

Master Plan, to create a site that is in the public interest and creates a site that is functional and 

provides a public benefit.  

5.3.2 Mitigation 

There are a number of actions which would mitigate the heritage impact, for example: 

 preparation of a full detailed photographic archive of the item prior to demolition; 

 relocation of the Museum and Gallery archive and creation of a new exhibition space within the 

new development; and  

 heritage interpretation within the new Civic Centre public spaces and community facilities. 

 

 

                                                      
42 DWP Suters, Hurstville Civic Centre Masterplan Concept Design Report prepared for Hurstville City Council, 
July 2015; 31.  
43 DWP Suters, Hurstville Civic Centre Masterplan Concept Design Report prepared for Hurstville City Council, 

July 2015; 31. 
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS 

6.1 Conclusions 

 The Hurstville City Museum and Gallery at 14 MacMahon Street was originally part of a large land 

grant made to Captain John Townson in 1808. Following subdivision in 1929, Dr John Saxon 

Crakanthorp constructed Kenilworth (the present-day Hurstville City Museum and Gallery).  

 The building was part of the Inter-War development of Hurstville. It retains key attributes and is an 

example of an Old English style house which is uncommon in Hurstville, but there are other 

examples in surrounding and other Sydney suburbs.  

 The Hurstville City Museum and Gallery is of local heritage significance and is included as an item 

of local significance in the Hurstville LEP 1994. However, it is within land identified as a deferred 

matter in the LEP 2012.   

 The proposed Hurstville Civic Centre Master Plan does not include retention of this heritage item 

and would seek its demolition, resulting in a heritage impact.  

 The community benefits created by the development would include a major library, community 

facilities and public open space, and provides justification for the demolition of the item.  

6.2 Recommendations 

 A detailed Heritage Impact Statement should be prepared and be submitted with any Development 

Application for the demolition of the building.  This would provide a detailed analysis of the 

heritage impact and justification.  It should also include what mitigation would be implemented, 

such as detailed photographic archival recording. 

 Opportunities to incorporate other mitigation measures such as heritage interpretation and 

relocation of the Museum and Gallery collections / archives within the new development should be 

considered early in the Civic Centre planning phase.  
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